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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 

Monday, February 12th in the Parish Room at 7.30pm  
 

 
OPEN FORUM 

 
• District councillor Julie Flatman had earlier distributed an MSDC cabinet report detailing her activities 

(attached). 
• One member of the public, Carla Ross, attended to complain about the damage to verges on Mill Road by 

construction workers. She also asked whether a parking lay-by would be provided for residents. Chairman 
Tony Oakes said he would address both matters. 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

Present: A Oakes, D Watkins, A Peachey, T Woolnough, A Clarke, S Larke and C Wilson. 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
 L Auchterlonie, W Abbott and K Cook. 

 
2. Declarations of interest  

 T Woolnough and A Clarke regarding item 7, disposal of KingÕs Head (Low House). 
 

3. Minutes 
 Those of the January meeting of the council were approved as accurate. Proposed by C 
Wilson, seconded S Larke. 
 

4. Planning 
 
a. The following decisions by MSDC were noted: 
3079/15 Discharge of conditions application condition 18 (construction management), land adjacent to Mill 
Road, Laxfield. 
17/02840 Refusal of Listed Building Consent for repairs to roof tiles, treatment of roof structure and addition 
of insulation and felt, repointing of chimney, repairs to lead flashing, The Old Manse, The Street, Laxfield. 
1073/16 Neat House Barn, Dennington Road, Laxfield - The following amendments to the above proposal 
have been determined to be approved: Non material amendment to application for the omission of full height 
windows on the east courtyard elevation, reconfiguration of windows on the north elevation and changes to 
the internal layout as shown on drawing No. 103 Rev. B received on 22/11/2017 and 102 Rev. These changes 
are considered acceptable as the change is considered to be non-material.  
17/04788: Erection of part single and two storey extension (following demolition of existing single storey 
extension), St Margarets & St Marys Cottages, Gorams Mill Lane & Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield. Granted. 
17/05995: Erection of part single storey and part 1.5 storey dwelling, Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham 
Road, Laxfield. 
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17/06146: Discharge of Conditions for application 2776/16 - Conditions 5 (parking and turning), 11 (hard 
surfacing materials) and 13 (bin store), land off Noyes Avenue, Laxfield. 
b. The following resolutions by the planning committee (all supported) on 29.01.2018 were noted: 
17/06313 Erection of dwelling with detached garage to the rear of Birdcage and Suffolk House, High Street. 
17/06151 Erection of an agricultural building, Elms Farm, Dennington Road, Laxfield. 
17/06278 Change of use of land to extend residential curtilage and erection of two bay cartlodge, land at 
Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham Road, Laxfield. 
18/00343 Works to trees in conservation area - reduce all over by 3m a beech (T1), reduce lateral branches by 
3m on two yew and reduce by 2m and remove Russian vine a yew (T4), The Old Manse, The Street, Laxfield. 
 
5. Finance 

The following were approved (Finance Act 2017). Proposed by C Wilson, seconded T Woolnough. 
a. 18/02/01 Electronic payments and income as listed in Register of Payments (attached). 
b. 18/02/02 Bank reconciliation to January 31st (attached). 
c. 18/02/04 Acknowledgement of £41,500 precept to be collected by MSDC was noted. 
d. 18/02/05 The clerk gave details of an application for SCC Locality Grant award for pond project. 
e. 18/02/06 The chairman said he would ask Cllr Cook to take on the authorisations for parish council 

and village hall electronic banking. 
 

6. Parish Council membership 
a. 18/02/07 Ian Williams. At the beginning of the meeting the chairman paid tribute to Cllr Williams, 

who died on Saturday, January 27. Mr Oakes said he had never heard a raised voice or an angry word 
from Ian and members paid tribute to a gentle man who had achieved so much for the council and for 
the village. 

b. 18/02/08 Online Register of Interests. The clerk explained there was to be a new system and it was 
decided he would look after the uploading of details on membersÕ behalf. 

 
7. The King’s Head 

      a.    18/02/09 Intended Disposal of Asset of Community Value. Prior to the meeting members were 
circulated with a letter explaining how by submitting an Expression of Interest before Thursday, February 
22 the parish council could trigger a moratorium period of six months on the sale of The KingÕs Head. 
During this six-month period the Asset could then be disposed of only to the parish council or an eligible 
community interest group such as a community interest company.  
Cllr Woolnough explained he was a director of a new company seeking to take on the business on a not-
for-profit basis. Although his was a limited company and did not qualify to trigger the moratorium Cllr 
Woolnough said it was in the process of being converted to a community interest company and therefore 
all assets would be locked and any profits would be redirected into the community. 
It was resolved (Localism Act 2011 ss87-108) the parish council would not pursue any potential 
expression of interest in placing a bid of its own and would support The Low House CIC (when formed) 
in its endeavours. Although the council would therefore be taking no action of its own the clerk would 
write back to MSDC as a courtesy and Cllr Woolnough would contact the council on his own companyÕs 
behalf. 
 

8. Playing Field 
17/09/03 Additional quotation for first repair works. No progress this month - the clerk said this would be 
addressed in the spring. 
 

9. Roads and Footpaths 
a. 16/04/13 Vehicle Speed Indicator Device readings. One of the batteries had failed so the clerk will 

change it for a charged one and seek a repair or replacement. 
 

10. Cemetery 
a. 18/02/10 Realignment of plots in new cemetery. The clerk and the chairman would meet a 

representative of Perfitts of Diss to arrange for the misaligned headstones to be re-positioned. The 
parish council had to accept responsibility for this and it was agreed to fundthe work from the precept 
(Parish councils and Burial Authorities Act 1970). Proposed  S Larke, seconded A Peachey 



 
 

 

 
11. Website 

a. 18/02/11 The parish clerk agreed to take on the running of the website. 
 

12. Internal Controls 
Approve the parish councilÕs internal controls to ensure it conducts its business in accordance with the law 
and proper standards, that public money is safeguarded and properly accounted for and is used 
economically, efficiently and effectively. Localism Act 2011 

(All documents circulated in advance of the meeting). Proposed en bloc by D Watkins, seconded C Wilson. 
a. 17/02/04 Standing Orders 
b. 17/02/05 Financial Regulations 
c. 17/02/06 Financial Risk Assessment 
d. 17/02/07 Code of Conduct 
e. 17/02/08 Register of Assets 

 
 

13. Correspondence and circulars 
      a.   18/02/12 Suffolk Police Locality Meetings (circulated). Chairman to attend at Eye on Friday, 
 February 23 if possible. 
      b.   18/02/13 Parking on grass verge near chapel plain. Chairman to speak to those concerned.  
      c.   18/02/14 Brain Tumour research information (circulated). Noted. 
      d.   18/02/15 Donation appeal SARS (circulated). Donation of  £100. Proposed A Oakes, seconded A 
 Peachey. 
      e.   18/02/16 Donation appeal Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch (circulated). It was resolved not to make 
a  one-off contribution of £50 as requested. 
 

14. Date of next meeting 
      Monday, March 12th, 7.30pm in the Parish Room.  

 
 

 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting please come along. Alternatively if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Nick Woodhead (Parish Clerk) 
2 Myrtle Cottages, Mill Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8LQ 

Tel: 01728 638884 (Home); 07734 716575 (Mobile) laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 
 


