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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 

Monday, June 11th, 2018 in the Parish Room at 7pm. 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 

¥ District councillor Julie Flatman announced the search is on to find the stars of Babergh and Mid Suffolk Ð as 
part of an award scheme celebrating the communityÕs unsung heroes. People across the districts are 
encouraged to vote for their most valued friends and colleagues across 17 categories Ð split between 
community awards and business accolades. Organisations or individuals could be nominated for a whole host 
of reasons, but the common denominator must be their dedication to serving the community Ð going the extra 
mile for others, or boosting the districtsÕ economies. 
She added that her Locality Grant funds were there to be applied for. 

¥ County councillor Guy McGregor referred to the change of leadership, with Matthew Hicks from Athelington 
taking over, and raising hopes of a greater understanding of the issues faced by rural communities. He said he 
was delighted the post-16 travel arrangements would remain unaltered but said he felt the state of the 
highways was unacceptable. He will use his highways budget to fund the moving of the 30mph speed signs on 
Station Road but added that his locality budget was available and he would listen sympathetically to 
applications. 

 
MINUTES  

 
 
Present: A Oakes, W Abbott, A Clarke, C Wilson, T Woolnough, I Boulton and R Simmonds. 
 
1. Apologies and approval of absences:  

L Auchterlonie, A Peachey, S Larke and K Cook. 
 
2. Declarations of interest  

None. 
 

3. Minutes of May meeting 
Approved and signed by the chairman. Proposed by A Clarke, seconded W Abbott. 

 
4. Planning 

The following decision by Mid Suffolk District Council was noted. 
a. 1361/18 Erection of American type barn comprising six stables, tack room, feed room and storage for hay 
and bedding. Revised access, hard-standing and manure clamp. Change of use to equestrian. Manor Farm, 
Badingham Road, Laxfield. GRANTED. 
 
b. The following observations by members of the planning committee in response to consultation, Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990, were noted: 
6283/17 Reserved matters application relating to submission of details under outline planning permission 
3642/16 (scale, appearance, landscaping and layout) - erection of 10 dwellings, land on west side of Bickers 
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Hill Road, Laxfield.  OBJECTION HELD. Amendments have not altered the view of the parish. The issues 
not addressed, notably surrounding pedestrian and vehicular access, make the proposals unacceptable and this 
latest submission does little or nothing to remove concerns. Dropping the boarding on the front houses to 
leave exposed brick is not enough of a design change to the properties that would front the development and 
the parish council members refuse to accept the developers unilaterally altering the access because of services. 
Surface drainage is not tackled and the members note that the ecology experts are still concerned about great 
crested newts. 

 2051/18 Conversion and extension of existing barn to dwelling with garage and garden store, Low Farm 
 House Barn, Mill Road, Laxfield. SUPPORTED. 
 
 c. The views of the council on the following were requested by MSDC Town and Country Planning Act 1990: 
 2227/18 Conversion of and extension to existing outbuilding to form holiday accommodation, Mount 
 Pleasant, Station Road, Laxfield. (Plans circulated.) OBJECTION. Members were not satisfied with the level 
 of detail provided. There was no application form, no indication of the implication of the former farmhouse 
 being listed and there were concerns about parking on a busy corner. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded C 
 Wilson. 
 02480/18 Variation of Condition 2 to approved plans relating to planning permission 1065/15 (erection of two 
 storey dwelling with integral garage) change to the materials on the gables of the contemporary design to 
 Corten steel, land to rear of Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield. SUPPORTED. Proposed by A Oakes, 
 seconded C Wilson. 
 
5. Finance 

The following were approved (Finance Act 2017). Proposed by A Oakes, seconded A Clarke.18/06/01 
Electronic payments and income as listed in Register of Payments (circulated). 

 18/04/02 Bank reconciliation to May 31st  (circulated). 
 
6. Parish Council membership 

 18/02/08 Online Register of Interests. The clerk asked members to follow the online instructions and complete 
 their own declarations. This was agreed. 
 Cllr Boulton was formally co-opted to finance committee. Proposed A Oakes, seconded R Simmonds. 

 
7. The King’s Head 

18/02/09 Cllr Clarke told the meeting that the sale of the pub to the CIC was now complete. It was now open 
for business, a cook was due to start shortly and refurbishments were being undergone. The parish council 
need now pay it no further formal attention as an Asset of Community Value. 
 

8. Playing Field 
17/09/03 The clerk was asked not to take on any further quotations and to approach one company to complete 
phase one of the work as quickly as possible. Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
. 

9. Roads and Footpaths 
16/04/13 Vehicle Speed Indicator Device. The clerk was asked to make a formal request for fourth location on 
Bickers Hill following a request from a member of the public. Clerk. Highways Act 1980. 
 

10. Neighbourhood Plan 
The council meeting was closed and members went into open forum with members of the Neighbourhood 
Plan Working Group. A budget proposal (attached), bid for government grant aid of £8,000 and application 
for emergency funding of up to £500 from the parish council was made. All were agreed under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded A Clarke. 
The Memorandum of Understanding with MSDC was formally signed by chairman after being proposed by C 
Wilson and seconded by I Boulton. 
 

11. Laxitude 
Nothing to report. 

 
 
 



 
 

 

12. Telephone Kiosk 
Chairman to investigate whether any work is required. If so, he would produce a list of what would be 
required. 
 

13. Correspondence 
A query was made over the siting of the beacon for the Armistice Day centenary event and whether Church 
Plain could be used. The chairman explained that he had spoken to Eddie Baker, who would site the beacon, 
and that it would have to be on the grass verge near the village sign because of the soft ground required. 
The clerk was asked to make early inquiries about closing the road for 11am on Remembrance Sunday. 
 

14. Agenda items for next meeting 
Public liability insurance for monthly market Ð Cllr Simmonds & Cllr Boulton 
Village hall committee membership Ð Cllr Oakes 
 

15. Date of next meeting 
Monday, July 9, 7.30pm in the Parish Room. 
 

16.  Meeting closed 
8.45pm 


