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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 

Monday, September 10th, 2018 in the Parish Room at 7.30pm 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 

¥ District councillor Julie Flatman reminded members of the surgery scheme and the Stars in Your Eyes 
initiative, deadline for which is Wednesday, September 26. 

¥ Candida Wingate asked how she could access the parish councilÕs minutes. She was advised the more recent 
ones are accessible online and paper copies are stored in the office next to the Parish Room. The procedure is 
to ask the parish clerk for help in finding the year or years she might be interested in. 

 
 

MINUTES  
 
 

Present: A Oakes, K Cook, L Auchterlonie, S Larke, W Abbott, C Wilson, A Peachey, I Boulton  
and R Simmonds. 

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences:  

A Clarke. 
 

2. Parish Council membership 
Susan Innes was unanimously co-opted to the parish council, proposed by L Auchterlonie, seconded R 
Simmonds. The clerk will forward Declaration of Acceptance form and details of how to declare personal 
interests to the district council along with information regarding training days. 

 
3. Declarations of interest  

None. 
 

4. Minutes of July meeting 
Approved and signed by the chairman. Proposed by L Auchterlonie, seconded S Larke. 

 
5. Planning 

The following decisions by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 
02480/18 Land to the rear of Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield. Approval of non-material amendment 
to application 17/05818 - change to the materials on the gables of the contemporary design to Corten steel. 
02735/18 The Villa Stables, Doctors Lane, Laxfield. Erection of a 1.9m high boundary wall and creation 
of a base for a new oil tank. Granted. 
02747/18 The Villa Stables, Doctors Lane, Laxfield. Erection of a 1.9m high boundary wall and creation 
of a base for a new oil tank. Listed building consent granted. 
02939/18 Potash Barn, Dennington Road, Laxfield. Erection of a workshop. Granted. 
02777/18 Little Meadows Farm, Banyards Green. Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country 
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Planning Act. Removal of Condition 4 (agricultural occupancy) relating to planning application W/7537. 
Erect bungalow and garage for occupation by farmer. Granted. 
06283/17 Land on west side of Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield. Reserved matters application relating to 
submission of details under outline planning permission 3642/16 (scale, appearance, landscaping and 
layout), erection of 10 dwellings. Granted. 
01304/18 Land to the rear of Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield. Outline application for the erection of 
three dwellings. Refused because the adverse landscape harm and intrusion into the countryside is not 
sufficiently offset by adequate public benefits. 
 
b. The following applications were supported during August on behalf of the parish council by delegated 
powers: 
03635/18: Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham Road, Laxfield. Conditions removal under section 73 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act. Erection of part single-storey and part 1.5 storey dwelling, without 
compliance with/ for removal of condition 2 (approved plans and documents). Amended design of 
dwelling approved under DC/17/05995.  
03523/18 Low Farm, Dennington Road, Laxfield. Erection of foaling/hay barn. 
 
c. The following applications as requested by MSDC were supported, proposed by K Cook, seconded A 
Peachey: 
03843/18 Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield. Notification of works to trees in a conservation area - 
(T1) Prunus - pollard or remove, (T2 and T3) walnut Ð pollard.  
04062/18 Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield. Listed building consent to move a proposed kitchen 
window further from the rear corner. Increase the east side garden wall height above the gate. Set the west 
side gate back into the garden and to curve the walls towards it. To include buttresses inside walls at 2m 
centres. 
 

6. Finance 
  a. 18/09/01 Electronic payments and income as listed in Register of Payments were authorised.  
  Proposed by A Peachey, seconded L Auchterlonie. 
  b. 18/09/02 Bank reconciliations to August 31st were approved. Proposed by A Peachey, seconded L 
  Auchterlonie. 
  c. 18/09/03 External audit. The clerk explained that the external auditors had lost a number of parish 
  council accounts, LaxfieldÕs among them, and he wad to re-submit. Fortunately electronic copies had 
  been kept but there was a significant delay with the September 30 deadline looming. 
  d. 18/09/04 Cllr Auchterlonie and Cllr Simmonds had signed and taken away forms to   
  become authorised signatories on the parish council, village hall and Snook Bequest accounts. 
 

7. Village Hall 
a. 18/07/06 The chairman reported the existing committee has found the core of a new committee to 
run the village hall. Leaders Bill Shuttle and Rebecca Winn have plans and want to be responsible for 
forming their own team but wanted a parish council representative to sit on it. There were no 
volunteers but Cllr Oakes and Cllr Auchterlonie offered to attend if necessary and the clerk said he 
was happy to continue in an extended financial role. 

 
8. Playing Field 

 a. 17/09/03 The clerk reported that half the works to the childrenÕs play area have been completed and 
 paid for thanks to a £2,500 grant from district councillor Julie FlatmanÕs Locality budget. Given that 
 similar request for grant aid had been made at the same time to county councillor Guy McGregor the 
 clerk suggested it would be appropriate to complete the work immediately. Councillors voted 
 unanimously to proceed. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded W Abbott. 
 b. 18/09/05 The chairman reported that vandals had entered the bowls pavilion through the roof and 
 used the cots to smash windows. They then threw stones through the shower window of the main 
 sports pavilion. Mr Oakes said he had asked the police for a greater presence but because of stretched 
 resources all they could do for the moment was to give it an incident number. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

9. Cemeteries 
 a. 18/09/06 Vandalism. The chairman reported that vandals had entered the old cemetery via the 
 footpath and vandalised a gravestone. It was resolved to plant a mature pyracantha hedge along the 
 footpath, proposed by A Peachey, seconded L Auchterlonie.  
 b. 18/09/07 It was resolved not to invite tenders for grass-cutting and general maintenance until 2019 
 to tally with the cemetery and war memorial tender renewal. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded C 
 Wilson.  

10. Neighbourhood Plan 
 a. 18/09/08 The meeting was closed for an address by LNPG chairman John Worthington who gave a  
 history of progress to date and asked that the groupÕs terms of reference, mission statement and mode 
 of operating be endorsed by the council. He stressed the need for the group members to have access to 
 the consultants and to landowners before planning applications might be made. 
 b. 18/09/09 In an update PC representative Lisa Auchterlonie said it was important to draw a line 
 under past tensions and move on. She thanked the LNPG for their work and said she hoped to see a 
 completed questionnaire later in the week. 
 c. 18/09/10 The clerk reported how a ÔCall for SitesÕ had been issued on the website and put forward 
 for inclusion in the parish magazine with the LNPG informed the same day. His action followed 
 contact by consultants AECOM, who ÔpausedÕ their technical support until this was done because they 
 were anxious all residents should have the opportunity to put forward sites, no matter how small. A 
 Call for Sites flyer will be inserted into the household questionnaire.    
 d. 18/09/11 The chairman announced that Groundwork UK-funded consultant Ian Poole will be 
 appointed on Monday, September 17th under terms presented by a committee comprising Cllr Lisa 
 Auchterlonie, Cllr Sue Innes, LNPG treasurer Barry Cable and parish clerk Nick Woodhead. 
 e. 18/09/12 Correspondence received from Mr Ian Pettitt referred to his ownership of a site accepted 
 by MSDC in their Joint Local Plan. In order to avoid the conflict of interest and to protect the 
 reputation of the parish council and Mr Pettitt himself it was resolved that Mr Pettitt should play no 
 part in the site allocation work of the LNPG and have no personal access to the consultants. 
  

11. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas 
 a. 16/04/13 A request for fourth location for a Speed Indicator Device - on Bickers Hill Ð was rejected 
 by SCC for the same reasons as before. There is nowhere suitable to put it.  
 b. 18/09/14 The clerk has written to SCC confirming the councilÕs support for the 30mph speed limit 
 extension, Station Road. 
 c. 18/09/15 Pavement side bus stops provided by £5,000 CIL money will be on High Street at the 
 junction with The Link, not on Mill Road. SCC had made a geographical error. 
 d. 18/09/16 A complaint was received by SCC concerning the state of the verge on Mill Road but the 
 county points out it is not their concern. It was agreed constant monitoring and dialogue with the 
 developers is the only solution while construction work goes on. 
 e. 18/09/17 The clerk received a complaint about an overflowing dog bin by the pond. MSDC dealt 
 with the issue.  
 f. 18/09/18 The chairman said an error was made over hedge and verge cutting on Church Walk and 
 Church Villas. It was resolved that the hedgerow bordering Church Walk and Church Villas will not 
 be trimmed by the parish council between March 1 and August 31. In view of a commitment by 
 residents to maintain the hedgerow and verge, no clearing of the footpath will be carried out. 
 However, should the parish council find itself in contravention of its duties regarding the footpath 
 the parish council will instruct its contractor to take remedial action. Proposed by I Boulton, seconded 
 L Auchterlonie. 
 g. 18/09/19 Tenders for grass-cutting were made in 2017 for a two-year contract and will be reviewed 
 as a package in 2019 to include the cemeteries if applicants wish. 
 h. Suffolk County Council has undertaken a review of grit bins/heaps for highway use. There is the 
 option to request a new bin. It was resolved to ask the clerk to contact SCC with a view to having one 
 installed on the triangle of land at the bottom of Bickers Hill. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded I 
 Boulton. 
 i. 18/09/30 Cllr Boulton reported a broken dog bin on Mill Road (the one halfway down). It was 
 resolved to ask the clerk to purchase a new one. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded L Auchterlonie. 
 j. 18/09/31 Cllr Boulton reported a rotten footbridge to Bickers Hill allotments. The chairman said he 
 will report the matter to Highways. 
 



 
 

 

 
12. Laxitude/events 

 a. 18/09/20 The three days of Laxitude at the Royal Oak was a huge success with only a few 
 complaints about noise on the Friday evening. 
 b. 18/09/21 The clerk said the PCÕs financial commitment from the Section 137 budget was likely to 
 be £1,600, the same as last year.  
c. 18/09/22 21Armistice Day centenary. Cllr Simmonds reported that service was to beheld at the war 
memorial and asked for the road to be closed. Clerk to action. There is no further detail yet on the brazier-
lighting in the evening.  
 

13. Correspondence 
 a. 18/09/23 It was resolved to make a £100 donation to Headway Suffolk. Proposed by A Peachey, 
 seconded S Larke. 
 b. 18/09/24 A circular about a first aid awareness course was noted. 
 c. 18/09/25 A circular about final electoral arrangements for Mid Suffolk was noted. 
 d. 18/09/26 Councillors were reminded to submit their Register of Interests online and it was a legal 
 obligation for all councillors (circulated). 
 e. 18/09/27 A circular about now wholly exceptional protection for woodland was noted. 
 f. 18/09/28 A circular about MSDC Town and Parish Liaison meeting was noted. 
 g. 18/09/29 A circular about the Gambling Act 2005 consultation was noted. 
 

14. Date of next meeting 
  a. Monday, October 8, 7.30pm in the Parish Room.  
 
 

 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting please come along. Alternatively if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Nick Woodhead (Parish Clerk) 
2 Myrtle Cottages, Mill Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8LQ 

Tel: 01728 638884 (Home); 07734 716575 (Mobile) laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 
 

 
 

1.  


