
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 11 November 2019 in the Parish Room at 7.30pm  
 

OPEN FORUM 
 
Several members of the public attended the Open Forum and issues were discussed as follows: 

• Several residents thanked the Parish Council for the work they had done to arrange a replacement bus 
service on Wednesday and Fridays.  G Salter was highlighted as she had put in a lot of work to make this 
happen.  The new services would be advertised on the website and in the Parish Newsletter. 

• A resident and representative from Laxfield Museum put forward a number of requests and the following 
was agreed: 

o The museum could use the Parish Room for their Trustees’ meeting twice per year 
o The museum could use the whole of the noticeboard at the front of the Guildhall 
o The filing cabinets currently housed in the office of the Guildhall would be moved 

• A resident raised the issue of village hall charging for charity events and this was discussed at 11f 19/11/21. 

• Cllr McGregor updated the meeting regarding the cancellation of the bus services, safeguarding (care of the 
elderly) annual audit and informed the Council that a new individual had taken over in the Highways 
Department.  The Parish Council requested that Cllr McGregor followed up on the Gateways signs for the 
village as this had been an outstanding item for a number of months. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  A Clarke, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Oughton, A Peachey, G Salter, R Simmonds 
 

1. The following apologies were received and approved: 
D Alchin, M Gleave, L Sharman, J Flatman (District Councillor) 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
None 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 19/11/01  The minutes of the last full Parish council Meeting held on 14 October 2019 were approved.  

Proposed R Simmonds, seconded A Clarke, AIF. 
b. 19/11/02  The revised minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 11 October 2019 were approved.  

Proposed A Clarke, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
c. 19/11/03  The minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 29 October 2019 were approved.  

Proposed A Clarke, seconded A Peachey, AIF. 
d. 19/11/04  The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 31 October 2019 were approved.  Proposed     

D Martindale, seconded A Clarke, AIF. 
  
4. Membership 
a. 19/07/06 It was noted that some Parish Councillors were still struggling to access their laxfield.org email 

addresses.  Paul Innes to contact each for guidance.  
 

5. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 
DC/19/03938  Planning permission granted for the erection (retention of) of garden room and erection of cycle 
store at Mount Pleasant, Station Road, Laxfield, IP13 8HF. 
DC/19/00156  Planning permission granted for the erection of 13 no dwellings at Land to the East of Mill Road, 
Laxfield. 

 
 
 
 
 



b. The following decisions made by the Extraordinary Meeting on Thursday 31 October 2019 were noted:  
DC/19/04864  Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD.  There was no objection to the plans 
for the holiday lodges and associated vehicular access and change to the unit type design but the meeting  
objected to the change in letting periods as the changed wording could lead to permanent residential use of the 
site 
DC/19/02312  Land on the South Side of, Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk. There was strong objection to 
these revised plans and further comment on the plans would be submitted on behalf of the Parish Council.  

 
c. The following application as requested by MSDC was considered: 
DC/19/04998 Land on west Side of Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield.  Erection of 11 no dwellings including 3 no 
affordable dwellings.  It was agreed to support this application with comments as agreed at the Extraordinary 
meeting of 11 October 2019. 
 
d. The following application withdrawal was noted: 
DC/19/03937 Homestead, Vicarage Road, Laxfield IP13 8DT.  Withdrawal of planning application for erection of 
single storey garden studio. 

 
6. Finance 
a. 19/11/05  BACs payments, direct debits and income as listed in Register of Payments were authorised.  

Proposed D Martindale, seconded R Simmonds, AIF.  
b. 19/11/06  Bank reconciliation for October was reviewed and authorised.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded 

R Simmonds, AIF.     
c. 19/11/07  Progress on accessing Barclays on line banking continued to be slow although S Innes had now 

gained access.  DM/LS/MG to continue contact with Barclays.  
d. 19/11/08  It was noted that the Councillor Review of Q2 accounts was completed and reconciled by R 

Simmonds on 28 October 2019. 
e. 19/11/09  It was noted that the CIL Round 4 money had been received and amounted to £3 376.78.  
f. 19/11/10  The ideas for Locality Award application were considered and it was agreed that funding for  the 

following would be applied for: 
I. Bench on Bickers Hill near allotment (£255).  Proposed D Martindale, seconded A Peachey, AIF. 

II. Thatching exhibition materials for The Low House CIC (£500).  Proposed A Clarke, seconded G 
Salter, AIF. 

g. 19/11/11 The meeting to discuss the budget 2020-21 would be held in December.  It was agreed that the 
planting of more trees would be considered as part of the budgeting process.  Any other budget input to be 
fed through to the Clerk by the end of November.  

h. 19/11/12 The grass cutting tender process for the church and memorial was discussed.  An amendment 
regarding dates on the tender form was agreed. The poster would be placed on the noticeboard and website 
with a closing date of 31 December 2019.    Applications would be discussed at the January 2020 Parish 
Council meeting.       

 
7. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area 
a. 19/02/05   The Sports Pavilion proposals had been agreed at the Grounds Committee meeting.  S Innes 

confirmed that a funding application of £150,000 had been submitted to Sports England.   
   

8. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 19/11/12   S Innes confirmed that the NP working group was currently writing the draft plan.  This would be 

brought to the January PC meeting for discussion.   
b. 19/11/13   S Gleave had reported that £1740.72 had been spent on consultancy fees this month, no other 

expenditure was noted.   
 

9. Community Led Housing 
a. 19/11/14    D Martindale had updated the Parish Council prior to the meeting.  The main points are as 

follows: 

• From 16/10 Laxfield Community Land Trust (LCLT) is a company limited by guarantee. 

• The process to establish a bank account is almost complete and an application will then be made and 
considered by the Charities Commission.  



• An application had been made to Homes England to access the Community Housing Fund. The application 
outlines the objectives of the Trust to create up to 8 low cost homes for rent at favourable terms.  The 
estimated costs for the preliminary stage are 150k to carry out option studies and detailed site specific 
proposals.  The bid submitted is for £135k leaving £15k (10%) to find from other resources.    

• The CLT now has its own domain name. 
  

10. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas  
a. 19/05/08  It was noted that G Oughton and B Shuttle were to meet the Clerk on Saturday 16 November to 

access the data from the vehicle SID before moving it to a new location.  This information would be fed back 
at the next PC meeting.  

b. 19/09/19   S Innes had progressed enquiries regarding the river clearance and was due to meet a 
representative from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust for further discussion. 

c. 19/09/20   The meeting thanked G Salter for all the work she had done in making alternative bus 
arrangements when the 532 and 482 routes were cancelled.  G Salter would continue to promote the service 
and this would include posting details in the Parish Newsletter and website.    

d. 19/09/22   It was noted that S Innes had spoken with the owners of the Station Road campsite regarding the 
noise.  No-one had complained to them directly and they had forewarned immediate neighbours prior to the 
party.  They had no plans to have parties there regularly. 

e. 19/09/23   It was noted that Wayfaring signs had been received and they would be put up in appropriate 
places around the village. 

f. 19/10/20  A Clarke confirmed that, on most nights, the light outside the Co-op was being turned off.  
However, turning the light off late at night and early morning had the potential of being a security risk.  It 
was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Co-op to request that they consider different lighting 
(downlight) for outside the shop. 

g. 19/11/15  It was noted that the meeting again requested that Cllr McGregor progress the Gateway signs on 
Station Road. 

h. 19/11/16  It was noted that the Safecam team had promised to assess current speeds on B1117 prior to 
considering police speed checks; Laxfield was now 14th on their list. 

i. 19/11/17  It was noted that Red Stag would conduct a tree survey for approximately £400.  The Clerk to 
check whether the work needs to be put out to tender before progressing.    

11. Correspondence 
a. 19/10/22   The Clerk highlighted that VE Day 75 was to be held on 8 May 2020 and requested that 

consideration be given to activities to commemorate the day.  R Simmonds requested that VJ Day should 
also be included within any activity. 

b. 19/10/25   It was noted that the Clerk would distribute the annual timetable for reference and planning 
before the next meeting. 

c. 19/11/18  it was agreed that Laxfield Bowling Club be granted the land to extend the clubhouse.  Proposed A 
Clarke, seconded G Oughton, AIF.  

d. 19/11/19  Covered at 6fi. 
e. 19/11/20  It was agreed that the purchase of a laptop/tablet for the use of residents to access bus vouchers 

through the Snook Bequest would be discussed at the January meeting. 
f. 19/11/21  It was agreed that the Clerk would talk to the Village Hall Committee regarding hire charges for 

charities for the use of the hall. 
g. 19/11/22  It was confirmed that no-one could attend the SALC AGM on 18 November on behalf of the Parish 

Council.  The Clerk to send apologies. 

12. Date of next meeting 
a. Monday 13 January 2020 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room 

 
 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 
Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

 

mailto:laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com

