
 

 

 
 

LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING  
 

Thursday 30 May 2019 in the Village Hall at 6 pm  
 

MINUTES  
 
 
OPEN FORUM 
Forty members of the public attended the meeting in the village hall to discuss the proposed 
development of 65 houses on Framlingham Road.  In order to aid discussion and debate, S Innes made 
a presentation outlining the application (Appendix 1). 
 
Below is a summary of the main comments made: 
 

 Creating a large housing development opposite the school with only a single access is dangerous and 
crossing the road from the proposed car park would present real issues 
 

 The Neighbourhood Plan Group surveyed villagers regarding their preferences for housing 

development and the overwhelming majority (97%) were in favour of smaller, incremental 

developments and not large developments 

 Also within the NPG survey, the type of housing required by the village is not as indicated in the 

planning application.  It was noted that affordable housing is not going to be affordable for people 

who currently require housing in the village.  The Parish requires low cost homes for local people.  

Affordable Housing is still too expensive.  Most people surveyed favoured true affordable housing and 

self-build opportunities 

 Framlingham Road is a C class road and has a number of dangerous bends and turns which create 
problems.  Three crashes have taken place there and additional traffic coming from only one access 
point will create additional issues 

 

 The number of houses, coupled with a reduction in bus services, will inevitably lead to increased 
traffic in the centre of the village when already the volume and speed of traffic is a cause for concern 

 

 Mid Suffolk Council already has its 5 year housing land supply and it therefore does not have an 
automatic presumption to grant permission for such a large scale development 

 

 Laxfield has already contributed its share of houses as identified in the Local Plan 
 

 In 2017 a housing survey (SHELAA) was completed which allocated 25 houses to this particular site not 
65  

 

 It is outside the Built Up area Boundary and fails to meet any of the criteria set out both in NPPF and 
the MSDC Local Plan Policy CS2 

 

 The development is on the outskirts of the village and therefore not fully integrated into it and no real 
connection        
 

 Light pollution will be a real issue 
 

 Any housing needs to be sustainable                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 



 

 

 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:    S Innes, D Alchin, A Clarke, L Sharman, R Simmonds 

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences 

A Peachey 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
None 
 

3. Planning 
Land on the South Side of Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk 
DC/19/02312 Application for outline planning application (with all matters reserved except access) – 
Erection of 65 dwellings and associated operations including: vehicular and pedestrian access, 
provision of school car park, open space, infrastructure and landscaping. 
Objection:  Proposed by, R Simmonds, seconded by A Clarke.  All in favour. 
Appendix 2 is the detailed response of the Parish Council to MSDC submitted on 25 May 2019 
 

4. Meeting closed at 6 46 pm 
 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting please come along. Alternatively if you would like to raise 
a matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk) 
Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (home); laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

 
 

  


