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OPEN FORUM 
 

Three members of the public were present at the meeting. 
P Gould, County County Councillor, and J Flatman, District Councillor, had submitted their reports in advance of the 
meeting and they can both be found on the Laxfield Parish Council website.   
Cllr Gould was welcomed to the meeting and took the opportunity to introduce himself as the new county 
councillor.  He explained he was eager to hear the issues affecting parishes and identified that highways issues are 
particularly important locally.  He would give his support where he can and where appropriate.   
J Flatman updated the meeting that there was a footpaths officer at SCC, a resource the Parish Council may want to 
tap into.  She also highlighted that nominations were now open for the Local champion awards.  Finally, Laxfield 
Covid 19 volunteer group had been highlighted as doing an excellent job through the pandemic. 
 
A resident asked whether the defibrillator at the village hall was being regularly maintained.  It was confirmed that    
S Innes had been nominated to carry out routine checks and these had been regularly completed since 2019.  It was 
also suggested that a defibrillator should be investigated for outside the Co-op.  This would be investigated by the 
Clerk and reported back at a future meeting.  
 
It was confirmed that, due to the announcement just before the meeting, that covid restrictions would not be totally 
lifted, the Light up Laxfield event planned for July, would be postponed. 
  
 

MINUTES 
 

Attendees:  D Alchin, S Clarke, S Innes, D Martindale, G Oughton, L Sharman, R Simmonds, K Gregory (Clerk). 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
G Salter. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 21/06/01   Minutes from last full Parish Council meeting held on 24 May 2021 were approved.  Proposed      

D Martindale, seconded S Clarke , AIF. 
b. 21/06/02   Minutes from Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 26 May 2021 were approved.  

Proposed D Martindale, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
 

4. Planning 
a. To note the following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council: 

DC/21/02487 Local Planning Authority DOES NOT WISH TO OBJECT to the works 
Proposal & Location of Development: 
Notification for Works to trees in a Conservation Area - Removal of 1no Walnut at The Rookery, Market 
Street, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8DR 
 
DC/20/05953 FULL PLANNING PERMISSION 
Proposal & Location of Development: 
Planning Application. Erection of 3no new dwellings at Land At Pump Lane, Laxfield, Suffolk 
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DC/21/01133 Approval of Reserved Matters following Outline Planning Permission 
Proposal & Location of Development: 
DC/20/02523 dated 28/10/2020. Appearance, Scale, Layout and Landscaping for erection of 8no. Dwellings. 
Discharge of Conditions 2 (Approval of Reserved Matters), 4 (Agreement of Materials), 6 (Provision of 
Footways), 7 (Details of Access), 8 (Carriage Way Improvements), 9 (Detail of Parking), 10 (Refuse and 
Recycling Bin Provision), 11 (Construction Management Plan), 13 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy) and 
14 (Wildlife Sensitive Lighting Design Scheme). 
Land East Of, Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8EZ 
 

b. To note the following comments agreed at the planning committee meeting of 10 June 2021 to be 
submitted to BMSDC: 
DC/21/03051  APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION  
Proposal: Planning Application. Replacement of redundant rural barns under the Fallback 03051Principle 
with Phased Development of 4no dwellings and parking including 1no. innovative self-build dwelling. 
Location: Corner Farm, Banyards Green, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8ES 
Laxfield Parish Council objects to this application.  It is acknowledged that the proposed design is much more 
attractive than that in the original application for prior approval under permitted development rights; 
however, if reliance is going to be made on the fallback principle, the new application should be consistent 
with the form and scale of that original application.  We do not agree that these proposals can be considered 
‘comparable’, as set out in the submitted Design and Access Statement.  This is an important principle which 
we strongly feel should be upheld, as it potentially sets a precedent for future developments to ignore the 
requirements of permitted development legislation. 
 

c. DC/21/02897  APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION  
Proposal: Planning Application - Erection of agricultural building 
Location: Ivy House Farm, Cake Street, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8EW 
There were no objections to this application.  However, Laxfield Parish Council would like the drains to be 
reinstated and realigned rather than lost and culverted. 

 
d. 21/06/03   In relation to planning application DC/21/02617, it was agreed to have a co-ordinated and 

focussed approach when the application went to MSDC planning committee.  Support from the district 
councillor was requested.  

 
5. Finance 
a. 21/06/04   BACs payments, direct debits and receipts as listed in Register of Payments for May 2021 were 

authorised.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
b. 21/06/05   Bank reconciliations for May were reviewed.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded R Simmonds, AIF.   
c. 21/06/06   Performance v budget for May was reviewed and agreed.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D 

Alchin, AIF. 
d. 21/06/07   It was agreed to transfer £30 funds from Laxfield Parish Council current account to Laxfield 

Parochial Council in exchange for a cheque for same amount.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded S Innes, AIF. 
 

6. Audit 2021 
a. 21/06/08   It was noted that the internal audit had been successfully completed and the AIAR and internal 

audit report would be placed on the website.  Thanks were given to all involved and particularly to D 
Martindale for her continuing work on the Parish Council’s website.  It was also noted that the AIAR would 
now be submitted for the external audit.  

 
7. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area  
a. 21/06/09    It was noted that two recycled plastic benches for the children’s playground had been delivered 

and thanks were given to G Oughton for installing them.        
 

8. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 21/06/10   It was noted that the changes highlighted for the draft Neighbourhood Plan had been made and 

the group were awaiting notification from our consultant that these had been accepted by MSDC.  The plan 
would then go forward to referendum.  

b. 21/06/11   It was noted that no monies had been spent on the NPG budget during May.  



 
9. Community Land Trust Ltd 
a. 21/06/12   D Alchin informed the meeting that LCLT Ltd were in discussions with MSDC and CAS regarding 

potential funding and available land.  Further updates would be brought to the July meeting.   
 

10. R oads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas       
a. 21/06/13   The Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan (PIIP) had been distributed to Parish councillors and 

attendees of the Annual Parish meeting.  It was agreed to use several different methods to inform residents 
of its existence and the details within and encourage participation from across the parish in the various 
working groups. 

b. 21/06/14   It was agreed that the Clerk would again contact the resident interested in the footpath warden 
volunteer role, arrange a meeting with S Innes and involve in both the green spaces and highways group 
meetings. 

c. 21/06/15   It was noted that there had been a tremendous response to the Biodiversity project.  S Innes 
would make the application on behalf of a number of parishioners and would feed back the outcome at a 
future meeting.  

d. 21/06/16   A further update on the Tank Pond project would be given at the July meeting.  
e. 21/06/17   The highways group summary of issues, previously circulated, was noted.     
f. 21/06/18   The Laxfield Quiet Lanes project was progressing well. The process of consultation would be 

completed shortly and a further update would be given at the July meeting. 
g. 21/06/19   An email from a resident regarding the state of the hedgerows along various footpaths in the 

parish was noted.  This would be discussed as part of the Highways group and Green Spaces Group.  
Discussions would take place with the footpath warden when in place, and with the Footpaths Officer at 
SCC. 

 
11. Insurance 
a. 21/06/20   It was noted that the Agricultural vehicle insurance will be renewed at the beginning of July 2021. 

 
12. Correspondence    
a. 21/06/21    It was agreed that the Parish Council would purchase Gazebos for Laxfield Community Market.     

J Flatman and the clerk would continue to investigate funding source opportunities to offset the cost.  It was 
also agreed that the gazebos should also be available for other community groups in the parish, when not 
used by the community market.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded S Clarke, AIF.       

b. 21/06/22    The email, previously circulated, from a resident about the Parish Council insert in the newsletter 
about vandalism in the Churchyard was noted.  It was agreed that the clerk should write to the resident on 
behalf of the Parish Council. 

c. 21/06/23    The keyholder situation regarding the ‘Guildhall shed’ was noted.  The clerk to hold details of key 
holders and all keys to be signed in and out when used. 

d. 21/06/24    An email regarding the Co-op community activity co-ordinator was noted.  The clerk to liaise to 
investigate possibilities to work together.  

        
13. Date of next meeting 
a.  Monday 12 July 2021 at 7 30 pm in the village hall 

 
 
Meeting ended at 8 58 pm. 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council.  
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com       
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