
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 8 November 2021 at 7 30 pm in the village hall 

www.laxfield.online 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 

Two members of the public were present at the meeting. 
J Flatman, District Councillor, had submitted her report prior to the meeting and a copy of this is available on the 
website (www.laxfield.online).   
P Gould, County Councillor, had submitted his report prior to the meeting and a copy of this is available on the 
website (www.laxfield.online).  
 
It was agreed that the litter pick equipment provided by MSDC could be borrowed by neighbouring parish, 
Badingham, for use on 27 November. 
A resident raised the issue of parking on the pavements again as an incident had taken place earlier on the week 
where someone, when asked, refused to move their car from the pavement. New ways of encouraging residents not 
to park on pavements would be progressed.  
A resident requested information about the tank pond. S Innes confirmed that the conveyancing solicitor had now 
been changed and progress was now being made about transferring ownership to the Parish Council. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Attendees:  D Alchin, S Clarke, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Oughton, L Sharman, R Simmonds 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
None. 

 
3. Approval of minutes 
a. 21/11/01   The minutes from last full Parish Council meeting held on 11 October 2021 were approved. 

Proposed D Alchin, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 
 

4. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

  DC/21/04244  PLANNING PERMISSION 
Proposal & Location of Development:  Householder application - Erection of single storey rear extension 
(following demolition of existing conservatory) 
5 Guildhall Cottages, High Street, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8DU 

 
DC/21/04979  PLANNING PERMISSION  
Proposal & Location of Development:  Householder Application - Erection of single-storey rear extension 
and replacement windows to front elevation 
Quinton House, Gorams Mill Lane, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8DN 

 
b. DC/21/02617 South side of Framlingham Road planning application  

Discussion took place within the open forum regarding this application which had recently been an agenda 
item at the MSDC planning committee. Disappointment was expressed by parish councillors regarding the 
process and the lack of consideration given to the points put forward by the Parish Council and perceived 
lack of support from District and County councillors. Cllr Gould expressed sadness that this was the view of 
the Council. S Innes agreed to forward the complaint she intended to make to the Ombudsman to Cllr Gould. 
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5. Finance 
a. 21/11/02   BACs payments, direct debits and receipts as listed in Register of Payments for October 2021 

were authorised. Proposed R Simmonds, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 
b. 21/11/03   Bank reconciliations for October 2021 were reviewed. Proposed R Simmonds, seconded                 

L Sharman, AIF. 
c. 21/11/04   Performance v budget for October 2021 were reviewed and agreed. Proposed D Alchin, seconded 

R Simmonds, AIF.  
d. 21/11/05   The agreement from October meeting to pay for the Parish Council inserts in the Parish 

newsletter from October 2021 was noted. Proposed S Innes, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
e. 21/11/06   It was noted that the annual Parish Council insurance was renewed in October 2021. 
f. 21/11/07   It was noted that a CIL payment of £5472.92 had been received from MSDC on 11/10/21. 
g. 21/11/08   It was noted that there had been a significant increase in street lighting electricity costs resulting 

in being overspent on this budget line. 
h. 21/11/09   It was noted that a budget setting 2022 - 2023 meeting of the Finance committee would be held 

on 14 December 2021. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 21/11/10   S Innes stated that MSDC had confirmed that there were no outstanding queries regarding the 

Neighbourhood Plan. It would now be sent for desk top publishing and then it could go forward to 
referendum.  

b. 21/11/11   It was noted that no monies had been spent on the NPG budget during October. 
 

7. Community Land Trust Ltd 
a. 21/11/12   D Alchin confirmed that the CLT housing needs survey would be distributed in the New Year and 

opportunities for acquiring land for the purposes of the CLT were being pursued. 
 

8. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas     
a. 21/11/13    D Alchin updated the meeting regarding the Quiet Lanes project. All areas had been agreed by 

the Highways department and the group were now awaiting the equipment to install signage.  
D Alchin also updated the meeting that any self help work undertaken on the Highways within the parish by 
members of the community would have to be preceded by a one day training course.  DA/SC/SI/LS 
expressed interest in being included in the training. D Alchin to progress.  

b. 21/11/14    D Alchin and S Innes gave an update about the meeting held with Suffolk Highways regarding 
flood mitigation at Gorams Mill Lane. It had been suggested that a community flood kit should be purchased 
which would require a contribution to the £3600 cost from Laxfield Parish Council. It was agreed to offer 
10% towards this. Proposed S Innes, seconded S Clarke, AIF. 

c. 21/11/15    At the open forum, Julie Flatman confirmed that the drain smell at Mill Road was the 
responsibility of Orwell Housing. The clerk to progress again.  

d. 21/11/16    It was confirmed that the Guildhall wall damage was still outstanding. The Clerk to progress 
again. 
21/11/17    It was agreed to fund two ‘no parking’ standing signs for the primary school at a cost of £100 
each. Proposed S Clarke, seconded S Innes, AIF. 

e. 21/11/18    D Alchin had spoken about the bollards at the roadside to the residents at Low Farm and this was 
as much as could be done regarding this. 

f. 21/11/19    D Alchin updated the meeting regarding the development of the PROW at the Jordan site (Phase 
2). It was confirmed that Jordan Developments have reinstated the PROW on their land but had rescinded 
the offer to improve that part of PROW 15 that goes south through the garden of Sunnyside Farm. The route 
from Felgate Close will be accessible when the surfacing to the estate footways is completed this month. 

 
9. Village Hall   
a. 21/11/20    The clerk confirmed that the first aid training would take place in January 2021 at the village hall 

for up to 12 delegates.  
 

10. Correspondence and other issues    
a. 21/11/21    As the COP26 conference was well underway, S Innes outlined four areas where Laxfield Parish 

could have a major impact - energy, transport, food and water.  A number of ideas were floated about 
actions that could be taken (see presentation at the end of the minutes), all of which were enthusiastically 



received.  It was agreed that public consultation and engagement would be essential; it was also agreed that 
S Innes would investigate grants to support the actions identified and come back to the January meeting to 
discuss further.  

b. 21/11/22    S Clarke had distributed information about the plans to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
2022 including lighting of Beacons on 2 June. Contact had been made with a number of organisations within 
the parish and many were keen to be involved.  Estimated budget costs would be sent to the Clerk by mid 
December to be included in the budget setting 2022-23 meeting in December.   

c. 21/11/23    D Martindale confirmed that all bios had been received and were now uploaded on the website.   
d. 21/11/24    S Clarke confirmed that approximately 27 residents and a number of children would participate 

in the Laxfield community litter pick on 13 November.  
e. 21/11/25    D Martindale outlined a proposal for new branding for Laxfield Parish Council and associated 

groups’ documents for use on the website, newsletter and where else required. Thanks were given by the 
Parish Councillors and all were in favour of adopting the new branding.    

f. 21/11/26    The clerk updated the meeting regarding progress with the Local Council Quality Award. She had 
mapped the Parish Council policies and practices against the required criteria and identified gaps. A list of 
how to bridge the gaps and an action plan would be put in place and developed before the January 2022 
meeting.    

g. 21/11/27    It was agreed that, following the request from Dan Poulter, MP, regarding hosting a ‘Meet your 
MP’ event remotely, dates of 13/20/27 January 2022 would be put forward for consideration. 

h. 21/11/28    It was agreed that a donation of £100 should be made to Headway Suffolk.  Proposed R 
Simmonds, seconded S Innes, AIF. 

i. 21/11/29    It was agreed to fund a TEN licence for the Christmas market. Proposed S Clarke, seconded S 
Innes.  AIF. 

j. 21/11/30    It was confirmed that a defibrillator could not be placed in a working telephone box. The clerk to 
progress other locations to house the defibrillator in the centre of the Parish. 

k. 21/11/31    It was agreed to support the Royal Oak’s request for financial support for Laxitude Festival 
September 2022. The clerk to obtain further information to decide how much funding the Parish Council 
would offer. Proposed S Innes, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 

        
11. Date of next meeting 
a.  Monday 10 January 2022 at 7 30 pm in the village hall 

 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 

matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com    

www.laxfield.online 
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