
 

 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 10 October 2022 at 7 30 pm in the Parish Room 

www.laxfield.online 
OPEN FORUM 

 
There were two members of the public present at the meeting.  Several issues were raised: 
- A resident complained about the surface of the road in Framlingham Road due to the vehicles at the building 
site.  This is in addition to the damage already done to the war memorial by the same vehicles. It was noted that the 
clerk had already reported this to Suffolk Highways, would report again and also report to the developers on 
Framlingham Road 
- ALS had requested that the funding already agreed for the single English oak tree be increased due to rising costs.  
The clerk had requested a tree through the Suffolk hedging, tree and wildflower scheme and this had been agreed.  
The clerk to feedback to ALS 
- the damage to the payphone which had already been reported by a resident was noted 
- there was a request by a resident to look at the 30 mph limits in the village including extending the limits, gateway 
signs, roundels.  It was noted that the Highways group continues to progress traffic calming measures 
- a resident requested that her thanks be extended to the Parish Council and specifically to Tony Oakes and Sue 
Innes for listening to the concerns about the noise at Klabang and having an informal word with the landowner. 
 
J Flatman, District Councillor, attended the meeting and highlighted key points from her report.  She had submitted 
her report prior to the meeting and a copy of this is available on the website (www.laxfield.online). 
   
P Gould, County Counciillor, was not in attendance.  He had submitted his report prior to the meeting and a copy of 
this is available on the website (www.laxfield.online).  
 
Cllr Flatman highlighted the following points from SCC and MSDC:  

• Cllr Gould had obtained agreement and he would fund from his locality award the repair to the damaged 
kerb at the side of the Co-op 

• The Section 123 pot was open to applications from parish councils. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Attendees:  D Alchin, S Clarke, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, L Sharman 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
None 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
None  
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 22/10/01   Minutes from last Parish Council meeting held on 12 September 2022 were approved.  Proposed 

L Sharman, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
 

4. Membership 
a. 22/10/02   Two applications for co-opted membership of Laxfield Parish Council had been received and were 

discussed.  Co-option of the applicants was agreed.  The Clerk confirmed the applicants as Rob Sutton and 
Sally Sutton and they were formally welcomed to the Parish Council.  Each councillor signed the declaration 
of acceptance in the presence of the clerk. 
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5. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 DC/22/04351 
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/06165 Conditions 6 (Refuse Bins and 
Collection Areas) and 8 (Provision of EV Charging) 
Location: Manor Farm, Badingham Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8JA 

 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENT DC/22/03509 
Proposal & Location of Development: Application for Listed Building Consent - External repairs to brickwork, 
gutters, windows and bargeboards, application of lime render within annex building and redecoration of 
external metal and timber to match existing, as outlined in design and access statement 
Co-op Food Store, High Street, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DH 

 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CUT DOWN, TOP, LOP OR UPROOT TREES IN A CONSERVATION AREA IN RESPECT OF  
WHICH NO TREE PRESERVATIONORDER IS IN FORCE DC/22/04291 
Application for works to trees in a Conservation Area - Fell 1no Bird Cherry (T3) and 2no Horse Chestnut (T12 
and T13) and replant space, repollard 2no Limes (T9 and T17) back to previous points, reduce height and 
lateral spread of 1no Lime (T5) by 3m, 1no Horse Chestnut (T15) by 3-3.5m, reducing overextended north by 
4m, and 1no Horse Chestnut (T16) by 2.5-3m to previous pruning points, and remove deadwood from 1no 
Horse Chestnut (T11) 
All Saints Church, Church Walk, Laxfield, Suffolk 

 
b. The following comments submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/22/03993 
Proposal: Planning Application - Demolition of existing barn and replace with 1No. new dwelling as 
alternative scheme to approved DC/22/00494.  Location: Barn At Little Meadows Farm, Banyards Green, 
Laxfield, IP13 8EU. Reason(s) for re-consultation: Amended plan received 15.09.22 
 

6. Finance 
a. 22/10/03   BACs payments, direct debits and receipts as listed in Register of Payments for September 2022 

were noted.  Proposed S Innes, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 
b. 22/10/04   Bank reconciliations for September 2022 were reviewed.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded D 

Alchin, AIF.  
c. 22/10/05   Performance v budget and monthly accounts for September 2022 were reviewed and agreed.  

Proposed S Innes, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
d. 22/10/06   S Innes updated the meeting regarding the CIL pavilion development application.  She had met 

with a member of the BMSDC spatial infrastructure team who is assisting with the bid.  Suggestions were 
made for next steps and potential sources of funding.  A full business plan would be produced including cost 
indications. Requests had already been sent to three companies for indicative costs for refurbished portacabin 
type buildings to be used as team changing rooms.  This would enable the interior to be remodelled and 
refurbished in accordance with the new requirements.  A grounds committee meeting would be organised within 
the next few weeks to progress. 

e. 22/10/07   It was noted that the external audit has been successfully completed; the exercise of public rights 
and associated documentation had been posted on the website and the noticeboard. 

f. 22/10/08   It was noted that the Parish Council insurance has been renewed at an increased cost.  A 
document explaining the reasons for this had been previously circulated. 
    

7. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 22/10/09  S Innes updated the meeting regarding the proposed next steps for the Neighbourhood Plan.  The 

following actions were agreed.  Proposed S Clarke, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
i. Ian Poole, consultant, would be asked to apply for grant funding to cover the costs of the works set 

out in the report and to produce an initial report setting out any changes needed to the current 
version of the Neighbourhood Plan   

ii. the work to be carried out should include the production of a Laxfield Design Guide, which will then 
form part of the requirements shaping future development in the Parish 

iii. a formal Landscape Appraisal would be carried out by a qualified professional who can review and 
where necessary improve on the version originally produced for the original Plan. 

 



 
8. Community Land Trust Ltd 
a. 22/10/10   D Alchin updated the meeting that the CLT are in conversation with MSDC regarding the DC 

owned plot of land on the north side of Bickers Hill. He confirmed that the DC are also contacting various 
Housing Associations (Registered Providers) and will advise the CLT of the RP interest when they have a 
valuation of the land. 

 
9. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas     
a. 22/10/11   The following Highways items were discussed:  

I. It was agreed that the clerk would contact the Low House regarding the flood kit storage and 
rental payment 

II. It was agreed that 24 or 25/11 at 9 am would be proposed for the promotional event with SCC 
regarding the flood mitigation kit.  The clerk to progress  

III. D Alchin updated the meeting regarding the Mill Road development proposals and the offer 
from MSDC to part fund the project.  It was agreed that £25000 from the Parish Council budget 
would be reserved in order to progress the project.  Proposed S Innes, seconded D Martindale, 
AIF.  Funds would also be sought from Cllr Gould 

IV. Thanks were noted from a resident for the reparation of the manhole covers.  
b. 22/10/12    The Council thanked Rik Fox for his offer to become volunteer tree warden for Laxfield and this 

was agreed.  He would be invited to the next Parish Council meeting to discuss further.  
c. 22/10/13   The footpath report for September 2022, previously circulated, was noted. 
d. 22/10/14   Quotes for work to be carried out on diseased and damaged trees in the Churchyard were 

discussed.  It was agreed to progress the quote from MD Services.  Proposed S Clarke, seconded L Sharman, 
AIF.  

e. 22/10/15   The quote of £450 to cut back the overhanging trees in the old cemetery was agreed.  Proposed   
S Innes, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 

f. 22/10/16   Costs to survey trees outside the Baptist Church were discussed.  The quote was agreed.  
Proposed S Clarke, seconded S Innes, AIF. 

g. 22/10/17   A discussion regarding improving parking in the parish took place.  As a result of this, it was 
agreed that an Extraordinary meeting would take place on 26 October at 7 pm to explore further.     

h. 22/10/18   The BMSDC tree canopy survey was noted.    
i. 22/10/19   It was noted that an application to provide hedging for the Station Road allotments and for an 

English Oak tree has been successful as part of the BMSDC Trees, Hedgerows and Wildflower Scheme 2022. 
 

10. Correspondence and other issues    
a. 22/10/20   The clerk confirmed that she continued to determine a power source for the defibrillator.  
b. 22/10/21   Parish Council meeting dates for 2023 were agreed.   
c. 22/10/22   Thanks were noted to Giles Weston and team and Eddie Baker team for organising the erection 

and removal of the Platinum jubilee bunting. 
d. 22/10/23   It was agreed that L Sharman would be the nominated councillor to be listed as a member of the 

Laxfield community market which is a requirement for their CIO registration. 
e. 22/10/24   The increase of the Town and Parish Council Election costs 2023 were noted.    

 
11.  Date of next meeting 

Monday 14 November 2022 at 7 30 pm in the Parish Room. 
 

Meeting closed at 9 12 pm. 
 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a matter of 
concern, please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 
Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com     

www.laxfield.online 
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