PARISHCOUNCIL

LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday 10 July 2023 at 7 30 pm in the Parish Room

www.laxfield.online

OPEN FORUM
Seven members of the public attended the open forum.

Reports had been received from county and district councillors and are available on the website. Clir Gould, County
Councillor, had sent his apologies. ClIr Linder, district councillor attended the meeting, gave an update on a number
of planning applications and other issues and stayed for the full meeting.

Two residents updated the meeting regarding the memorial bench they wished to purchase for the parish. The
details are covered in the main meeting at item 10b 23/07/14.

It was agreed that a wreath be purchased for the Royal British Legion poppy day at a cost of £75. Proposed S Innes,
seconded S Sutton, AIF. To be noted at September 2023 meeting.

Five residents complained about the road surface on Fisher Close. They had initially been led to believe that all the
surfaces on the roads at the Bickers Hill (west side) development were to be the same tarmac covering but after they
had purchased their properties were informed that a revision to the original plans had been granted permission.
Other roads in the development were tarmac but Fisher Close is tar and chippings. The issue with this surface is that
the chippings are not bound adequately and spread well beyond Fisher Close and into drainage gullies in other areas
of the development — this is particularly problematic when larger vehicles use the road, for example when deliveries
are made and on bin collection days. The loss of chippings means that tar is exposed and softens on hot days to the
point where it is transferred on to tyres, pushchair wheels, etc. There is also a problem with drainage on the road, as
the ironworks are set out above the final surface so water cannot drain away immediately, leading to standing water
which persists for some time. It was agreed that one of the residents would send the clerk photos of the surface for
reference. Agreed action is noted at item 9 23/07/09 g.

It was noted that a resident who runs his own business is interested in local sponsorship opportunities.

It was agreed to fund Fressingfield Scouts’ new outside storage area for their pioneering poles at a cost of £229.86.
Proposed S Innes, seconded O Hackett, AIF. To be noted at the September 2023 meeting.

It was highlighted to the meeting that new, parish council specific, email addresses for all would be introduced
during the coming months and this would be discussed at the September meeting. It was also agreed that the
website would not be changed.
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MINUTES
Attendees: D Alchin, S Clarke, O Hackett, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, R Sutton, S Sutton

1. Apologies and approval of absences
L Sharman.

2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Membership
a. 23/07/01 S Clarke’s signing of Vice Chair declaration of office was noted.

4. Approval of minutes
a. 23/07/02 Minutes from Parish Council meeting of 12 June 2023 were approved. Proposed R Sutton,
seconded D Martindale, AlF.

5. Planning
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted:
DC/23/01901 - Proposal & Location of Development: Full Planning Application - Construction of new highways
access and stopping up of existing access. Elm Farm, Wells Corner, Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8EG

DC/23/02482 - Proposal & Location of Development: Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area reduce
crown volume of 1No. Ash (T1) by up to 30%. Kings Head Inn, Gorams Mill Lane, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13
8DW.

b. The following comments submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council were noted:
DC/23/02672 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of agricultural machinery plant and store with LED lighting and solar
panels including construction of concrete pad and creation of new vehicular access from Bickers Hill to Hill Farm.
Location: Access Road From Bickers Hill Road To Hill Farm, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8HA
Laxfield Parish Council objected to this application. Full comments can be found in the minutes of the 22 June 2023
planning committee meeting and on the MSDC website.

c. It was noted that the following applications had been withdrawn:
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/23/02322
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of covered canopy between the main building and rear outbuildings.
Location: Co-op Food Store, High Street, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DH

APPLICATION FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT - DC/23/02323
Proposal: Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of covered canopy between the main building and rear
outbuildings. Location: Co-op Food Store, High Street, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DH.

d. The following planning issues were discussed:

l. It was noted that a meeting would be held with MSDC regarding queries about the building development
on the East side of Bickers Hill on Friday 14 July. Outcomes from the meeting would be circulated
following this.

Il. D Alchin had sent an email to the district councillor regarding the Framlingham Road development site
and awaited a response. To be discussed at the September meeting.

Ill. A Linder, district councillor, informed the meeting that planning application DC/23/02672 had now been
withdrawn. The Parish Council awaits formal notification.

6. Finance
a. 23/07/03 BACs payments, direct debits and receipts as listed in Register of Payments for June 2023 were
approved. Proposed D Martindale, seconded S Sutton, AlF.
b. 23/07/04 Bank reconciliations for June 2023 were agreed. Proposed D Alchin, seconded D Martindale, AIF.



23/07/05 Performance v budget and monthly accounts for June 2023 were reviewed. Proposed S Innes,
seconded R Sutton, AIF.

23/07/06 It was noted that the insurance for the agricultural vehicle (2) and the new grass cutter had been
reviewed and will be renewed in July 2023.

7. Neighbourhood Plan

a.

23/07/07 S Innes confirmed that approval for AECOM to develop the Design Guide had been confirmed and
an application for further funding would be made through the NP consultant for the remaining work to
review the Neighbourhood Plan when the opportunity was available again.

8. Community Land Trust Ltd

a.

23/07/08 D Alchin informed the meeting that Laxfield CLT was in communication with MSDC regarding the
S106 agreement for the CLT properties on Fisher Close.

9. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas

a.

23/07/09 The highways group update and footpath report were noted. The following items were discussed:

a. B1117 Vicarage Road footway — carried over to September 2023 meeting.

b. The response from District Councillor in charge of Transport regarding the 20mph default speed
limit had been circulated and was noted.

c. D Alchin awaited responses from the consultant regarding the Mill Road development proposals.
This item would be carried over to the September 2023 meeting.

d. White lining expenditure by Parish Council on High Street/Market Street/Bickers Hill would be
carried over to the September 2023 meeting.

e. It was agreed that the clerk would progress the cutting back of the vegetation around the Bickers
Hill and Market Square name plates so that visibility of the signs is improved.

f. The poor state of grass on footpaths was discussed and the response from SCC regarding
landowner responsibility and payment had been circulated. The clerk (in conjunction with R
Sutton) to contact PROW to progress, copying P Gould and keeping A Linder informed.

g. The road surface on Fisher Close was discussed at the open forum. It was agreed to pursue the
points raised by the residents. The clerk to liaise with S Innes to draft email to the planning
enforcement officer.

23/07/10 It was noted that a draft Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) would be discussed at the next GSG
meeting on 19 July and brought to the September Parish Council meeting for discussion.

23/07/11 Thanks were noted to the resident who (with the landowner’s permission) trimmed the hedge
on the footpath at Sunnyside Farm.

23/07/12 The felling of a diseased sycamore tree at Pump Lane and request from landowner for funding
towards cost was discussed. It was agreed not to contribute towards the cost of felling the tree as the
parish council could not take responsibility for historic work carried out by utility companies.

10. Correspondence and other issues

a.

23/07/13 Aresident’s suggestion regarding establishing a dog park was discussed. It was agreed that S
Innes would go back to the resident to say that the Parish Council would be supportive of the
establishment of a working group to investigate the feasibility of the idea, possible locations and costs.
However, the Parish council would not be able to lead the group.

23/07/14 The location for a resident’s request for a memorial bench had been discussed at the open
forum. The bench would replace the one in situ at the Noyes Avenue/B1117 junction which had been in
place since 1965 and was now in disrepair. The only remaining descendent of the previous memorial
bench owner had agreed to this being replaced. Once permission has been sought from SCC regarding the
replacement bench, it was greed that the parish council would adopt the bench and take responsibility for
its maintenance.

23/07/15 OH updated the meeting regarding the scrap metal collection proposal and circulated a poster
to advertise the event. Dates for the collection will be confirmed as soon as possible.

23/07/16 S Sutton confirmed that the 30mph ‘sticker’ for wheelie bins distribution had been slow. They
would be advertised again in the newsletter and S Sutton to promote again to residents.

23/07/17 It was agreed to fund a marquee at a cost of £800 for a whole community fundraising event in
August in aid of the Young Persons’ cancer ward at Addenbrookes Hospital.

23/07/18 It was agreed to submit applications for the Suffolk Community Awards. The clerk to progress.
23/07/19 It was noted that the old gazebos will be borrowed by a resident during July.



h. 23/07/20 It was noted that the 80 anniversary of D Day will take place on 6/6/24. Ideas to
commemorate were discussed and the parish council would liaise with local organisations including the
museum, the churches, British Royal Legion and the scouts to progress. This item to be carried forward to
the September meeting.

i. 23/07/21 O Hackett suggested introducing a Good Neighbour Scheme within Laxfield. It was highlighted
that GNS had been discussed in previous years and there had been little interest in residents volunteering
to co-ordinate the scheme. It was agreed however to advertise the idea again within the next newsletter
and O Hackett would liaise with Stradbroke GNS for further information.

11. Date of next meeting — Monday 11 September 2023.

Meeting closed at 9 15 pm.

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a matter of
concern, please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council.
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL
Tel: 07719988668 (mobile); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com
www.laxfield.online
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