
 

 

 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 13 March 2023 at 7 30 pm in the Parish Room 

www.laxfield.online 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 

One member of the public attended the meeting. 
 

J Flatman, District Councillor, attended the meeting.  She had submitted her report prior to the meeting and a copy 
of this is available on the website (www.laxfield.online). 
   
P Gould, County Councillor, had sent his apologies.   
 

MINUTES 
 
Attendees:  D Alchin, S Clarke, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, L Sharman, R Sutton, S Sutton 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
None 

 
2. Declarations of interest 

None 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 23/02/01   The minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 13 February 2023 were approved.  

Proposed R Sutton, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
 

4. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

PLANNING PERMISSION DC/22/05731 
Proposal & Location of Development: Full Planning Application - Conversion of 5No agricultural buildings to 
form 5No dwellings (following demolition of 2No agricultural buildings) including garages. 
Fourwinds Farm, Badingham Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8HT 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION DC/22/04860 
Proposal & Location of Development: Planning Application - Siting of static caravan for residential use in 
conjunction with livery yard and stud. 
Sandale Stud And Livery Yard, Banyards Green, Laxfield, IP13 8EU 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION DC/22/06138 
Proposal & Location of Development: Full Planning Application - Change of use and conversion of agricultural 
building to 1no. dwellinghouse (retention of) Arcadia Barn, Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge IP13 
8HD 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION DC/22/06161 
Proposal & Location of Development: Householder Application - Erection of single story side extension 
Meadow Barn, Gorams Mill Lane, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DN 
 
 
 

http://www.laxfield.online/
http://www.laxfield.online/


b. The following comments submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/23/00707 
Proposal: Planning Application. Retention of log cabin for use as private ear care clinic 
Location: The Middy Caravan, Framlingham Road, Laxfield, IP13 8HD 
There were no objections to this application.  A request was made however for consideration to be given to 
the provision of adequate parking and whether the septic tank could be updated to a treatment plant/unit. 
 

5. Finance 
a. 23/03/02   BACs payments, direct debits and receipts as listed in Register of Payments for February 2023 

were authorised.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded L Sharman, AIF.  
b. 23/03/03   Bank reconciliations for February 2023 were approved.  Proposed S Innes, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
c. 23/03/04   Performance v budget and monthly accounts for February 2023 were noted.  Proposed D 

Martindale, seconded S Innes, AIF. 
d. 23/03/05   The earmarked and restricted monies held in reserve accounts were noted. Proposed S Innes, 

seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
e. 23/03/06   The Asset Register as at March 2023 was approved.  Proposed S Innes, seconded D Martindale, 

AIF.  
f. 23/03/07   The financial risk assessment as at March 2023 was noted.  Proposed L Sharman, seconded S 

Innes, AIF.  
g. 23/03/08   S Innes updated the meeting that the CIL application for the pavilion development project would 

be delayed until the next round in October 2023.  A full consultation event with the parish would need to be 
arranged for May/June time and this would be progressed.   

    
6. Neighbourhood Plan 

a. 23/03/09   S Innes updated the meeting that the landscape assessment was almost completed and then a 
conversation would take placed regarding a design guide for the parish. 
 

7. Community Land Trust Ltd 
a. 23/03/10   D Alchin had previously circulated his report stating that, regarding the Bickers Hill piece of land, 

MSDC have commissioned a valuation on the land they own in Bickers Hill which is sited fronting the west 
side of Bickers Hill Road between Felgate Close and the allotments. 
They have also approached two registered providers (RP) to see if they are interested in developing the site 
with the CLT. They have both signified agreement in principle.  The CLT is established with the aim of 
providing homes for rent in perpetuity for people with local connections.  
Meetings will be arranged by the CLT with both RPs to develop the principles and selection of an appropriate 
RP will be made by the CLT and MSDC.  The site is outside of the village envelope and any planning approval 
will need to be made on the basis of a Rural Exception Site. This will entail proving to the satisfaction of the 
planning authority that there is a need for development that cannot be made elsewhere. This will be based 
on housing need surveys and on current registers of interested tenants. 

  
8. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas    

a. 23/03/11    Pavilion development update - see item 5g 23/03/08.  
b. 23/03/12    The costs of £350 for a bench for Mill Road/Dennington Road junction were agreed.  Proposed S 

Innes, seconded D Alchin, AIF.     
c. 23/03/13    It was noted that the state of the footpath from the Felgate development to the side of Sunnyside 

Farm’s land had been reported to Cllr Gould and was being progressed. 
d. 23/03/14    The highways group update and footpath report were noted.  It was confirmed that tenders for 

Mill Road works were being progressed and the Parish Council would be updated accordingly.     
It was also agreed to fund vandal proof bolts for the Quiet Lane signs.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded L 
Sharman, AIF. 

e. 23/03/15    The poor state of Church walk footpath was discussed.  Wheel chair users and pushchair users 
faced particular difficulty when trying to use the footpath due to the pot holes and mounds.  The clerk to 
report to Suffolk Highways and also Cllr Gould.    

f. 23/03/16    Laxfield High Street tree survey reports and proposed action were noted and agreed.  Proposed S 
Sutton, seconded S Clarke, AIF.  

g. 23/03/17    It was agreed to pay for the photocopying for the community streets event.  Proposed R Sutton, 
seconded D Martindale, AIF.   
It was also agreed to order the 30 mph stickers for wheelie bins.  Proposed S Sutton, seconded D Alchin, AIF.   



h. 23/03/18    It was agreed to pay for a plaque for a donated bench at a cost of £40.  Proposed D Martindale, 
seconded S Innes, AIF.  

i. 23/03/19    It was noted that a new Bickers Hill Road street sign has been ordered and will be in place within 
8-12 weeks.  

   
9. Correspondence and other issues    

a. 23/03/20   A meeting with Suffolk Highways regarding the power for the defibrillator was still awaited 
despite several emails from the clerk.  The clerk to follow up again. 

b. 23/03/21   It was agreed to fund CPR and defibrillator training for residents and also the cost of hiring the 
village hall.  Proposed S Innes, seconded D Martindale, AIF.   

c. 23/03/22   It was agreed that the clerk should progress a war graves plaque for the cemetery as advised by 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.        

d. 23/03/23   The plans for the coronation street party were discussed.  A poster advertising the event would 
be placed in the newsletter, noticeboard and website.    

e. 23/03/24    May 2023 elections were discussed. It was confirmed that nomination forms were available on 
the Electoral Commission and MSDC websites.  Nomination forms have to be hand delivered at various 
locations across the district and the clerk will deliver on behalf of the parish to Eye on Friday 24 March if 
required by nominees. 

f. 23/03/25   All Saints and the Baptist churches request to fund a welcome newsletter for new Laxfield 
residents was discussed again.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should not fund the newsletter on this 
occasion.   

 
10. Date of next meeting - Monday 17 April 2023 at 7 30 pm in the Parish Room. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 8 50 pm. 

 
 

 
If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 

matter of concern, please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 07719 988668 (mobile); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com      

www.laxfield.online 
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