
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 20 April 2020 at 7 30 pm (remotely through Zoom)  
OPEN FORUM 

 

• No residents attended the meeting.  Due to the unprecedented nature of the meeting through remote means, a 
resident had submitted an item for the open forum in advance of the meeting.  A request was made for a 
donation from the Parish Council for the Food Bank.  It was agreed that a donation of £500 would be made.  
Proposed R Simmonds, seconded M Gleave, AIF.    

• J Flatman, District Councillor, attended the meeting and had submitted her report in advance.  There were no 
questions resulting from this. It was confirmed that the Planning Committee would continue to sit and all 
contentious applications would still go through to this committee.  J Flatman and the Parish Clerk would have 
advance notification of this as was normal procedure.  It was also confirmed that the Mobbs Meadow planning 
application had been withdrawn from the Planning Committee as there was a query about land ownership. 

 
MINUTES 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
No apologies were received.  However it was noted that D Alchin and D Martindale could only attend part of the 
meeting due to technical problems. 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
None 
 

3. Parish Council membership 
a. 20/04/01  The resignation of Cllr Andy Peachey was noted and for the long and valuable service he had given to 

Laxfield Parish Council was thankfully acknowledged   The Parish Councillors wished him well for the future. 
 

4. Approval of minutes 
a. 20/04/02   The minutes from the last full Parish Council meeting held on 9 March 2020 were approved.  

Proposed A Clarke, seconded M Gleave, AIF.  
 

5. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

DC/20/020850 Location: Barn at Low Farm House, Mill Road, Laxfield, Suffolk 
Proposal: Non-Material Amendment to DC/18/02051 - drive and turning area to be permeable tarmac 
 
DC/20/00480 Location: Garden House, Vicarage Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DT 
Proposal: Erection of two and single storey side extensions, cat slide dormer to rear, porch and detached, 
double garage. (Demolition of stable and treehouse).  Planning permission GRANTED 

 
b. 20/04/03  The letter from the Chief Planning Officer regarding the handling of planning applications during the 

Covid-19 crisis which had previously been circulated was noted.  The contents were discussed with J Flatman 
within the Open Forum as outlined above. 
 

6. Finance 
a. 20/04/04  BACs payments, direct debits and income as listed in Register of Payments for April were approved.  

Proposed R Simmonds, seconded G Salter, AIF. 
b. 20/04/05  Bank reconciliations for March were approved.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded M Gleave, AIF.  
c. 20/04/06  The end of year accounts, performance v budget, previously circulated, were approved.  Proposed R 

Simmonds, seconded M Gleave, AIF. 
d. 20/04/07  It was noted that, due to Covid-19, the internal and external audit process will be delayed.   
e. 20/04/08  It was noted that the first instalment of the precept amounting to £21 215.00 had been received. 
f. 20/04/09  It was noted that a CIL payment of £10 108.60 had been received from MSDC. 

 
 

7. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area 
a. 19/02/05   Sports Pavilion proposal update was held over until the May meeting  



b. 20/04/10   It was noted that the Children’s play area inspection report had been circulated previously and the 
action points and ratings for equipment were noted.  It was agreed that the key points for action would be 
addressed following the period of lockdown.  It was agreed to use the new inspection company the following 
year.    

 
8. Covid-19: Laxfield response 
a. 20/04/11   The response of Laxfield to the Covid-19 crisis was noted and thanks were given to Sue Gleave and 

the team of volunteers for all the work they are doing to support the village.  Others who had proactively 
supported were thanked in addition to the Co-op for continuing an excellent service during these 
unprecedented times.  

b. 20/04/12   S Innes raised the issue of interim financial support for residents who are unable to access cash 
particularly for shopping during the Covid-19 crisis.  It was agreed to make a float of £500 available to the 
volunteer support group during this time. Monies available would be for essential shopping only.  The clerk to 
liaise with S Gleave and S Innes to action.  Proposed A Clarke, seconded S Innes, AIF. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 20/04/13  S Innes updated the meeting by explaining that the Neighbourhood Plan six weeks statutory 

consultation process had ended and feedback was now being collated.  Disappointment was expressed as, due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, the final stage of the process, the neighbourhood plan referendum, would be 
significantly delayed until May 2021.  The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group intends to continue the Plan 
development process as far as possible so that it is ready for the next stage at the earliest opportunity. 

b. 20/04/14  The Clerk confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan budget 2019-20 was slightly overspent by £157.51. 
 

10. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas  
a. 20/02/11   It was noted that the Spring Clean Suffolk 2020: Laxfield litter pick, had been postponed until Autumn 

2020 
b. 20/04/15   A draft table outlining current issues raised with the Highways Department by the Parish Council 

through D Alchin had been circulated prior to the meeting, the contents of which were noted.  These would be 
discussed more fully at the next meeting and would continue to be progressed post this lockdown period.        

c. 20/04/16    A Highways working group proposal was discussed to progress the issues raised as above and also to 
develop a strategic plan for the Highways etc within the village.  This was agreed in principle and would be 
progressed during late Spring/Summer.  Parish Councillors were asked to consider whether they would be 
willing to be part of this group.      

d. 20/04/17    A resident had made a dog fouling complaint at Sunnyside Farm, Gorams Mill Lane.  It was agreed 
that two signs would be provided to attempt to alleviate the problem and a new bin would be ordered for the 
top of the footpath, near the allotments on Bickers Hill.  The Clerk to order and G Oughton to liaise with the 
resident regarding the signs. 

It was noted that dog fouling had increased dramatically within the village and particularly during the period 
of lockdown. It was agreed to emphasise again the need for owners to pick up after their dogs.  Such 
inconsiderate behaviour was completely unacceptable and would be reported when seen.  The Clerk to place 
this reminder on the website and in the newsletter.    

11. Correspondence 
a. 19/10/22    It was confirmed that VE Day 75, 8 May 2020 commemoration activities were postponed until further 

information became available.    
b. 20/04/18     Thanks from Suffolk Accident Rescue Service (SARS) for donation were noted.  
c. 20/04/19     It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting, due to be held on 11 May 2020 will now not take place 

in the Village Hall and alternative means of disseminating the information to the village were discussed.  The 
Clerk would still request reports from the various organisations in the village and would request that a large 
section of the June Parish Newsletter be made available for this purpose.  It was also therefore agreed to pay for 
the June Parish Newsletter so that it can be distributed to all households.  Proposed S Innes, seconded A Clarke, 
AIF.       

 
12. Date of next meeting 

a. Monday 11 May 2020 at 7 30 pm.  Location TBD 
 


