
  

 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING  

Tuesday 23 June 2020  at 6 00 pm (remotely through zoom) 
 

OPEN FORUM 
No members of the public present. 

 
MINUTES  

Present:   D Alchin, A Clarke,  S Innes, D Martindale, G Oughton, G Salter, L Sharman, R Simmonds, K 
Gregory (Clerk)  

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences 

M Gleave  
 

2. Declarations of interest 
None 
 

3. Purpose - To discuss: 
 
Planning application: DC/20/02273 
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No replacement dwelling (following part demolition of 
existing).   
Location: Boundary Lodge Farm, Cratfield Lane, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP19 0DE 
 
The planning application and supporting documents were discussed in detail and it was agreed that the 
Parish Council would object to the planning application on the following grounds: 

 
a. Insufficient information has been provided to enable proper consideration of the application: for 

example, the habitats and species map is illegible as viewed in its current format, as is the Countryside 
Stewardship targeting and scoring layers map.  The Design Expectations questionnaire responses are in 
many cases meaningless without seeing the questions to which they are responding.  Some of the 
answers to these questions are also contradictory; for example there is one response which states that 
the design arose from an appraisal of the site, whilst another response states that the design has been 
used elsewhere in East Anglia.  There is no information provided about proposals for the treatment of 
the part of the existing dwelling which is to be retained. 

b. The scale of the proposed property, in particular its height.  Contrary to what is stated in the application, 
the roof of the existing property is visible from the road, and increasing the height by adding a further 
storey plus a fairly steeply pitched roof will clearly increase the visual impact on the surrounding open 
countryside.   

c. Only part of the existing dwelling is to be retained, and this is to be completely separate from the 
proposed new-build scheme.  This therefore seems to imply that the proposal should be considered to 
be a new dwelling in its own right and therefore subject to the same considerations as other new-build 
schemes in the open countryside rather than as a replacement for the existing property. 

d. The proposed development would have a significant detrimental impact on the existing wildlife stepping 
stone provided by the site. The expanses of agricultural land around the application site mean that 
wildlife stepping stones and corridors are extremely important and should be protected and enhanced.  
Any development on this site will have a substantial impact on biodiversity and should therefore be 
carried out sensitively. 

e. The application states that this development will not affect any wildlife or habitats, but in fact we believe 
that an ecological survey should be carried out before the application can be considered further.  
Amongst other species, this area is known to be a habitat for Little Owls which are suffering population 
decline, and there is a valuable wildlife pond close to the application site.  

f. The proposed use of slate for the roof is not appropriate in this location; there are, in fact, very few 
buildings locally with slate roofs. 



 
 

The Council appreciated that the points below are not grounds for objection but made the following 
observations: 
 
a. The hedging and greenery screen around the land should be protected and maintained in order to soften 

the silhouette of the proposed building and help integrate it with its surroundings 
b. The willow tree on the property should be protected 
c. Any planning permission granted should make clear that any future application for change of use from a 

domestic dwelling should be refused. 
 
Proposed S Innes, seconded A Clarke.  AIF.   

 
4. Meeting closed at 6 40 pm 

 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to 
raise a matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk) 
Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (home); laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

 
 

  
 
  


