
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday 10 February 2020 in the Parish Room at 7.30pm  
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 

• Four members of the public attended the Open Forum and the following points were raised: 
o A resident objected to comments about their land made by the Parish Council in relation to planning 

application DC/19/4998.  The Chair apologised for any upset caused but confirmed that the 
comments were made in good faith.  The Clerk to respond by email to the queries raised by the 
resident. 

o Representatives from the Royal Oak and The Low House asked for funding from the Parish Council 
for Laxitude and Litfest respectively.  It was agreed that this would be considered at the March 
Parish Council meeting. 

 

• Cllr Flatman’s report had been received prior to the meeting and circulated to the councillors.  The report is 
attached for information, the main points are as follows: 

o Funding is available for VE Day celebrations.  The Clerk to make contact for further information 
o The budget for the expansion of Stradbroke and Stowmarket leisure services had just been signed 

off.  
 

MINUTES 
 

Present:  D Alchin, A Clarke, M Gleave, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Oughton, A Peachey, G Salter,  
L Sharman, R Simmonds. 

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences 

None. 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
Gary Oughton – DC/20/00480 planning application - Garden House, Vicarage Road, Laxfield. 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 20/02/01  The minutes from the last full Parish Council Meeting held on 13 January 2020 were approved.  

Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
  
4. Membership 
a. 19/07/06  It was noted that those Councillors who still wanted to have the laxfield.org email addresses 

would persevere in setting them up and would contact Paul Innes for assistance if necessary. Those 
Councillors who did not want to have laxfield.org email addresses confirmed that they were happy to 
continue with their current one for Laxfield Parish Council business.   

 
5. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

DC/19/05614     Location:  Barn And Land At Sunnyside Farm, Gorams Mill Lane, Laxfield, Suffolk 
Application for Outline Planning Permission (all matters reserved) - Erection of 1No dwelling and 
two bay cart lodge.  APPLICATION REFUSED 
 
DC/19/02312      Location: Land to the South side of Framlingham Road 
Outline Planning application for 49 houses on the South side of Framlingham Road – OUTLINE PLANNING 
APPLICATION PERMITTED. 
Following discussion about the above decision, it was agreed to hold an Extraordinary Meeting on Thursday 
20 February 2020 at 7 30 pm in the Village Hall in order for village residents to debate and agree the next 
steps regarding this decision.   

 



b. The following applications as requested by MSDC were considered and supported: 
DC/20/00241     Location:  Land at Badingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk, IP13 8JA 
Proposal: Planning Application - Use of land for siting 4no eco shepherds’ huts for Holiday Let 
Accommodation. Erection of ablutions block following demolition of stable block 
Comment made regarding the appropriateness of the cess pit and the letting period to prohibit permanent 
residency. 
Proposed A Clarke, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 

 
DC/20/00480     Location: Garden House, Vicarage Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DT 
Proposal:  Householder Planning Application - Erection of two and single storey side extensions, cat slide 
dormer to rear, porch and detached double garage. (Demolition of stable and treehouse).   
Proposed R Simmonds, seconded M Gleave, AIF. 
 

6. Finance 
a. 20/02/02   BACs payments, direct debits and income as listed in Register of Payments for February were 

authorised.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded M Gleave, AIF. 
b. 20/02/03   Bank reconciliation for January was reviewed and signed off.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D 

Martindale, AIF.     
c. 20/01/05   L Sharman confirmed that she would shortly have access to Barclays electronic banking.                

M Gleave to persevere and feed back at the next meeting. 
d. 20/02/04   It was noted that the Councillor Review of Q3 accounts was conducted on 30 January 2020 by R 

Simmonds and is complete and reconciled. 
e. 19/11/10   It was noted that the Locality Award monies of £755 will be paid during February.  G Oughton was 

thanked for the beautiful bench he had made which was now in situ.     
f. 20/02/05   It was noted that the Precept direction for 2020-21 had been submitted and confirmation had 

been received of payment in two parts in April and October 2020.     
g. 20/01/07  Rix rebate (£358.76) applications were discussed and it was agreed that the following awards 

would be made:  proposed G Salter, seconded A Peachey, AIF. 
I. Laxfield Pre-school - £145.00 for trampoline (£100) and Village Hall hire for fund raising night 

(£45) 
II. Village Hall - £213.76 towards lighting refurbishment. 

h. 20/01/08  It was noted that the Church clock maintenance contract had been renewed for a period of 6 
years at a cost of £1 150.80. 

i. 20/01/09   It was agreed that all contractors should be paid at least the minimum wage of £8.72 per hour 
from April 2020.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 

 
7. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area 
a. 19/02/05   There was no further update regarding the Sports Pavilion proposal at the meeting.   

   
8. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 20/02/06   It was noted that the Neighbourhood Plan consultation would commence on 22 February 2020 

for a period of six weeks.  The Clerk to email draft consultees for feedback.   
b. 20/02/07   It was noted that £576 had been spent on display boards for the Neighbourhood Plan 

presentations during the consultation period.  This was mostly funded (£500) by Cllr McGregor’s Locality 
Award as agreed in March 2019.  

 
9. Community Land Trust Ltd 
a. 20/02/08    An update on CLT Ltd was given as follows:  

• a response from the Charity Commission regarding registration was still outstanding  

• it is unlikely that the application to Homes England will be considered in the foreseeable future 
although the application still stands  

• alternative funding source via MSDC is being investigated 

• Jordan Bickers Hill PH 2; The Section 106 agreement is currently being discussed with MSDC to 
optimise the benefits to the community and ensure the objectives of the CLT are maintained 

• A Marque for the CLT had been set up including a short power point presentation on loop for 
introduction at the NP event on 22nd February. 

  



10. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas 
a. 19/11/15   It was agreed that the Clerk would again follow up the Gateway signs on Station Rd with Cllr 

McGregor.    
b. 19/11/12   It was noted that all those who submitted grass tenders had been notified about the outcome of 

their application.  The new contracts awarded to T Whittle and J Sands would commence in March 2020. 
c. 20/01/12   S Innes had liaised with the primary school and it was agreed that the Parish Council would look 

at ways of supporting the school, particularly regarding the parking situation outside the school and other 
road safety issues.   It was also agreed that the Clerk would ask Simon Green whether the three junior safety 
officers from the school could attend the meeting on 9 March to do a very short presentation.  The Clerk 
would also look to see if there was a budget for a walking bus and road safety materials.     

d. 20/01/13   There was no further update on the river/flood situation on Gorams Mill Lane. 
e. 20/01/14   It was noted that the Clerk had contacted the Highways Department regarding the parking 

situation on Mill Road and was awaiting a response. 
f. 20/02/09   D Alchin reported that he had received a quote for Gateway signs on B1117 Rowes Hill.  The cost 

for the basic work was much higher than anticipated and so would not be progressed at this time.  The Clerk 
to send the Suffolk Highways Community Self Help to councillors for information about alternative ways of 
progressing this issue. 

g. 20/02/10   D Martindale had obtained a quote for signs regarding dog fouling in the Churchyard and it was 
agreed to spend £81 + VAT on the signs.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded A Peachey, AIF. 

h. 20/02/11   The Spring Clean Suffolk initiative was highlighted and A Clarke agreed to co-ordinate activity for 
a village litter pick.  The Clerk to forward all relevant information. 

i. 19/11/17   It was noted that the work on the overgrown trees in the Churchyard would be completed week 
commencing 10 February 2020. 

j. 19/10/20   It was noted that the Clerk had contacted the Co-op regarding the outside light at the store and 
they had agreed to visit the site and assess the situation.  A Clarke commented that the light was now 
switched off at night. 

11. Correspondence 
a. 19/10/22    R Simmonds updated the meeting regarding activity planned for VE Day 75, 8 May 2020.  

Proposed activities include afternoon tea at the Church, jazz concert, meals in the Royal Oak at £19.45, 
something for the children which may include fancy dress, small exhibition at the museum.  The Clerk to 
investigate with the Highways Department whether there could be a road closure from 12 – 5 on the day.  It 
was agreed that £250 would be contributed by the Parish Council.  The Clerk to action and make a request 
for funding from J Flatman.  Proposed A Clarke, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 

b. 20/01/15    Costs for the production of the monthly Parish Newsletter had been received.  It was confirmed 
at the meeting that the Parish Council did not want to take over the running of the newsletter; its intention 
was to see if the Parish Council could support the funding of the magazine so that all householders would 
receive copies for free.  It was agreed not to progress at the current time but G Salter to attend the next 
Church meeting to discuss further and the Clerk to make contact prior to this to clarify the situation. 

c. 20/01/17    It was confirmed that Simon Green, Community Engagement Officer will attend the March 
meeting and the Parish Council Meeting will start at the earlier time of 7 pm. 

d. 20/01/20    A Clarke and G Oughton would remove the fireproof safe from the resident’s house and it would 
be temporarily stored elsewhere. 

e. 20/02/12    It was agreed that the discussion regarding new noticeboards would be carried over to the next 
meeting. 

 
12. Policies and Procedures 
a. 20/02/13     It was agreed that the Parish Council’s policies and procedures would be reviewed and signed off 
as fit for purpose at the March meeting.  Each policy would be reviewed by two members of the Parish Council 
and comments and amendments fed through to the Clerk by 29 February 2020.   

  
13. Date of next meeting 

a. Monday 9 March 2020 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Room. 
 

Meeting closed at 9 20 pm. 
 
 
 


