
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Monday 13 January 2020 in the Parish Room at 7.30pm  

 

OPEN FORUM 
 
No members of the public attended the Open Forum.  One item had been submitted in writing as follows: 

• The Church informed the Parish Council that the scheme to involve the upgrading and restoring of the 
Church bells would include moving the workings of the clock to a lower floor within the tower.  The Parish 
Council confirmed that they were happy for this to happen.  The Clerk to inform the Church. 

• Cllr Flatman updated the meeting as follows: 
o In order for people to stay in their own homes longer, grants are available for housing adaptions in 

private properties; this could be up to £7 500 (not means tested) and up to £40 000 (means tested).  
If the adaption involves facilities for a child who is disabled, the upper limit is not means tested. A 
relocation grant of up to £7 500 (not means tested) is also available  

o Cllr Flatman has secured funding for the foreseeable future to enable those who are 16 and under 
free swimming during the school holidays 

o The Parish Council were encouraged to think about the village needs for the allocation of the Locality 
Award for the next financial year. 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present:  D Alchin, A Clarke, M Gleave, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Oughton, A Peachey, G Salter,  
   L Sharman, R Simmonds. 

 
1. Apologies 

None. 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
None. 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 20/01/01  The minutes of the last full Parish council Meeting held on 11 November 2019 were approved. 

Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D Martindale.  AIF.* 
b. 20/01/02  The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 18 December were approved.  Proposed             

R Simmonds, seconded A Peachey, AIF. 
 
4. Membership 
a. 19/07/06  Before the next meeting, S Innes confirmed that she would ask P Innes to contact those who had 

requested specific email addresses. 
 

5. Planning 
a. The following decisions made by Mid Suffolk District Council were noted: 

 
Location: Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8HD 
DC/19/04864 Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act- to vary Condition 2 
(Approved Plans and Documents) and Condition 3 (Time Restriction on Holiday Dwellings) 
relating to 3679/15 dated 08.12.15- Use of land for the siting of 6no. holiday lodges (within 
definition of a caravan) and associated vehicular access.; to enable changes to unit type design 
and letting periods.  APPROVED 

  
 Location:  Neathouse Barn, Dennington Road, Laxfield, Eye, Suffolk IP13 8HJ 
 DC/19/04673 Householder application – erection of new cart lodge and shed.  APPROVED 
  
 



Location:  11 Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 8EZ 
DC/19/04543 Householder Planning Application - Erection of attached garage.  APPROVED 

 
Location: The Timbers, Banyards Green, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8EU 
DC/19/03856  Notification for Prior Approval for a Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Building 
to a Dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for Associated Operational Development. PRIOR APPROVAL GIVEN 
 
Location: The Old Manse, The Street, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DZ 
DC/19/04280  Notification Of Works To Trees in a Conservation Area - (T1) Yew Tree - Fell. (T2) Corkscrew 
Willow – Pollard. MSDC DOES NOT WISH TO OBJECT 

 
 

b. The following decisions made by the Extraordinary Meeting on Wednesday 18 December 2019 were 
noted:  
DC/19/05614 APPLICATION FOR OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION  
Location: Barn And Land At Sunnyside Farm, Gorams Mill Lane, Laxfield, Suffolk 
Proposal: Application for Outline Planning Permission (all matters reserved) - Erection of 1 No dwelling and 
two bay cartlodge.  (Application supported, detail in separate minutes) 
 
DC/19/05712 FULL PLANNING APPLICATION 

 Location: Barn at Little Meadows Farm, Banyards Green, Laxfield, IP13 8EU 
Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of 1no Dwelling (following demolition of existing barns),  
(amended scheme to that approved under DC/19/01072).  (Application supported, detail in separate 
minutes) 

 
6. Finance 
a. 20/01/03  BACs payments, direct debits and income for November and December as listed in Register of 

Payments were authorised.  Proposed A Clarke, seconded G Salter, AIF.  
b. 20/01/04  Bank reconciliations for November and December were reviewed and authorised.  Proposed A 

Clarke, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 
c. 20/01/05  M Gleave/L Sharman confirmed that, by the next meeting, they would attempt again to gain 

access to Barclays’ electronic banking system     
d. 19/11/10  It was confirmed that the funding from Cllr Flatman’s Locality Award had been agreed for the 

following projects.  It was confirmed that the monies would be paid within the next month.     
I. Bench on Bickers Hill near allotment (£255).   

II. Thatching exhibition materials for The Low House CIC (£500).   
e. 20/01/06   The Parish Council Budget for 2020-21 was agreed including an increase in the precept to  

£42 430.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded S Innes, AIF. 
f. 20/01/07   It was noted that within the next few weeks, the Rix oil rebate (£358.76) would be paid into the 

Parish Council account.  An application for all the monies to go towards the upgrade of the lighting system  
had been received from the Village Hall Committee.  Before considering this request, it was agreed to invite 
applications from other groups for the monies.  The Clerk would advertise in the Parish Newsletter and 
applications would be discussed at the next meeting. 

g. 20/01/08  Three Church clock maintenance contract proposals were discussed and it was agreed to adopt 
the six year service contract with Smith of Derby at an upfront total cost of £1 150.80.  Proposed A Peachey, 
seconded L Sharman, AIF.    

 
7. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area 
a. 19/02/05   There was no further update regarding the application to Sports England for funding of £150 000 

for the development of the Sports Pavilion.  SI agreed to circulate the proposals for this project to all Parish 
Councillors. 
   

8. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 20/01/09   S Innes had previously circulated the draft Neighbourhood Plan for comment.  The Parish Council 

gave their approval to consult.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded A Clarke, AIF.  It was also agreed that the 
policies should be posted on the website.  Proposed L Sharman, seconded A Clarke, AIF.     

b. 21/01/10  There had been no further expenditure from the Neighbourhood Plan budget during November 
and December.  



 
 

9. Community Led Housing 
a. 20/01/14   D Alchin had circulated an update from the Laxfield CLT prior to the meeting.  The key points 

were: 
i. Laxfield CLT Ltd was now established as a Company Limited by Guarantee 

ii. The bank account with Lloyds was now open and the £5 000 had been transferred as agreed by the 
Extraordinary Meeting held on 31 October 2019 (Item 3c). 

iii. The application to the Charity Commission is proceeding 
iv. Homes England funds are now fully subscribed and the application for 135k from LCLT Ltd remains 

on their files pending government budget announcements.  The CLT group are now looking for 
alternative sources of funding 

v. Parish Councillors were asked to make the CLT aware if they knew of any prospective sites which 
may be suitable for this type of development. 

  
10. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas  
a. 19/11/15  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Cllr McGregor again for an update on the Gateway signs on 

Station Road   
b. 19/11/12  Five tenders had been received for the grass cutting including one which was for the war 

memorial only.  The tenders had been collated (anonymously) prior to the meeting.  The applications were 
discussed at the meeting, successful tenders agreed (Proposed S Innes, seconded A Clarke, AIF.  All 
applicants to be notified of the outcome by the Clerk.     

c. 20/01/12  A request from a resident had been received regarding parking outside the primary school.  There 
had been a near miss when a child ran into the road.  The view of the driver had been impeded because of 
the cars parked on the zig zag lines.  The resident had contacted Suffolk County Council and MSDC 
requesting that they consider putting double yellow lines outside the school.  She had gained a response 
stating that this was not a priority and referred it to the Parish Council, hence this item.  It was agreed that, 
in the first instance, S Innes would liaise with the school to look at ways the Parish Council may support in 
dealing with this recurring problem.    

d. 20/01/13  S Innes explained the details of ownership of the land around the river on Gorams Mill Lane and 
the next step was to liaise with the Flood Team to investigate.  S Innes to action.    

e. 20/01/14  R Simmonds outlined the email from a resident complaining about the parking situation on Mill 
Road which had impeded an ambulance getting to a destination.  The parking situation in this area is a 
recurring problem and it was agreed that, in the first instance, the Clerk should write to the Highways 
Department and feedback to the next meeting.  

 
11. Correspondence 
a. 19/10/22   Informal conversations had taken place with R Simmonds, the Church and the Royal Oak pub 

regarding VE Day 75, 8 May 2020.  R Simmonds agreed to take this forward with the involved parties and 
feedback to the February meeting.       

b. 19/10/25   It was noted that the Clerk had distributed the annual timetable for reference and planning.  It 
was agreed that the April Parish Council meeting which fell on Easter Monday should be rescheduled to 
Monday 20 April 2020 along with the Annual Parish Meeting. 

c. 20/01/15   It was agreed that D Martindale and G Salter would liaise with John Reeve regarding costs and 
implications of distributing the Parish Magazine to all households in the village for free and feedback to the 
next meeting.  Proposed A Clarke, Seconded G Salter, AIF.  The issue of renewing the noticeboards was not 
discussed and this would be carried over to the next meeting. 

d. 20/01/16   SALC had received two tickets to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party and requested 
nominations of Chairpersons across Suffolk to attend.  It was agreed that Laxfield Chair would not be put 
forward for this.   

e. 20/01/17 It was agreed that Simon Green, Community Engagement Officer, would attend the March Parish 
Council meeting and the start time would be brought forward to 7 pm to allow time for presentation and 
questions. 

 

 



f. 20/01/18  Following a request for support, it was agreed to donate £100 to Citizens’ Advice Bureau.  
Proposed A Peachey, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 

g. 20/01/19  Following a request for funding, it was agreed that, at this time, a donation would not be given to 
Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch Association.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded A Clarke, AIF.     

h. 20/01/20  Following a request, it was agreed that the Parish Council fireproof safe would be removed from a 
domestic residence.  G Oughton and A Clarke to action.  The Clerk to inform the resident.  

 

*Dog fouling in the Churchyard – as it had not been recorded at the last meeting, this item was discussed again and 
it was agreed to put up signs at the entrance of the churchyard to say that all dogs must be kept on leads within the 
churchyard, by order of the Parish Council.  D Martindale to action.  Proposed A Clarke, seconded G Oughton, AIF.  

12. Date of next meeting 
a. Monday 10 February 2020 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room 

 

Meeting closed at 9 20 pm. 

 
 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 

Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 
Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

 

mailto:laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com

