
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 13 July 2020 at 7 30 pm (remotely through Zoom) 
  

OPEN FORUM 
 
The report from J Flatman, District Councillor, had previously been circulated (copy available on website).  Cllr 
Flatman further updated the meeting on the following: 

• MSDC focus was now on further supporting homeless people longer term as the Covid-19 crisis eases 

• Public lavatories were now opened across Mid Suffolk 
 
A resident had raised the issue of parking on the pavement on the South side of the High Street in the centre of the 
village.  It was agreed that the following action should be taken (Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D Martindale, 
AIF): 

• A note would be placed in the Parish newsletter and website 

• Simon Green, Community Liaison Officer, would be contacted to visit the area and advise 

• Residents in the vicinity would be leafleted to raise awareness 

• The matter would be referred to Laxfield Parish Council Highways Working Group for further action 
 
A resident had asked to play a cricket match on the playing field towards the end of August.  This was agreed.  The 
Clerk to feed through to M Payne for information.    
 

MINUTES 
 
Attendees:  D Alchin, M Gleave, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Salter, L Sharman, R Simmonds, K Gregory (Clerk) 

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences 

G Oughton 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
D Alchin – planning application DC/20/00241 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 20/07/01   Minutes from last full Parish Council meeting held on 8 June 2020 were approved.  Proposed R 

Simmonds,  seconded D Alchin, AIF. 
b. 20/07/02   Minutes from Extraordinary meeting held on 23 June 2020 were approved.  Proposed D Alchin, 

seconded G Salter, AIF. 
 

4. Membership 
a. 20/07/03  The resignation of Cllr A Clarke was noted and regret expressed at his decision.  Thanks for his 

long and valuable services from all was noted. 
 

5. Planning 
a. The following applications were considered as requested by MSDC (Town and Country Planning Act 1990): 

DC/20/02523 Location: Land East Of, Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8EZ   
Proposal: Application for Outline Permission (some matters reserved, access to be considered) - erection of 8 
No Dwellings and two accesses – OBJECTION for the following reasons: 

• The proposed development is on agricultural land in open countryside 

• The proposed development would infill an important settlement gap which should be retained  

• Bickers Hill footpath is not at present suitable for pushchairs and prams, contrary to what is stated in 
the application 

• At points in the road, two cars cannot pass easily on Bickers Hill and any development will further 
exacerbate the problem  

• The proposed development is outside the settlement area 



• The housing in the proposed development does not reflect the right tenures for the parish, as 
established in the recent Housing Needs Assessment 

• The proposed development is contrary to policies set out in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, which are 
aligned to those of Mid Suffolk District Council and other Neighbourhood Plans in the area 

In addition, it was agreed to send the draft Neighbourhood Plan to MSDC Planning Department 
Proposed D Alchin, seconded G Salter, majority in favour. 

 
DC/20/02514  Location: Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8HD 
Proposal: Planning Application. Erection of 1 no two-storey dwelling and carport – APPLICATION SUPPORTED 

 Proposed G Salter, seconded M Gleave, AIF. 
 

b. To note the following decision made by Mid Suffolk District Council: 
DC/20/00241 Location: Land On The West Side Of, Badingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk 
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/20/00241 - Condition 8 (Materials) and Condition 9 (Surface 
Materials). 
 

6. Finance 
a. 20/07/04   BACs payments, direct debits and income as listed in Register of Payments for July were 

authorised.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded M Gleave, AIF. 
b. 20/07/05   Bank reconciliations for June were noted.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded L Sharman, AIF.  
c. 20/07/06   June perf v budget accounts were noted.  Proposed M Gleave, seconded G Salter, AIF.  The 

detailed performance v budget traffic light monitoring system was agreed. 
d. 20/07/07   It was noted that the Pavilion burglary insurance claim was progressing and the Clerk would 

report back once a decision had been made by the insurance company. 
e. 20/07/08   It was noted that new insurance was now in place for the large tractor (renewed) and ride on 

lawn mower (new) at the Pavilion. 
f. 20/07/09   It was noted that monies to set up the Good Neighbour Scheme had been awarded from a 

different grant source.  Thanks were expressed to J Flatman for her support with this.   
 
It was also noted that the Laxfield Locomotives football team had been awarded monies from the Locality 
Award (£1200) for a new container.  Thanks were again extended to J Flatman for her support with this 
application. 

 
7. Audit 
a. 20/07/10   It was noted that the internal audit is now completed and relevant documents are published on 

the website including the Notice of Public Rights. 
b. 20/07/11   As advised in Section 11 of the internal audit, the restatement of 2018/19 figures for Section 2 

(Accounting Statements) of the AGAR was agreed before submission for external audit (previously circulated).  
Proposed D Martindale, seconded D Alchin, AIF. 

c. 20/07/12   It was noted, retrospectively, that SALC had been confirmed as internal auditor for 2019 – 20 
accounts.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded G Salter, AIF. 

d. 20/07/13   The recommendations from the internal audit were noted.  The full audit is available on the village 
website. 

 
8. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area 
a. 19/02/05   Due to the Covid-19 crisis, all applications for funding had been suspended until the end of July 

and so there was no further update. 
 

9. Covid-19: Laxfield response 
a. 20/07/14   Thanks were once again given to the great, continuing work undertaken by the Laxfield Covid-19 

volunteer group and to Sue Gleave for co-ordinating efforts.     
b. 20/07/15   It was noted that the GNS survey response time had been extended to encourage more residents 

to respond.  It was noted that a grant of £1500 had been received from MSDC for the establishment of the 
scheme.   

 
 
 



10. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 20/07/16   The draft Neighbourhood Plan was to be progressed to MSDC and then to external examination 

although the village referendum would not now take place until mid 2021. 
b. 20/07/17   It was noted that £1265 had been spent on consultancy fees and this would be paid in July. 

 
11. Community Land Trust Ltd 
c. 20/07/18    D Alchin updated the meeting as follows: 

• CLT Ltd committee had met twice during the previous month 

• £4 000 grant had been received and thanks were given to MSDC 

• a further grant of £1,000 will be sought to cover legal advice re S106 for Jordan's site Phase 2. 

• Solicitors will be appointed within the next month to represent the CLT in connection with the S106 
agreement and the proposal for the CLT to take 25% ownership of the 3 two bedroom homes. 
    

12. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas 
a. 20/07/19   The current Highways issues were noted and it was agreed to hold a remote meeting of the 

Highways working group by the end of July. 
b. 20/05/14    It was noted that the tree survey in the Churchyard would be conducted on 3 August 2020 
c. 20/07/20    It was noted that the footpath next to the Baptist Chapel had been cleared  
d. 20/07/21    The suggestion by a resident to alleviate the dog litter situation was discussed. Although the 

Parish Council empathised with the problem, after taking advice prior to the meeting from MSDC, it would 
not be carried forward by the Parish Council.  However, if individuals within the village wanted to adopt the 
sticker on bin scheme, they would be welcome to do so.  Residents should contact the Clerk for details. 

e. 20/07/22    G Salter outlined details of the Tree Council grant potentially available.  Link attached for further 
information.  It was agreed that the application would be progressed, co-ordinated by G Salter and a number 
of residents would be approached to feed into the project.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 
https://treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/grants-for-trees/ 

 
13. Cemetery  
a. 20/07/23    The recommendations for the maintenance and development of the new and old cemetery were 

agreed.  The Clerk to progress with the Cemetery caretaker.  Proposed S Innes, seconded R Simmonds, AIF. 
 

14. Policies and Procedures 
a. 20/07/24   The GDPR Policy was agreed.  Proposed M Gleave, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 

 
15. Correspondence 
a. 20/07/25    It was agreed that D Martindale would attend the Sizewell C meeting on 29 July 2020. 
b. 20/07/26    It was noted that the details of the British Horse Society 2026 project had been posted on the 

website. 
c. 20/07/27    It was noted that the most recent letter from Dr Poulter, MP, had been posted on the website. 
d. 20/07/28    It was agreed that the Clerk would review the NALC Code of Conduct consultation and email 

comments to the Parish Council for consideration.           
 

16. Date of next meeting 
a. Monday 14 September 2020 at 7 30 pm.  Location TBD. 

 
Meeting closed at 8 49 pm. 
 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 
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