
 
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 8 June 2020 at 7 30 pm (remotely through Zoom) 
  

OPEN FORUM 
 
The paper from J Flatman, District Councillor, had previously been circulated (copy available on 
website).  Cllr Flatman further updated the meeting on the following: 

• Contact had been made with the relevant Planning Officer regarding the Mobbs Meadow 
development and nothing had been progressed thus far.   

• Contact had been made with the relevant Planning Officer regarding the Framlingham Road 
development decision.  His view was that the publishing of the decision had not been held 
up by the Home Secretary but from delays in their department.   

 
S Innes requested that Cllr Flatman speak to the District Council to ascertain whether the Parish 
Council could decide on which areas would be designated Local Green Spaces. 
 
Correspondence had been received requesting that the Parish Council make a decision about 
whether the Laxfield monthly market could reopen.  It was noted that this was not a decision for the 
Council to make.  S Innes had been in contact with the market organiser and although the will to 
reopen was there, at the current time it was not a feasible option for a number of practical reasons.  
This decision would be revisited by the market co-ordinator as lockdown eased.  S Innes also 
suggested that, when the market reopened, in order to ease congestion, there should be signs 
encouraging people to park and walk.  This would be discussed at a further meeting.   
 
It had been raised that the dog waste bin at the top of Mill Road had fallen down, probably due to a 
rotten post.  G Oughton agreed to refix the bin and thanks were given.   
 

MINUTES 
 
Attendees:  D Alchin, A Clarke, M Gleave, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Oughton, G Salter, L 
Sharman, R Simmonds, K Gregory (Clerk) 

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences 

None. 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
None. 
 

3. Approval of minutes 
a. 20/06/01   Minutes from last full Parish Council meeting held on 11 May 2020 were 

approved.  Proposed M Gleave, seconded R Simmonds, AIF.  
 

4. Planning 
a. The following decision made by Mid Suffolk District Council was noted: 

DC/19/04998   Location:  Land on West side of Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield, Suffolk 
Proposal:  Erection of 11no dwellings including 3no affordable dwellings    
PERMISSION GRANTED. 
 
 



5. Finance 
a. 20/06/02   BACs payments, direct debits and income as listed in Register of Payments for 

June were authorised.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
b. 20/06/03   Bank reconciliations for May were noted.  Proposed M Gleave, seconded D 

Alchin, AIF.  
c. 20/06/04   May perf v budget accounts were noted.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded D 

Martindale, AIF.  M Gleave suggested that the performance v budget table could be 
developed so that monitoring of the budget spend was tracked more efficiently.  The Clerk 
to investigate this with the Finance Committee  

d. 20/06/05   The Clerk had progressed the insurance claim for the burglary from the Pavilion 
shed.  It was agreed that, in the event of a successful claim, there would still be a substantial 
shortfall when new items were purchased.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would fund 
this gap.  Proposed A Clarke, Seconded D Martindale, AIF.  M Gleave also highlighted that 
the individual’s insurance should be checked in order to ensure there was no duplication of 
claims.  The Clerk to progress.     

e. 20/06/06   It was noted that the internal audit documentation had been submitted and the 
audit will commence on Monday 8 June 2020.  The report will be fed back to the Chair and 
the Clerk and then published.    

f. 20/05/09   It was noted that a Covid-19 Government grant of £10 000 had been awarded to 
Laxfield Playing Field.  Thanks were given to J Flatman for highlighting the award and 
following up the application on behalf of the PC. 

 
6. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area 
a. 19/02/05   S Innes updated the meeting regarding the Sports Pavilion.  All applications for 

funding from Sports England had been paused due to Covid-19.  She had also gone through 
the proposal for refurbishment and development of the Pavilion with M Payne.  It was 
agreed that M Payne should be including in any development working group when plans 
could be progressed.   

 
7. Covid-19: Laxfield response 
a. 20/06/07   Thanks were once again given to the great, continuing work given by the Laxfield 

Covid-19 volunteer group; very positive feedback from residents had been received.  It was 
noted that shopping requests had started to drop as lockdown slowly started to ease.     

b. 20/06/08   The paper proposing the establishment of a Good Neighbour Scheme had been 
previously circulated.  It was agreed to support the scheme.  Proposed R Simmonds, 
seconded G Salter, AIF.  It was also agreed to fund the cost of setting up and maintaining the 
scheme as (approximately) outlined in the paper.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded R Simmonds, 
AIF.  The Clerk to request funding for the costs through the Locality Award process.  

 
8. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 20/06/09  S Innes had previously circulated papers summarising the comments received 

during the consultation process and amendments made to the documents.   
The Parish Council agreed that the modifications in the Appendix 2 should be made to the 
Plan.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded M Gleave, AIF. 
The Parish Council agreed to give the Neighbourhood Plan Group permission to agree any 
minor amendments to the Plan to bring it up to date.  Proposed D Martindale, seconded          
L Sharman, AIF. 

b. 20/06/10   There were no Neighbourhood Plan payments made during May 2020 although 
consultancy costs were expected during June and July.  

 
 



9. Community Land Trust Ltd 
c. 20/06/11   There had been little progress during the current Covic-19 crisis.  However,            

D Alchin had received confirmation from MSDC regarding the Section 106 contribution from 
the Jordan Development, which had now been signed off.  The CLT had been referenced 
within the document and would have 25% interest in each of the three affordable properties 
which would be for sale. It was anticipated that these three properties would be the first to 
be built.   
It was agreed that the Laxfield CLT Ltd could retain the £5 000 loan previously paid at the end 
of January 2020 for a further six months.  This would be reviewed at the Parish Council 
Meeting in January 2021.   Proposed A Clarke, Seconded R Simmonds, AIF. 

 
10. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas 
a. 20/06/12   A paper updating the meeting on current Highways issues had previously been 

circulated, the contents of which had been noted.  It was agreed that the Highways working 
group would meet via zoom during July and an invitation to join would be extended to Bill 
Shuttle.   

b. 20/04/17   It was noted that the new dog waste bin would be in place by the end of the week.  
Thanks were given to G Oughton for carrying out this work.  

c. 20/05/14   It was agreed that Red Stag Training would be asked to carry out the tree survey in 
the Churchyard at a cost of £400 + VAT.  The Clerk to progress.  Proposed S Innes, seconded G 
Oughton, AIF. 

 
11. Correspondence  
a. 20/06/13    It was noted that a letter of thanks from HM Lord-Lieutenant for Suffolk, on 

behalf of the Queen, to all communities during the Covid-19 crisis          
 

12. Date of next meeting 
a. Monday 13 July 2020 at 7 30 pm.  Location TBD 

 
Meeting closed at 8 24 pm. 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would 
like to raise a matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of 

the council. 
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 
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