
 
 

LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday 12 October 2020 at 7 30 pm (remotely through Zoom) 

  
OPEN FORUM 

 
J Flatman, District Councillor attended the meeting and a copy of the latest report can be found on the website or 
from the Clerk.  It was also confirmed that J Flatman had agreed for two benches for the playing field to be funded 
from her Locality Award allocation. The District Councillor also raised an issue with the ‘rise’ at the pavement near 
the Post box outside the Co-op which was not suitable for wheelchair access.  D Alchin to progress.  An issue with a 
car with flat tyres being parked on the pavement since lockdown had been raised by a resident.  L Sharman to take 
up with the owner. 
 
G McGregor, County Councillor, attended the meeting and highlighted that the County Council would have a 
reduction in monies for next year’s budget; that a Hardship Scheme fund had been set up for those who may need 
support during the current crisis; Sizewell C continued to be a big problem and requested that all made comments 
about this and concern was expressed that the new planning proposals were very urban centric and showed no 
knowledge and consideration of rural areas. 
 
A resident requested that the Parish Council apply for a temporary alcohol licence for the Laxfield Christmas Market.  
This was agreed although L Sharman confirmed that she had a personal alcohol licence and, in the first instance, it 
would be investigated whether this would suffice. 
 
A Councillor raised the issue of some of the guttering around the Guildhall spilling water and also a number of 
dislodged roof tiles which could potentially cause a hazard.  It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to the trustees. 
 
It was agreed that G Oughton contact Red Stag Training regarding a village tree survey.  
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Attendees:  D Alchin, S Innes (Chair), D Martindale, G Oughton, G Salter, L Sharman, R Simmonds, K Gregory (Clerk) 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
M Gleave, G Salter 
 

2. Declarations of interest  
None 

 
3. Approval of minutes 
a. 20/10/01   The minutes from the last full Parish Council meeting held on 14 September 2020 were approved. 

Proposed D Alchin, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
b. 20/10/02    The minutes from the Extraordinary meeting held on 28 September 2020 were approved.  

Proposed S Innes, seconded L Sharman, AIF.       
 

4. Planning 
The following comment submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council was noted: 
DC/20/20/04066 
Proposal: Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed: Change of Use of 
Agricultural Building to 1no Dwellinghouse (Class C3), and for building operations reasonably necessary for the 
conversion.The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as 
amended) - Schedule 2, Part 3, Class Q 
Location: Elm Farm, Dennington Road, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8EG    
The Parish Council could not see any reason why the planning application would need prior approval 



The following decision made by Mid Suffolk District Council was noted: 
DC/20/02587 

Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of 1no. dwelling 
Location: Land To Rear Of Underlimes And St Helens , High Street, Laxfield, IP13 8DU 

      Planning permission granted          
 

The following applications were discussed as requested by MSDC: 
SN/20/00368/SN 
Proposal: three new road names for the new development at Land on West side of Bickers Hill, Laxfield, Suffolk 
It was agreed that the first suggestion should be that Felgate Close should be renumbered and extended to the 
new houses.  In the event of this not being acceptable the suggestions of Oakes, Fisher and Jacobs would be put 
forward. 
Proposed G Oughton, seconded D Martindale, AIF. 
  
DC/20/04339 
Proposal: Application for works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order TPO42 G1 and in Conservation 
Area - Crown reduce by up to 30%, raise canopies and remove deadwood, removing epicormic growth at the 
base of all trees to 5 No Lime Trees and 2No Horse Chestnut Trees to improve light and lessen risk of damage to 
to nearby properties. 
Location: Maltings Cottage, The Street, Laxfield, Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8DZ 
It was agreed that there were no objections to this application. 
Proposed S Innes, seconded L Sharman, AIF. 

 
5. Finance 
a. 20/10/03   BACs payments, direct debits and income as listed in Register of Payments for October were 

authorised.  Proposed R Simmonds, seconded L Sharman, AIF.  
b. 20/10/04   Bank reconciliations for September were agreed.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded G Oughton, AIF.  
c. 20/10/05   Perf v budget information for September was agreed.  Proposed S Innes, seconded R Simmonds, 

AIF.    
d. 20/10/06   The budget 2021 - 2022 planning process was discussed and councillors were asked to bring items 

for consideration for inclusion in next year’s budget to the November meeting.  The Finance Committee 
would then meet in December to discuss and then present to the full Parish Council Meeting in January for 
sign off.  Membership of the Finance Committee was discussed.  M Gleave had nominated himself to join the 
committee.  Proposed D Alchin, seconded G Oughton, AIF.  

e. 20/10/07    It was noted that a CIL payment of £9 222.92 will be paid during October.     
 

6.  Audit 
a. 20/10/08   The Clerk confirmed that there was no update from the external auditor. 

    
7. Playing Field/Children’s Play Area  
a. 19/02/05   There were no developments this month regarding the Sports Pavilion proposal.   

 
8. Covid-19: Laxfield response 
a. 20/10/09   There was no further update from the Laxfield Covid-19 volunteer group.   
b. 20/10/10   There was no further update from the Good Neighbour Scheme. 

 
9. Neighbourhood Plan 
a. 20/10/11   S Innes updated the meeting that the consultation period for the Neighbourhood Plan was now 

finished.  The Neighbourhood Plan group will consider and respond to any comments made, with advice 
from Ian Poole.  The next stage will be the formal examination of the Plan by an independent examiner. 

b. 20/10/12   No monies were spent within the Neighbourhood plan budget during September.  
 

10. Community Land Trust Ltd 
a. 20/10/13   There was no further update from Laxfield CLT Ltd. 

 
 
 



 
11. Website 
a. 20/10/14   It was noted that the Website Accessibility Guidelines had come into effect on 23 September 

2020 and a review conducted by Suffolk Cloud confirmed that the Laxfield website was now compliant.          
D Martindale and the Clerk were thanked for their work on this. 
 

12. Roads, Footpaths, Infrastructure, Green Areas 
a. 20/10/15    The Clerk was still awaiting the results of the Churchyard and cemetery tree surveys and would 

forward this to Parish Councillors once received.       
b. 20/10/16    It was agreed that G Salter would send out an update on the Tree Council Grant application after 

the meeting.  
c. 20/10/17    It was noted that interest had been expressed on behalf of the Parish Council in MSDC’s project 

on wildlife corridors and planting trees and hedgerows in order to encourage wildlife. 
d. 20/10/18    It was noted that Laxfield PIIP working group had held its first meeting.  In the first instance, an 

audit of existing facilities within the village would be carried out and then discussed at the next PIIP meeting 
on 4/11/20.  A further update would be given to the next Parish Council meeting.    

e. 20/10/19    The Gorams Mill Lane potential flooding issue was discussed and it was agreed that D Alchin 
would talk to a number of residents/land owners regarding maintenance of their ditches. 

f. 20/10/20     S Innes updated the meeting regarding the progression of the tank pond project.  The landowner 
was working with his conveyancer to transfer the land to the Parish Council.  A bid had been submitted to 
the National Lottery for funding to clear the area and develop the footpath.   

g. 20/10/21     Residents had raised the issue of the smell at Cullingford Close/Mill Road.  J Flatman updated 
the meeting during the Open Forum that she had already progressed the matter with the relevant people 
and it was now with Orwell Housing awaiting one of their engineers to visit the site and take any required 
action. 

 
14. Village Hall 
a. 20/10/22   The new village hall draft constitution was discussed and it was agreed the Clerk would liaise with 

the village hall committee regarding feedback on the membership of the trustees and the bank accounts.     
R Simmonds agreed to put his name forward to become a trustee of the village hall.  
 

13. Correspondence  
a. 20/10/23   It was noted that the Sizewell C comment was submitted by the due date. 
b. 20/10/24   It was noted that thanks had been given by the Royal British Legion for the donation for a wreath 

for Remembrance Sunday.  It was agreed that S Innes would lay the wreath on Remembrance Sunday.  The 
Clerk to let the relevant people know. 

c. 20/10/25   It was noted that the comment on behalf of Laxfield Parish Council on changes to the planning 
system was submitted by the due date. 

d. 20/10/26   Thanks were noted from the Low House CIC on receipt of the £500 awarded for thatching 
exhibition materials as agreed at the Parish Council Meeting 0n 14 October 2019 (item 8b – 19/10/18). 

e. 20/10/27   It was noted that, during this time, councillors need to still be aware of the six months rule which 
means that councillors must attend a Parish Council Meeting within any six month period.    

f. 20/10/28   It was noted that two councillors have embarked on the SALC six module training for councillors, 
the Clerk has completed a webinar on Cemetery Management and several councillors have attended recent 
webinars on planning.        
        

14. Date of next meeting 
a.  Monday 9 November 2020 at 7 30 pm.  Location TBD 

 
Meeting closed at 8 35 pm. 
 

If you would like to attend a parish council meeting, please come along. Alternatively, if you would like to raise a 
matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 
Karen Gregory (Parish Clerk), Hill Farm Barn, Framlingham Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8JL 

Tel: 01728 638061 (Home); Email: laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 
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