
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Mrs L J Sutton       Aylesbury Farm 
Parish Clerk       Mill Road 
Tel:  01728 660313      Peasenhall 
Fax:  01728 660592      Saxmundham  IP17 2LW 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held in the 

Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 12 May 2010 
 
PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr T Woolnough, Mrs L Auchterlonie, 

Mr A Clarke, Mr D Watkins, Mr I Williams, Mrs M Gagg and 
Mrs W Abbott. 
 

1. CHAIRMAN.  Mr Oakes was proposed by Mr Woolnough and seconded by Mrs 
Auchterlonie to act as Chairman for the coming year. 

 
2. VICE-CHAIRMAN.  Mr Cook was proposed by Mr Woolnough and seconded 

by Mr Watkins to act as Vice-Chairman for the coming year. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were received and accepted from 

Mr Cook, Mrs Watt, Mrs Larke and Mr McGregor, County Councillor. 
 
4. PUBLIC FORUM.  None. 
 
5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  None. 
 
6. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES & REPRESENTATIVES. 
 

Planning & Amenities Committee  7 members 
Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mrs Watt, Mr D Watkins, Mr A Clarke, Mrs Gagg, plus 
Council Chairman (Mr Oakes), and Vice-Chairman (Mr Cook).  
 
Grounds Committee.    9 members 
Mrs Larke, Mrs Abbott, Mrs Gagg, Mr Woolnough, Mrs Watt plus Council 
Chairman, Council Vice-Chairman, (also Mrs Joy Ayre and Mr G Scruby 
representing PCC). 
 
Finance & General Purposes Committee 7 members 
Mrs Watt, Mrs Larke, Mr  Woolnough, Mr I Williams, Council Chairman, Vice-
Chairman plus Chairman of two other Committees (to be announced). 

 
 REPRESENTATIVES.  
 

Village Hall Council (5) Mr Woolnough, Mr Cook, Mrs Larke, Mr 
Watkins 

 Smith & Ward Charity (1)  Mr Madsen 
 Relief in Need Charity (2)  Mrs Chambers and Mrs Williams 
 Laxfield & District Museum (1) Mr K Cook 
 SALC & County Area )  Mr Oakes, Mrs Watt 
 Committees (4)  )  Mr Cook and Mrs Gagg 
 Youth Club (1)   Mr Woolnough 

Horticultural Society Mrs Auchterlonie, Mrs Watt, Mr Oakes 
and Mrs Gagg 
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7. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 12 April 2010 having been 
circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed.   

 
8. MATTERS ARISING from minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.   

None. 
 
9. REPORT OF THE COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.  None. 
 
10. PLANNING.  There were no applications for consideration this month.  

 
11. FINANCE. 
 (a)  Payments due this month were authorised (details of which are in the minute 

book). 
 (b)  The Clerk had previously circulated the Financial Statement of the year to 

31st March 2010.  After a brief discussion relating to the figures, the Statement 
was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk and was now ready for Audit.  The 
Statement of Assurance and & Annual Governance Statement were also signed. 
The asset register was reviewed. 
(c)  Mrs Auchterlonie and Mr Oakes have met with the builders to discuss their 
quotes for the work to be carried out at the pavilion.  It was agreed savings could 
be made by not tiling the whole area of the showers.  Income is expected from 
the 100 Club, a grant from Mid Suffolk District Council and from Suffolk 
County Council Locality budget.  A kitchen has also been donated.  It was 
proposed by Mr Watkins that £10,000 be loaned for the repairs, this was 
seconded by Mr Woolnough and unanimously agreed. 
 

12. VILLAGE MATTERS.  Sunila Osbourne from Suffolk Acre and Nigel Brett 
from Mid Suffolk met with some members of the parish council to discuss the 
way forward with the results of the housing survey.  After a long and detailed 
discussion, it was agreed that the project should move forward with a meeting 
with the three companies who build the affordable housing.  Proposed dates for 
the meetings were 17th or 20th June 2010.  Sunila will contact the builders and let 
the clerk know the preferred date.  

 
13. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars for the month were noted 

and distributed. 
 
13. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   The work at Town Pond has now 

finished and everyone is pleased with the result.  SCC will be thanked. 
 

Villagers will be asked to take down posters advertising events once the date of 
the event has passed.  This will ensure the village is kept tidy. 
 
It was agreed that the museum will be put on the agenda next month to discuss 
possible financial assistance. 
 
Mr Oakes will contact the environment agency as the river outside the Low House 
is full or rubbish and may be liable to flood during wet periods. 
 

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 
 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 14 June 2010. 
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Accounts for Payment:- 
 
Pearce & Kemp (s/lighting)       38.87 
Came & Co (Insurance)     936.23 
W Alderton (churchyard maint)    259.23 
R Oakes (village hall caretaker)    573.00 
Graystons         63.88 
Marquee     1078.75 
 
TOTAL    2949.96 
 
 
 
 
 
 


