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8. PLANNING.  There was one planning application for consideration this month. 

            Ref: 3615/09 & 3618/09 Yew Tree Farm, Station Road, Laxfield 
Conversion of redundant farm buildings to office use. (to replace planning 
permission 1699/06 in order to extend the time limit for implementation.) 
 
After discussing this application it was agreed to recommend for approval. 
 

9. VILLAGE HALL.  The cinema system is now installed.  There are a number of 
events happening throughout the year, but it is felt that the hall needs to be 
advertised more. 

 
10. PLAYING FIELD PAVILION.   Mrs Auchterlonie has spoken to the Co-op 

about possible financial help from them towards the refurbishment.  There is a 
new manager and she will arrange to meet with him as soon as possible.  Three or 
four quotes will be sought using the original plans.  Other fund raising events are 
also planned including a race night being organised by the Cricket club.  The 100 
Club are also donating £1,000 to the work. 

 
11. VILLAGE MATTERS 

(i) Speed Management.  There have been numerous complaints about 
motorists speeding through the village.  The Clerk will contact the 
Police and Highways for their advice on possible measures that can be 
used to help reduce speeding. 

(ii) Town Pond.  The temporary fencing alongside Town Pond is 
considered a safety hazard.  SCC were due to carry out repair work the 
previous week, but due to the bad weather this was not done.  Mr 
Oakes will find out when the re-scheduled work is due to start. 

(iii) Village Shop.  There has been some feedback from residents that they 
are disappointed at product ranges stocked in the refurbished co-op 
store.  The Parish Council understood that there were to be 21% more 
food lines stocked.  A comment book for shoppers is now in the shop 
and is being well used.  It is hoped the management at the co-op will 
take these comments on board. 

 
12. CEMETERY.  There is to be a Grounds meeting next week when the new 

cemetery will be checked and a plan established for grave marking. 
 

13. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars for the month were noted. 
 
A letter has been received from Suffolk Accident Rescue Service.  It was 
previously agreed to donate to this cause and an amount of £100 will be donated 
this year. 
 

14. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.  During the bad weather, it has been 
very icy and dangerous outside the shop.  The clerk will look into obtaining a grit 
bin and whether the Council will supply amount of salt/sand to store nearby.  The 
Parish Council will need to appoint someone to spread the grit to ensure they are 
covered under their insurance. 

 
There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.15 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be a held on Monday  8th February 2010. 



LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Mrs L J Sutton       Aylesbury Farm 
Parish Clerk       Mill Road 
Tel:  01728 660313      Peasenhall 
Fax:  01728 660592      Saxmundham  IP17 2LW 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the 

Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 11th January 2010 
 
PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr K Cook, Mr T Woolnough, Mr A Clarke,   

Mrs S Larke, Mr I Williams, Mr D Watkins, Mrs W Abbott, Mrs J Watt, 
Mrs L Auchterlonie and Mrs M Gagg. 

 
1. APOLOGIES.  None. 
 
2. PUBLIC FORUM.  None 

 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  None 
 
4. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 2009 having 

been circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and 
signed.   

 
5. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere on Agenda.  
 

The Clerk has received details of preferred locations for bus stops in Laxfield.  
The Grounds Committee will meet next week to finalise a suitable spot.  The new 
Cemetery will also be visited by the committee to discuss grave marking. 
 
The old notice board still needs some work to prepare it for use as a parish notice 
board.  It is hoped this can be done within the next few weeks. 

 
6. REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.  Mr Gemmill, District 

Councillor reported that the future of the Local Government Review is waiting 
for guidance from the Secretary of State.  Mid Suffolk are keen to support the 
‘One Suffolk’ option and are already in contact with Babergh District Council to 
work more closely with them in the future. 

 
The future of sheltered housing funded by Supporting People is to be discussed at 
Mid Suffolk next week.  This will affect Hartismere House, and the outcome 
could be that there would be no live-in help or support at weekends. 

 
7.  FINANCE.  Payments due this month were authorised for payment (details of 

which are in the minute book).   
 
Mr Clarke reported on the recent Finance meeting held in December 2009 to 
discuss next year’s budget and precept.  Taking into account the amount held in 
the General Fund and possible income and expenditure for next year, the Parish 
Council agreed to accept the Committee’s recommendation that there should be a 
small increase to the precept of around 1.5% to £38,367.  This will result in an 
average charge of £106.28 per annum or £2.04 per week for each of the 360.97 
Band D equivalent households in the parish. 

 
 
 


