
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Mrs L J Sutton       Aylesbury Farm 
Parish Clerk       Mill Road 
Tel:  01728 660313      Peasenhall 
Fax:  01728 660592      Saxmundham  IP17 2LW 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the 

Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 12 April 2010 
 
PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr T Woolnough, Mr D Watkins, 

Mrs W Abbott, Mrs J Watt, Mrs S Larke and Mrs M Gagg. 
 
Also in attendance 1 member of the public 
 

1. APOLOGIES were received and accepted from Mrs L Auchterlonie, 
Mr I Williams, Mr A Clarke and Mr K Cook 

 
2. PUBLIC FORUM.  No one wished to speak at this time. 

 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  None 

 
4. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2010 having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed.   
 

5. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere on Agenda.  
 

The bus stops are now in place, although the actual ‘bus stop’ signs still need to 
placed. 
 

6. REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Mr McGregor reported that 
they have received allocation of £2m towards pot hole repairs on the county’s 
roads.  It is anticipated with the General Election due to held next month, there 
will be changes to the County Council’s structure throughout the country. 

 
7. REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER.  PCSO Steven Long 

reported that Pc Tim Green has been on long term sick, but has now returned on 
light duties.  He reported that there continues to be a low level of crime in the 
village.  The speed gun has been returned after being calibrated and speed checks 
will be carried out frequently in the village. 

 
8. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions. 

There was one application for consideration this month 
Ref: 0827/10 Gravel Pit Farm, Gorams Mill Lane, Laxfield 
Erect two storey extension 
 
After a brief discussion this application was recommended for approval. 
 

9. FINANCE.  Payments due this month were authorised for payment (details of   
which are in the minute book).   
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10. PLAYING FIELD PAVILION.  Mr Oakes reported that lorries emptying the 
recycling banks were cutting up the roadway and the old tennis court.  This will 
have to be dealt with before next winter.   The quote for replacing the showers was 
higher than expected, so a further quote will be sought.  A complete kitchen has 
been offered, including a hob.  This will be looked at to make sure it is suitable 
and will fit in the refurbished kitchen area. 
 

11. TOWN POND WORKS.  The work by the County Council is ongoing and they 
have asked if the parish council would be prepared to make a donation.  It is 
thought the total cost of the works will be around £25,000.  After discussing this 
matter, it was unanimously agreed that £3,000 would be donated towards this 
work. 
 

12. VILLAGE MATTERS 
(i) Cemetery.  The Environment Agency have instructed that no burials 

can be made within 30m of a watercourse.  The map has now been 
redrawn.  However, holes will have to be dug in the remaining area to 
make sure the ground is not too wet for future burials.  There is no 
problem with the interment of ashes being near a watercourse.  It is 
hoped that the outstanding issues can be resolved and the cemetery can 
be used by the summer. 

(ii) Housing Needs Survey.  Following the receipt of the report from 
Suffolk Acre, a meeting needs to be arranged with them to decide on 
the way forward.  It was agreed that a meeting should be arranged for 
Monday 10 May at 6.30pm. 

(iii) Noticeboard.  The noticeboard needs to be fully repaired to enable 
parish notices to be posted there.  Mr Oakes will consult with Mr 
Cook on his return from holiday. 

 
13. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars for the month were noted. 

Correspondence has been received inviting the Parish Council to enter the Village 
of the Year competition.  It was agreed to enter Laxfield this year. 
 
A letter has been received from Mid Suffolk District Council stating that from 4th  
July 2010 there will no scheme manager at Hartismere House at weekends and 
bank holidays.  This is very disappointing news, but Mr McGregor agreed to look 
into this again as he felt it is a service cut that was unacceptable. 
 

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is the Annual Parish Council meeting and will be a held on Monday 10 
May 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


