
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Mrs L J Sutton       Aylesbury Farm 
Parish Clerk       Mill Roadtr54 
Tel:  01728 660313      Peasenhall 
Fax:  01728 660592      Saxmundham  IP17 2LW 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the 

Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 11 October 2010 
 
PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman),  Mr T Woolnough, Mr D Watkins, 

Mrs M Gagg, Mr K Cook, Mrs S Larke, Mrs W Abbott, and  
Mrs L Auchterlonie. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were received and accepted from 
Mr I Williams, Mrs J Watt and Mr A Clarke. 

 
2. PUBLIC FORUM.  The parish council were asked if they were prepared to lay 

a wreath at this year’s Remembrance Day at the War Memorial.  As previously 
agreed in the budget, the parish council will donate £60 towards the purchase of 
a wreath to lay on behalf of the village. 

 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  None. 

 
4. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 13 September having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed.   
 
5. MATTERS ARISING from minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.   

Item 9 (i)  The clerk has submitted an application to the Heveningham Country 
Fair requesting help with funding towards the flooring at the pavilion.  Two 
quotes will have to be submitted.  Mrs Auchterlonie is expecting to receive these 
within the next two weeks. 

 Item 9 (ii). Planning permission may be required for a new access to the 
cemetery.  Mr Oakes will speak with Highways to see what other options there 
are for the cemetery entrance. 

 Item 13.  Money is available through Section 106 funding, and this will be tied 
in with applying for funding towards the refurbishment at the pavilion. 

 
6. REPORT OF THE COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.   Both Mr 

McGregor and Mr Gemmill reported that they are waiting for the Government to 
report what funding will be available to District and County Councils on 20 
October.  Mr Gemmill reported that both Mid Suffolk and Babergh District 
Councils have almost unanimously agreed to take the business case forward and 
form one council.  This will not happen before 2013 and a referendum will take 
place to allow the public to have the opportunity to say if they agree with the 
proposal.  Mrs Gagg and Mr Watkins attended a recent parish liaison meeting 
where the proposed merger of council’s was discussed. 

 
7. PLANNING.  There was one application for consideration this month.   
  Ref: 3084/10 The Malt House, The Street, Laxfield 
  Removal of Sycamore tree. 
 
 This application was recommended for approval. 
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8. FINANCE.    Payments due this month were authorised (details of which are in the 
minute book). 

 
9.  VILLAGE MATTERS.   
 

(i) PLAYING FIELD PAVILION.  Mrs Auchterlonie has applied to Mid 
Suffolk for Section 106 funding towards the work.  Members of staff at 
the Co-op, dressed up in fancy dress and received donations of £290 
towards the work.  The Parish council is very grateful to them for this 
kind donation. 

(ii) CEMETERY.   The cemetery is now full and from December 2010, the 
new cemetery will be used.  The clerk will put a notice in the church 
magazine to this effect. 

(iii) EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.  Mrs Gagg reported on the necessary 
steps to be put in place, so that the village is prepared in the unlikely 
event of an emergency.  It was felt that a sub-committee should create a 
formal document for use in the village. 

 
10.    AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  A meeting took place on Wednesday 6 October 
with Carla Beckett (Flaghsip Housing), Sunila Osborne (Suffolk Acre) and Anne 
Bennett (MSDC). The purpose of the meeting was to identify at least 8 possible 
exception sites abutting the Laxfield boundary.   After studying the maps, 9 possible 
sites were identified.  Another meeting will be convened once Oxbury’s and Mid 
Suffolk District Council have reported their findings. 
 
11. SNOOK BEQUEST.  It was agreed that a replacement bench for The Link 
should be purchased with Snook bequest money.  This money was left for the benefit 
of the elder residents in Laxfield.  Many elderly residents do use the existing bench 
which is now in a bad state of repair.  A resident in the village may make a donation 
towards the purchase of a new bench.  It was agreed to purchase a bench from 
Whitehouse Enterprises who supply recycled outdoor furniture which is also vandal 
proof. 

 
12. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars for the month were noted 

and distributed. 
 
 The Clerk has received notification of Transport Meeting in Stradbroke, which 

Mrs Gagg agreed to attend. 
 
13. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   Although discussed in the past, the 

parish council feel that a bi-monthly parish magazine free to all villagers is a good 
idea.  This will be put on the agenda for next month, when a sub-committee will 
be formed to take the project forward. 

 
There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 

 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 8 November 2010. 
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Accounts for Payment:- 
 
Pearce & Kemp    £    38.87 
Anglian Water (playing field)   £  202.65 
BDO (Audit)     £  364.25 
Graystons     £    19.88 
W Alderton     £  510.71 
Playing Field group (fete money)  £1964.86 
R Oakes (VH caretaker)   £  582.00 
RBL (wreath)     £    60.00 
 
 
   TOTAL  £3743.22  
 
 


