
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Mrs L J Sutton       Aylesbury Farm 
Parish Clerk       Mill Road 
Tel:  01728 660313      Peasenhall 
Fax:  01728 660592      Saxmundham  IP17 2LW 

 
 
OPEN FORUM.  None. 
REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.  No report. 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Mr McGregor informed the meeting 
about the New Strategic Direction in which parishes take more responsibility for local 
services and amenities for their parish.  This could include more involvement in public 
transport and youth services.  The clerk has yet to receive any information, but will 
contact the District Councillor for his guidance. 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the 
Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 8 November 2010 

 
PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman),  Mr T Woolnough, Mr D Watkins, 

Mrs M Gagg, Mr K Cook, Mrs S Larke, Mrs W Abbott, Mr I Williams, 
Mrs J Watt, Mr A Clarke and Mrs L Auchterlonie. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies were received and accepted from 
Mr S Gemmill, District Councillor. 

 
2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  None. 

 
3. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2010 having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed.   
 
4. MATTERS ARISING from minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.   

Item 11.  The bench has arrived and will be placed in position as soon as 
possible. 

 
5. PLANNING.  There was no applications for consideration this month.   
  
6.       FINANCE.    Payments due this month were authorised (details of which are in 

the minute book). 
 
7.  VILLAGE MATTERS.   
 

(i) PLAYING FIELD PAVILION.  Mrs Auchterlonie has applied to Mid 
Suffolk for Section 106 funding towards the work.  Some villagers have 
raised some money for various Charities and will be donating some of 
the money raised to the pavilion.  The clerk has forwarded the quotes for 
flooring to the Country Fair committee for their consideration. 

(ii) CEMETERY.   Gates need to be erected at the entrance to the new 
cemetery to discourage people walking through.  The clerk will contact 
MSDC to inform them that the parish wish to put hedging along the 
entrance track.  The clerk, chairman and Terry Booty from Thirkettles 
will meet to discuss the layout for future burials and interments.  The 
cemetery is now full and from December 2010, the new cemetery will be 
used.  The clerk will put a notice in the church magazine to this effect. 
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(iii) PARISH MAGAZINE.  Mr Oakes met with Rev Fiona Newton to 
discuss the parish magazine.  It was agreed that in the New Year a 
meeting will be arranged with members of the parish council and the 
PCC to discuss this fully. 

(iv) TRANSPORT MEETING.  Mrs Gagg attended a recent meeting and 
there could be 3 different choices for the village which could include the 
‘dial-a-ride’ scheme.  There will be further meetings, as with Council 
cutbacks, it is essential to the village to keep a bus service running. 

 
8.    AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  Carla Beckett at Flagship Housing has received 
information from Mid Suffolk and Oxbury’s and wants to set up the next meeting.  It 
was agreed that Wednesday 1 December 2010 would be convenient and the clerk 
will contact her to confirm this date. 
 
9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars for the month were noted 

and distributed. 
 
 Following a request for two disabled parking bays, the clerk has received a plan 

from County Council showing the proposed bays.  It was agreed that this should 
be ahead as proposed. 

 
 There is a special parish liaison meeting on Thursday 25 November 2010 to 

discuss affordable housing, budgeting, elections and consultations with parish and 
town councils.  Mr Watkins and Mr Oakes will attend this meeting on behalf of 
the parish council. 

 
13. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   A parishioner has asked if it is 

possible that the street lights can be turned out at midnight to save on electricity 
and help the environment. 

 
There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 

 
There is no parish council meeting in December.  A Finance meeting will be held on 
Monday 13 December 2010.  The next meeting of the parish council will be held on 
Monday 10 January 2011. 
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Accounts for Payment:- 
 
Pearce & Kemp    £    38.87 
Anglian Water (playing field)   £  202.65 
BDO (Audit)     £  364.25 
Graystons     £    19.88 
W Alderton     £  510.71 
Playing Field group (fete money)  £1964.86 
R Oakes (VH caretaker)   £  582.00 
RBL (wreath)     £    60.00 
 
   TOTAL  £3743.22  
 
 


