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Mr K R Dunkley         3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk          Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696         Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk      IP13 8DJ 
  

Public Open Forum 
• 1 member of the public (reporter from the EADT) was present. 
• District Councillor Stuart Gemmill was present at the meeting, he touched upon the matter of affordable 

housing and the forthcoming development of changes & updates to District planning policy especially in 
regard to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), MSDC will be launching a consultation on these 
issues. 

• County Councillor Guy McGregor sent his apologies but had communicated that Suffolk County Council 
had no plans to increase the “council tax”.   

• The PCSO also sent his apologies but had sent a report, a copy of which is displayed on the PC notice 
board on Church Plain. 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room at 7.30pm on Monday 12th January 2015. 

Present; Mr K Cook (Chairman), Mrs W Abbott, Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr A Clarke, Mrs S Larke, Mr A Peachey, 
Mr D Watkins, Mr I Williams, Mr C Wilson & Mr T Woolnough. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Mr A Oakes    
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  None. 
 

3. MINUTES of the meeting held on 10th November 2014.  The minutes having been previously circulated were 
agreed as being a true record of the meeting and were duly signed by the chairman. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda.  

a. Item 7b of the minutes of 10/11/14 detailed actions to improve security at the playing field, these 
matters were still outstanding. 

b. Item 7c of the minutes of 10/11/14 detailed action to be taken with various trees in both cemeteries 
and the church yard – this matter still awaiting action.  In addition a tree overhanging the footpath to 
the left of the “Old Manse” had been brought to the attention of the Clerk for action. 

c. Item 8a of the minutes of 10/11/14 – the Clerk reported that 1 member of the public had requested the 
summary of comments in respect of the Affordable Housing Information day held on 24/09/14 and 
that a copy had been duly sent. 

 
5. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions.  

a. 3049 / 14.  Demolition of single storey extension.  Erection of two storey side extension & single 
storey front extension.  4 Bickers Hill Road.  MSDC planning permission has been GRANTED. 

b. 3320 / 14.  Open fronted agricultural pole barn for the storage of hay / straw & agricultural 
machinery.  The Willows, Vicarage Road, Laxfield.  MSDC Letter of notification that formal 
approval of the details of the proposed development is not required. 

c. 2603 / 14.  Change of use of domestic storage building to a micro dairy to produce goats cheese (use 
class B2).  Little Meadows Farm, Banyards Green, Laxfield.  MSDC planning permission has been 
GRANTED.   

d. 3567 / 14.  Change of use & works to convert barn to dwelling.  Fishers Farm, Dennington Road, 
Laxfield.  MSDC planning permission has been GRANTED.   

e. 3319 / 14.  Proposed stables & agricultural buildings (retrospective).  The Willows, Vicarage Road, 
Laxfield.  MSDC planning permission has been GRANTED.   
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f. 3371 / 14.  Erection of detached single storey domestic outbuilding.  Orchards Cottage, High Street, 
Laxfield.  MSDC planning permission has been GRANTED.   

g. 3475 / 14.  Installation of new plant to rear yard.  FRANCHILL HT PACK Model No. FS2Q-60M.  
CO-OP Food Store, High Street, Laxfield.  Laxfield PC SUPPORTS this application.   

h. 3594 / 14.  Prior approval of proposed change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling house (Use 
class C3).  The Hornbeams, Stirrup Street, Laxfield.  MSDC letter of REFUSAL.   

i. 3606 / 14.  Display of advertising signage (replacement of existing fascia signage) per submitted 
drawings & associated details.  Post Office / Co-Operative Stores, High Street, Laxfield.  MSDC 
consent has been GRANTED.  

j. 3762 / 14.  Replacement of existing fascia per submitted drawings & details (to accommodate new 
signage).  Co-Op food store, High Street, Laxfield.  MSDC listed building consent has been 
GRANTED 

 
6. FINANCE.  

a. The current months payments were authorised for payment. 
b. The budget & precept for 2015 / 16 were considered by the council & were unanimously approved.  

For the third year running the precept will remain at £39,500.  The appropriate paperwork for MSDC 
was duly signed.    

c. The matter of remuneration for the village hall caretakers was discussed and it was agreed that a rate 
of £7.20 per hour will be paid with effect 1st January 2015. 

d. The Clerk reported that a recent VAT refund of £4,186.58 had been received. 
e. The Clerk reported that council’s bankers had at last refunded the erroneous bank charges of £56 with 

an extra goodwill payment bringing the refund in total to £80.  All applicable bank accounts are now 
receiving improved levels of interest (e.g.) 1 account received £4.48 in November 2014 but £18.97 in 
December 2014.  

f. A request for financial support from “Home Start” will be an item on the agenda of next months 
meeting. 

 
7. VILLAGE MATTERS. 

a. 2015 Day Out in Laxfield.  The date for this event has been confirmed, Saturday 12th September as a 
joint venture with the Horticultural Society who will be organising their show in the village hall.  The 
“Day Out” element will begin at 4pm on the playing field in line with the recent years and will 
include some new attractions including a gymnastic display. 

b. Playing Field.  Feedback has been received from the PCSO regarding action taken with the culprits 
responsible for damage to the Playing Field.   

c. Cemetery.  The Council has agreed in principle (subject to further detailed information including 
costs) to the electronic surveying, mapping & recording of the cemetery records.   

d. Village Hall.  Mr Woolnough reported that the village hall pantomime (Aladdin) would be on stage 
later in the week for 4 performances.  

e. Speedwatch scheme.  The Clerk reported that there were no further updates from the Laxfield team 
at present as the speed gun is with the Stradbroke team.  Mrs Shuttle HAS agreed that this item will 
be removed from the permanent agenda with effect from February 2015.  If any issues arise she will 
inform the Clerk when appropriate. 

f. Other village matters.   
i. The Clerk now has a full record (with ownership information) of all street lights in the 

village.   
ii. In respect of dog fouling the purchase & installation of 2 further dog bins (Bickers Hill & the 

School) will be pursued, as will the purchase & installation of signage around the village.   
iii. Mrs Auchterlonie agreed to lead the project to research the possible installation of solar 

powered vehicle speeding signs in the village.   
iv. Mrs Auchterlonie will be obtain a second quote in respect of the possible opening of the 

Guildhall safe for which keys have not been found.   
v. The Council agreed to adopt the MSDC model regarding processes & standards in respect of 

filming at council meetings.  The Clerk will prepare & issue these for adoption at next 
months meeting 
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8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Laxfield. Mr Watkins reported the following “Planning applications 
for the Council development sites at Mill Road & Noyes Avenue have been submitted to the MSDC 
Development Management Team. These are now in the process of being verified & will be available to 
view on the Council’s website shortly.  There are still a number of points that need to be clarified between 
the Development Management Officer & the Architect.  In response to the comments made by members 
of the community about parking at Noyes Avenue, 5 additional parking spaces are planned for the site, 2 
being for the use of Hartismere House & 3 for residents within the proposed scheme.  With regard to 
resident parking for current users of the Mill Road garage site, any opportunities for providing temporary 
parking for those who will be displaced from the site during building works is being investigated.  With 
regard to the proposed Rural Exception Site, the option on the land is agreed with the landowner, 
comments from the MSDC Development Management Officer are positive regarding the proposal & 
work is being undertaken towards a planning application being submitted.”   

9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  In addition to the correspondence and circulars distributed to 
councillors via email the Clerk read out the following items. 

a. Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit – the Clerk reported that the previous Clerk (Mrs Sutton) had 
informed him that Laxfield did not have a formal emergency plan.  The forms were duly completed, 
signed and returned accordingly. 

b. A copy of issue 4 2014 of the magazine “Local Councillor” was distributed to all councillors present. 
c. The Clerk will complete and return the Mid Suffolk Local Plan Development consultation document. 
d. It was agreed that the Clerk would invite a representative of the Halesworth Campus Development 

team to attend a forthcoming PC meeting. 
e. The PCSO report having been previously circulated and also displayed on the PC notice board on 

Church Plain was taken as read. 
 

10. PARISH CLERK REPORT.  
a. The Clerk reported that he would be attending an election briefing at SALC HQ on 14th January 2014. 
b. Forthcoming training courses – the Clerk drew Councillors attention to forthcoming courses available 

via SALC, please contact the Clerk if you wish to be booked on any courses 
c. The Clerk reported that he would be unavailable to attend the monthly meeting scheduled for 9th 

March 2015; Mr Williams agreed to take minutes.  In addition it was agreed to move the September 
meeting to the first Monday of the month – this means the meeting will be held on 7th September (not 
14th).  

 
11. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS. (for future agendas) 

a. Mr Clarke will investigate the possibility of the installation of a community defribulator within the 
village. 

b. The issue of parking on grass verges throughout the village was raised & discussed. 
c. The issue of parking of cars on the zig zag lines outside the school was raised & discussed. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 9th February 2015.   
 


