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Please note that these are draft minutes until signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 
 

                  
 
Mr K R Dunkley           3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk           Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696          Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk        IP13 8DJ 

  
Public Open Forum 

• Two members of the public were in attendance. 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room  

at 7.30pm on Monday 9th March 2015. 
Present; Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mrs W Abbott, Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr A Clarke, Mrs S Larke, 
Mr A Peachey, Mr D Watkins, Mr I Williams & Mr T Woolnough. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Mr K Cook, Mr C Wilson, PCSO Kane Martin & District 
Councillor Mr Stuart Gemmell.  

 
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  None. 

 
3. MINUTES of the meeting held on 9thth February 2015, with Minutes of the Planning Committee 

Meeting held on 19th February 2015.  The minutes having been previously circulated were agreed 
as being a true record of the meetings and were duly signed by the chairman. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. None 
 
5. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions. None 

 
6. FINANCE.  

a. The current months payments were authorised for payment. 
b. Additional Tree Surgery cheque made out to T. Perkins, Halesworth for £895.00. 

 
7. VILLAGE MATTERS. 

a. 2015 Day Out in Laxfield – All is going to plan; Mrs Auchterlonie is to respond to a 
Parishioner’s letter concerned with the Dog Show at the Day Out. Her opinion, supported 
by the rest of the Council, was that the Dog Show should go ahead. She has been in touch 
with the Kennel Club and plans to incorporate an educational aspect regarding dog 
fouling within the village and owners’ responsibilities, which was the concern of the 
writer of the letter. No dogs would be allowed off a lead. 

b. Playing Field.  
i. The Cricket Club had planned to remove offending bottles embedded by vandals 

in the playground. Other village vandalism had also been reported – daffodil heads 
have been pulled off and other plants broken down in the churchyard, thought to 
be youngsters using it as a play area. Villagers should be observant and report all 
instances. 

ii. New gates for the playing field have been ordered. 
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c. Cemetery.    
i. The car park at the new cemetery will be extended to improve access & turning / 

exit from the car park on to the road.   
ii. There is a concern over where to tip spare graveyard soil. 

iii. If anyone asks about the apparent peculiar alignment of the graves, they need to be 
informed that they are in fact aligned correctly – the land area is at an angle, and it 
will begin to look correct as it fills up. 

d. Village Hall – Mr Woolnough reported that the village hall caretakers Mr and Mrs Oakes 
have resigned with effect 31st March 2015.  The caretaker vacancy will be 
advertised as soon as possible. The members of both the Village Hall Committee 
and the Parish Council expressed their thanks to Mr & Mrs Oakes for all their 
excellent work over the years. 

e. Other Village Matters 
i. Mrs Auchterlonie has contacted some vehicle activated speeding sign indication 

companies and is inviting one to present to the Parish Council very soon. 
ii. Mr Clarke has arranged a meeting scheduled for Tuesday 17th March 2015 with 

the ambulance service regarding the installation of a community defribulator.  Mrs 
Auchterlonie suggested running a course for residents to demystify and train users 
about CPR. 

 
8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Laxfield.  

a. Meetings have been held and plans progressing with the sites. The issue of cars parking 
on very muddy and crowded verges, especially during construction of the Mill Road 
garages site will be raised with MSDC. 

 
9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE. 

a. All items of correspondence and circulars had previously been distributed to councillors 
via email.  

b. Bundles of election papers were distributed to councillors which need prompt attention. 
 

10. PARISH CLERK REPORT. 
a. Dog Bins and signs; and parking prohibited banner for the school are on order. 
b. Feedback regarding a request from the Halesworth Volunteer Centre will be dealt with at 

the next meeting. 
c. It is recommended that the Annual Parish Meeting is postponed until after the election for 

the new Parish Council on May 7th. 
d. Guildhall Safe: Mrs Auchterlonie has contacted Attend-a-Lock who will try to open it this 

Friday. Previous attempts with bunches of keys have failed. 
 

11. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   
a. The Church Walk tarmac is still broken up and very dangerous. Another footpath by the 

Baptist Chapel is also dangerous with hazardous tree roots. 
b. The gates for the playing field have been ordered. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.07pm. 
 

The next monthly meeting of Laxfield Parish Council is scheduled for 
Monday 13th April 2015 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room of the Guildhall. 


