
These minutes are DRAFT only until agreed by the full parish council and signed by the chairman 

Please note that these are draft minutes until signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 
 

                  
 
Mr K R Dunkley         3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk          Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696         Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk      IP13 8DJ 

  
OPEN FORUM.  5 members of the public and District Councillor Mrs J Flatman attended this meeting.  
Issues raised & discussed were; 
● A possible community radio station for the local area about which further information will be 

circulated and interest gauged via the Parish Magazine.  Concerns were raised about broadband 
speeds in the area.  More detailed information on costs are required before the PC can discuss any 
possible support.  It was emphasised that commitment from those willing to help run the station 
would be required “week in week out”. 

● The planning application at Barley Brigg Farm, Stradbroke was discussed (see item 5d below). 
● A future meeting between Laxfield PC & MSDC planning department regarding the future of 

planning issues in the village has been arranged. 
  

Minutes of a Laxfield Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room 

At 7.30pm on Monday 9th November 2015. 
 

1. PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr A Clarke, Mr K Cook, Mr A 
Peachey, Mr D Watkins, Mr C Wilson, Mr I Williams & Mr T Woolnough. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Mrs W Abbott & Mrs S Larke.  Also County Councillor Mr G 
McGregor. 

 
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. None 

 
4. MINUTES having previously been circulated and displayed were agreed as a correct record and 

were duly signed by the Chairman. 
a. Of a meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th October 2015. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

a. Review of risk assessment for the street cleaner – Mr A Clarke.  These have been reviewed 
and updated and will be reissued accordingly. 

b. Review of PC standing orders – Mr A Oakes.  The model standing orders having been 
reviewed will be circulated to all councillors and considered for possible adoption at the 
Parish Council meeting scheduled for January 2016.  

 
6. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions. 

a. 2033 / 15.  Threeways, Badingham Road, Laxfield.  MSDC permission GRANTED. 
b. 3679 / 15.  Chestnut Tree Farm, Framlingham Road, Laxfield, IP13 8HD.  Use of land for 

siting of 6no. Holiday lodges (within definition of a caravan) and associated vehicular access.  
Laxfield Parish Council voted to SUPPORT this application. 
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c. 3057 / 15.  Land at the Willows, Vicarage Road, Laxfield.  MSDC notice of 
WITHDRAWAL. 

d. PL \ 0279 \ 15.  Barley Brigg Farm, Laxfield Road, Stradbroke, Suffolk, IP21 5NQ.  
Anaerobic digestion plant, associated infrastructure and use of existing agricultural lagoons.  
This is a retrospective planning application received via SCC.  Concerns were raised about 
traffic flows in the surrounding area.  Information was provided about what would be fed into 
the digester.  Laxfield Parish Council voted to SUPPORT this application. 

e. 3678 / 15.  Co-Op Food Store, High Street, Laxfield, IP13 8DH.  Retention of the free 
standing canopy over part of the rear yard area, and retention / replacement and upgrading / 
updating of the existing CCTV system with a similar model.  Laxfield Parish Council voted 
to SUPPORT this application. 

f. SALC email received and circulated 23/10/15 – “Parish Councils: the case for the Right of 
Appeal in the Planning Process”.  This correspondence having been previously circulated was 
taken as read and noted by all present. 

 
7. FINANCE. 

a. Authorisation of payment of the current months accounts was given and cheques duly signed 
in respect of; 

i. Parish Council. 
ii. Village Hall. 

b. Playing Field insurance cancellation was confirmed and a refund of the balance of the 
premium of £116.64 is awaited  

c. HMRC VAT refund of £3,146.74 was received 26/10/15. 
d. PWLB payment of £5,644.59 in respect of the village hall is due 03/12/15. 
e. £60 Royal British Legion donation for a Remembrance Sunday wreath was agreed. 
f. A grant request from Headway Suffolk was considered and it was agreed to donate £100 in 

support of their work in the local area. 
g. Any other finance matters.  None. 

 
8. VILLAGE MATTERS.  

a. 2016 Day Out in Laxfield – Mrs L Auchterlonie. 
i. Feedback for 2015.  An event with drinks & nibbles will be held in the village hall 

from 7.30pm on 12th November 2015 to thank all helpers and supporters of this event. 
ii. HM The Queens 90th Birthday Celebrations (11 & 12 June 2016).  It is intended that 

these celebrations will replace “The Day out in Laxfield” for 2016 and will be 
organised by members of the committee.  Celebrations will be of a similar nature to 
those in 2012 for the Diamond Jubilee.   

b. Playing Field.     
i. Play Area Fencing – Quotes for work will be obtained for the play area fencing 

project (to be funded via the Michael Kitchen bequest £2788, the recently received 
Heveningham Hall grant £500 & the expected Locality Budget grant of £1800. 

1. Mr Oakes will contact the Primary School contractor. 
2. Mr Cook will contact Easitron in Linstead. 

ii. Play Area Fencing – Application for funding – District Councillor Julie Flatman – 
Locality Award is currently in hand. 

iii. ROSPA report feedback – Mr K Cook reported that the recent ROSPA report 
highlighted the need to deal with the fencing & gates into the children’s play area 
otherwise all other matters were at least satisfactory.    
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c. Cemetery.  Nothing to report this month 
d. Village Hall – Mr T Woolnough reported that the new oven had been installed and will make 

its debut at the forthcoming “Tiffaney & Tapas” night. 
e. Any other village matters. 

i. Electronic sped signs update – Mrs L Auchterlonie reported that a meeting is expected 
in January 2016 

ii. Defribulator project update (possible adoption of telephone box) – Mr A Clarke 
reported that the adoption of the telephone box is being dealt with by the Co-Op and 
that it is hoped the defribulator will be located at the village hall.  Mr Oakes will 
discuss with Mr Mark Seal the possibility of financial support for this project from 
First Responders funds. 

iii. Community Radio Station proposal – see “Open Forum” section at head of these 
minutes. 

iv. Village pond and fishing platform.  Clearance (de-silting) of the Village pond & 
maintenance of the fishing platform is a project in hand for action in spring 2016.   

v. Footpath update 
1. Church Walk repairs are in hand by SCC.  
2. Footpath 13 (from kissing gate adjacent to The Old Manse, High street, 

Laxfield) is scheduled for maintenance and repair by SCC. 
3. It was noted that the car parking area outside the Baptist Chapel will also be 

dealt with by SCC. 
4. Mr Oakes has now made contact with a specific member of the SCC highways 

team, “Richard” to assist with future issues of this nature. 
vi. Neighbourhood Development Plan (ref email circulated 26/08/15 and recirculated 

05/10/15).  This matter is to be raised as an agenda item for the January 2016 meeting 
of the Parish Council. 

vii. An email has been received from County Councillor Mr G McGregor confirming that 
the extension of the 30mph limit on Station Road is scheduled to be considered in 
January 2016. 

 
9. AFFORDABLE HOUSING – Laxfield.  Nothing to report his month 

 
10. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Discuss recently received correspondence and distribute 

circulars. 
a. LAIS Up2Date 151015 – received and circulated 16/10/15.  No action required 
b. LAIS1383 October 2015 “Cities and Local Government Devolution Bill” received and 

circulated 23/10/15.  No action required. 
c. UK Power Networks letter received 26/10/15 – “Inventory of Unmetered Supplies”.  No 

action required. 
 

11. PARISH CLERK REPORT. 
a. The Appointment of the new Parish Clerk (Mr Nick Woodhead) was announced, he will take 

up his duties from January 2016.. 
 

12. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   

a. The Street light on Framlingham Road opposite the School has been reported as out of 
order to Pearce & Kemp. 
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b. The street light on Bickers hill just past Blyth House has been reported to Pearce & Kemp 
as being overgrown with ivy. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 

The next scheduled meeting of Laxfield Parish Council will be on 
Monday 11th January 2016 at 7.30pm in the Guildhall. 

.  .   
 


