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Please note that these are draft minutes until signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 
 

                  
 
Mr K R Dunkley         3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk          Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696         Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk      IP13 8DJ 

  
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM:  

a. 2 members of the public were present to explain their planning application and the expansion of 
their smallholding business at “The Willows” which has grown from an initial 5 acres to its 
present 16 acres.  The business is now a full time occupation and their application is for 3 year 
temporary accommodation to prove the viability of the business.  A councillor posed a question 
regarding dogs on the premises which are present due to previous break-ins at the site (3 guard 
dogs and 1 Labrador). 

b. Another member of the public was present to inform the council members of issues in respect of 
the access track to Hill Farm, the reinstatement of a stretch of ditch & hedge and the livestock in 
a field adjacent to the track.  A recent incident of damage to a new fence and saplings being 
pulled up has been reported to the Police and is being treated as criminal damage. 

c. County Councillor Mr Guy McGregor was present and reported to Council members that Colin 
Noble had recently been elected as the new leader of the Suffolk Conservative party, he further 
reported that a recent OFSTED inspection report was due soon, but that local High schools were 
expected to be rated “good”.  Mr McGregor will chase up (after the 7th May election) the Laxfield 
PC application for the 30mph speed limit to be moved to beyond the new cemetery on Station 
Road. 

d. PCSO Kane Martin was present and submitted his report to Council members.  There have been 4 
crimes reported in the past month.  His full report is displayed on the PC notice board on Church 
Plain. 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room 

At 7.30pm on Monday 13th April 2015. 

PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mrs W Abbott, Mr A Clarke, Mr K Cook, Mrs S Larke, Mr A 
Peachey, Mr D Watkins, Mr C Wilson, Mr I Williams & Mr T Woolnough. 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Mrs L Auchterlonie & District Councillor Mr Stuart Gemmell.  

 
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.   

a. Mr Cook declared an interest in item 5.d. 
 

3. MINUTES of the meeting held on 9th March 2015.  The minutes having been previously 
circulated were agreed as being a true record of the meetings and were duly signed by the 
chairman. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda.  

a. The Church Walk tarmac is still broken up and very dangerous. Another footpath by the 
Baptist Chapel is also dangerous with hazardous tree roots (item 11.a of minutes 9th 
March 2015) these mattes will be added to the agenda of the next monthly meeting of the 
PC. 
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5. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions.  
a. 0203 / 15.  Installation of new plant unit to rear yard.  Co-Op Food Store, High Street, 

Laxfield.  Laxfield PC SUPPORT.  0350 / 15.  Change of use of current garage to an 
annex.  Lodge Cottage, Cake Street, Laxfield.  MSDC permission GRANTED.  

b. 0465 / 15.  Continued use of land for siting of mobile home for occupation in connection 
with agricultural smallholding.  The Willows, Vicarage Road, Laxfield. The deadline 
having passed Laxfield PC did NOT COMMENT on this application.   

c. 1065 / 15.  Erection of two storey dwelling & integral garage (re-submission of previously 
approved 0866 / 13).  Laxfield PC SUPPORT.   

d. 1093 / 15.  Alterations to existing attached single storey extension to provide new annexe.  
Rookery Farm, Badingham Road, Laxfield.  Laxfield PC SUPPORT 

 
6. FINANCE.  

a. The current months payments were authorised for payment.  
b. It was agreed to grant £100 to the Halesworth Volunteer Centre in support of their 

community transport scheme.  
c. The E-ON correspondence regarding the renewal of the fixed price electricity plans for 

both the Parish Council Room & Playing Field Pavilion will be completed & returned by 
the Clerk. 

d. The Clerk will write to the builders who carried out the recent work in the Church in 
respect of the expense incurred when the village clock required remedial attention.   

e. The proposal by the committee of the Laxfield & District Museum to install a new fire 
alarm system for the Guildhall has been withdrawn.   

f. The Clerk reported that the quarterly cleansing grant (£182) from MSDC had been 
received and that payment of the half yearly precept (£19,750) & associated grant 
(£1,642.17) was due within the week.     

 
7. VILLAGE MATTERS.   

a. 2015 Day Out in Laxfield – Mrs Auchterlonie has responded to a concerned parishioner 
in respect of dog show for this event to which a reply has also been received and will be 
kept on file.  No further action to be taken.   

b. Playing Field.  
i. The Chairman (Mr Oakes) will speak to the Groundsman regarding repairs to the 

play area fencing & the arrangements for the reinstatement of gates across the 
main entrance.   

ii. Mr Oakes will also check on issues concerning the concrete bench (currently in a 
ditch) & embedded glass in the play area.   

iii. The Clerk had photographs showing the poor state of repair of the picket fence 
surrounding the children’s play area.  Mr Oakes will speak to the Groundsman 
regarding remedial work. 

iv. A CCTV camera is due to be installed in the very near future.   
v. The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Suffolk Police regarding 

action in the case of earlier criminal damage at the playing field with a date set for 
a youth defendant at West Suffolk Magistrates Court.  

vi. Mr Oakes & Mr Cook will meet with the MSDC appointed consultant at the 
playing field on Thursday 13th April 2015 at 11.45am in respect of a major Sports 
England: Playing Pitch Strategy Review. 

c. Cemetery. The electronic project for cemetery records is progressing.  
 
 
 
 

d. Village Hall.  
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i. The refurbishment of the floor has been completed (£2100) which is now “like 
new”.  This was financed from the profits of this year’s pantomime.   

ii. The village hall accounts have been drafted indicating a small surplus was made in 
2014.   

iii. It was agreed that the village hall will no longer pay (£500) for the Clerks 
financial duties in respect of the hall, this will be paid direct by the PC.   

e. Any other village matters.  
i. The vehicle activated speed signs project is progressing.  Mrs Auchterlonie was 

unable to be present but had submitted information regarding the preferred 
supplier and the possibility of a presentation in respect of this project in the near 
future.   

ii. Mr Clarke reported that the community defribulator project is progressing and that 
he had attended a “first aid” (mainly regarding the use of a defribulator & CPR) 
course that day in respect of this matter, he suggested that once the defribulator 
was in place that the PC may wish to fund attendance on the course for interested 
parishioners.  The Clerk will check on the status of the phone box adjacent to the 
village shop in respect of this as a location for the defribulator). 

iii. Village of the year competition.  Mrs Auchterlonie was unable to present so this 
matter was deferred until next month. 

iv. The opening of the Guildhall safe was scheduled for later in the week (the 
contractor dealing with this had been unwell). 

v. MSDC are dealing with issues in respect of manhole covers & footpath repairs in 
Mill Road (re; email received by the Clerk 23/03/15 from MSC tenant services 
department) 

vi. VE day 70th Anniversary 8th – 9th May 2015 - the PC will not be organising any 
events in regard to this anniversary.  

 
8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Laxfield.  

a. The 2 MSDC sites (Noyes Avenue & Mill Road) are progressing through the planning 
process.   

b. The rural exceptions site behind Noyes Avenue will be chased up to ascertain its status by 
Mr Watkins.  

 
9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  

a. Most of the previous month’s correspondence and circulars had previously been 
distributed to councillors via email. 

b. A letter has been received from a concerned parishioner regarding the painting of a “Keep 
Clear” sign on the ground of Church Plain at the entrance to Church Walk / Church Villas 
as frequent parking (especially overnight) was blocking access especially in respect of 
emergency vehicles.  The Clerk will contact Suffolk Highways regarding this matter.  

c. SALC LAIS (Local Authority Information Sheet) received in the past month. 
i. LAIS 1374.1 – Councillor Travel Expenses Update – no action required 

ii. LAIS 1377 – Prayers – no action required 
iii. LAIS 1378 – Parking – no action required 
iv. LAIS 1379 – Unauthorised encampments – no action required 
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10. PARISH CLERK REPORT.  
a. 7th May 2015 election - all 11 of the current councillors of Laxfield PC have been 

returned uncontested. Mr Oakes has decided to continue to stand as Councillor.   
b. 2 new dog waste bins will be installed (Bickers Hill footpath & in the vicinity of the 

school), signage has been posted around the village exhorting dog (& cat) owners to 
“clean it up”.   

c. A warning banner has been installed outside the Primary School regarding parking / 
waiting / dropping off on the zig zag lines.  Further action will be taken if the issue 
persists with parents continuing to flout the law.   

d. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 11th May at 8pm in the Baptist 
Chapel Hall.  The Clerk will book the facilities with Pastor Mawson / Mr Gordon 
Chambers. 

e. The Clerk reported that he has submitted the Heveningham Hall Trust monitoring form 
with a covering letter for Laxfield PC indicating that £2300 had been granted to Laxfield 
PC in the past 5 years and to what use those grants had been put. 

 
11. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   

a. A rotten “railway sleeper” foot bridge adjacent to Chestnut Barn in Banyards Green was 
reported.  The Clerk will report this matter to Suffolk Highways. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 

The next monthly meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 
Monday 11th May 2015 at 7.00pm in the Parish Room of the Guildhall. 

PLEASE NOTE EARLIER TIME THAN USUAL 
 

This meeting will be followed by the Annual Parish Meeting which will be held on 
Monday 11th May at 8pm in the Baptist Chapel Hall. 

  


