LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs L J Sutton Aylesbury Farm

Parish Clerk Mill Road

Tel: 01728 660313 Peasenhall

Fax: 01728 660592 Saxmundham IP17 2LW

OPEN FORUM. Carla Beckett from Flagship Housing and Anne Bennett from Mid
Suffolk District Council attended the meeting to bring Councillors up to date on the
Affordable Housing project. Flagship Housing has undergone restructuring following
funding cutbacks and they do not know whether any funding will be available to
Laxfield to go forward with their housing project. A decision will be made in June
2011 and Carla agreed to attend the next meeting with an update.

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR. Mr Gemmill reported that villagers
will soon receive information on the poll for joint working with Babergh. Joint working
will save a considerable amount of money.

REPORT OF THE PCSO. Amy Yeldham was unable to attend the meeting but
submitted a report stating that there had been one minor crime in the village last month.
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR. Mr McGregor reported that the dial
a ride bus will be launched on 15 June. He was asked if he would be able to confirm
that there will be one bus from Laxfield to Halesworth on a Wednesday.

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held in the
Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 9 May 2011

PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr T Woolnough, Mrs L Auchterlonie,
Mr A Clarke, Mr D Watkins, Mr I Williams, Mrs M Gagg and
Mrs W Abbott, Mr Watkins, Mrs Larke and Mrs Watt.

1. CHAIRMAN. Mr Oakes was proposed by Mrs Auchterlonie to act as Chairman
for the coming year.

2. VICE-CHAIRMAN. Mr Cook was proposed by Mr Oakes to act as Vice-
Chairman for the coming year.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. None.

4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST. Mr Oakes and Mrs Watt declared a
personal interest in Item 8 on the agenda relating to planning application
1188/11 Sancroft Barn, Stirrup Street, Laxfield.

Mr Cook declared a personal interest in Item 8 on the agenda relating to
planning application 0540/11 Wood Farm Barn, Dennington Road, Laxfield.

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES & REPRESENTATIVES.

Planning & Amenities Committee 7 members
Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mrs Watt, Mr D Watkins, Mr A Clarke, Mrs Gagg, plus

Council Chairman (Mr Oakes), and Vice-Chairman (Mr Cook).

Grounds Committee. 9 members

Mrs Larke, Mrs Abbott, Mrs Gagg, Mr Woolnough, Mrs Watt plus Council
Chairman, Council Vice-Chairman, (also Mrs Joy Ayre and Mr G Scruby
representing PCC).



Finance & General Purposes Committee 7 members
Mrs Watt, Mrs Larke, Mr Woolnough, Mr I Williams, Council Chairman, Vice-

Chairman plus Chairman of two other Committees (to be announced).

REPRESENTATIVES.

Village Hall Council (5) Mr Woolnough, Mr Cook, Mrs Larke, Mr
Watkins

Smith & Ward Charity (1) Mr Madsen

Relief in Need Charity (2) Mrs Chambers and Mrs Williams

Laxfield & District Museum (1) Mr K Cook

SALC & County Area ) Mr Oakes, Mrs Watt

Committees (4) ) Mr Cook and Mrs Gagg

Youth Club (1) Mr Woolnough

Fete/Horticultural Society Mrs Auchterlonie, Mr Williams, Mr Oakes
and Mrs Gagg

MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2011 having been
circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed.

MATTERS ARISING. The clerk has received details on ‘Intelligent Lighting’.
This information was placed in the correspondence folder for all councillors to
read and this subject will be placed on the agenda for discussion next month.

Mr Cook has spoken to Mrs Van Melzen regarding the missing footpath signs
and the clerk will contact the footpaths department at SCC.

PLANNING. There were three applications for consideration this month.

(a) Ref: 0540/11 Wood Farm Barn, Dennington Road, Laxfield
Erection of a Gaia wind turbine with 18.2m hub height and 13 rotor
diameter. Erection of 10kw ground mounted solar PV system (40 panels).

Some Councillors have visited the site, to familiarise themselves with the
location. Although Councillors expressed some concern at the height of the
turbine and the visual impact this may have on the local landscape, they were
satisfied that the guidelines of planning policy statements 7 and 22, relating to
landscape, visual effects and noise associated with renewable energy
developments were met. Also consideration was given to policies relating to
protection of historic buildings and protection of wildlife habitats.

They also took into account correspondence received from local residents.
Following a detailed discussion, the Councillors voted, and the majority
recommended approval of this application.

(b) Ref: 1188/11 Sancroft Barn, Stirrup Street, Laxfield
Change of use and works to convert barn into single dwelling house. New
vehicular access. Provision of private sewage treatment plant.

Councillors examined the details of the proposal, and also visited the site and the
relevant policies were taken into consideration.



The amount of rebuilding to the barn from the survey appears to show there will
be significant changes to the structure including external cladding and roofing to
be replaced. The scale of the cart lodge shows this will be significantly larger
which would not necessarily comply with policy GP1. This also appears not to
satisfy policies ENV3 and ENV4 of the Suffolk Structure Plan (2001).
Biodiversity assessment states there was no evidence of bat occupation and no
obvious access point. When councillors visited the site, bats were seen entering
and leaving barn by significant holes in the structure.

It appears that not all the land belongs to the applicant. A parcel of land belongs
to a neighbouring farmer and is in arable production.

With regard to screening, there appears to be insufficient land to plant screening
hedges to the north of the barn.

Following a detailed discussion, the Councillors voted, and the majority
recommended REFUSAL of this application.

(c¢) Ref: 1172/11 Hill Farm, Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield
Erection of conservatory to side elevation.

This application was recommended for approval.

FINANCE. Payments due this month were authorised (details of which are in
the minute book).

The Clerk had previously circulated the Financial Statement of the year to 31
March 2011. After a brief discussion relating to the figures, the Statement was
signed by the Chairman and the Clerk and was now ready for internal and
external Audit. The Statement of Assurance and & Annual Governance
Statement were also signed. The asset register was reviewed.

10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING. Following the information received from

11.

Flagship housing, it was agreed that a meeting of the sub-committee should be
held as soon as possible. Some dates were agreed and the clerk will contact Carla
Beckett and Anne Bennett so that they may attend.

VILLAGE MATTERS.

PAVILION. The grant of £7074 has been received from Mid Suffolk District
Council. Also an approval letter from SCC indicating that Guy McGregor’s
Locality budget was awarding £500. The new floor has been completed. Mr
Oakes felt that it would be of great benefit to have a toilet in the pavilion. He will
look at costs for converting the referee’s changing room.

CEMETERY. Wooden gates are expected to be in place by the end of the week
and a sign will be put up stating that no dogs are allowed in the cemetery. Mr
Oakes will meet with Terry Booty to finalise the new layout.

BUSES. The parish council are hoping to receive written evidence of the bus
service running once a week from Laxfield to Halesworth.

PARISH PLAN. Annette Gray has forwarded ideas for parts of the parish plan
not yet completed. The idea of asking the owners of land on Bickers Hill to allow
a permissive path will be considered.

12. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE. Circulars for the month were noted

and distributed. = SALC have contacted the parish council to ask if they are
interested in a short introduction to the power of well being. The clerk will
contact SALC and arrange a date for them to attend a meeting.
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13. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS. There are some boys and girls in the
village deliberately making a mess near the dog bins and at Town Pond and also
the playing field. The PCSO will be informed of these incidents.

There are a lot of large lorries delivering to the co-op some mornings which is
blocking the road at certain times of day. Mr Oakes will discuss with the shop
manager.

Mr Oakes has noticed the Church doors being open in the early hours of the
morning. It is feared that there may be some theft and criminal damage and will
speak to the Vicar about locking the church overnight. The PCSO will be
informed.

There is a lot of dog mess in the churchyard and a note will be put up to keep dogs
on a lead. If this does not improve the situation, dogs will be banned from the
churchyard.

Mrs Gagg, Mr Williams and Mr Watkins will meet to discuss a quarterly
newsletter.

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.51 p.m.

The next meeting will be held on Monday 13 June 2011.

Accounts for Payment:-

Pearce & Kemp (s/lighting) 38.87
Came & Co (Insurance) 936.23
W Alderton (churchyard maint) 259.23
Cyan (bench for street) 415.00
M&M Flooring (p/f) 1814.40
TOTAL 3463.73



