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OPEN FORUM.  A request was made for a donation towards a wreath from the parish 

council to the Royal British Legion for remembrance Sunday.  This was previously 

agreed in the budget and a donation of £60 would be made.  Mr Cook will attend the 

service on behalf of the parish council. 

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.  Mr Gemmill was not present at the 

meeting and no report was made. 

REPORT OF THE PCSO.  PCSO Steven Long reported that there had been one crime 

in the village this month.  For the whole of 2011 there had only been 9 crimes which 

was lower than the previous year.  He also announced that there was a new telephone 

number for non urgent enquiries to the Police.  It is 101 and this number will eventually 

be available countrywide.  It will be available 24/7 and will cost 15p per call. 

REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Mr McGregor reported on the new 

consultations of the planning framework and also the plan for sustainable development.  

There is a new consultation from the boundary commission.  Mr Cook questioned 

whether this was a wise way to spend money as reduced income to councils resulting in 

reduction in services was in place, whilst money was being spent on boundary 

commission consultations.  Also mentioned was the Halesworth Middle School 

becoming a free school in 2012 and this would impact on a bus service for students. 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the 

Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 10 October 2011 
 

PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr K Cook, Mr T Woolnough, Mrs J Watt, 

Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr A Clarke, Mr I Williams, and Mrs S Larke. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received and accepted from Mrs W 

Abbott, Mrs M Gagg and Mr D Watkins. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  None.  

 

3. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2011 having 

been circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and 

signed.   

 

4. MATTERS ARISING from minutes not covered elsewhere on agenda. None.   

 

5. PLANNING.  There were two applications for consideration this month.  

 

Ref: 2841/11 Chestnut Cottage, High St, Laxfield 

Erection of single storey annexe. 

 

This application was discussed and the main issues arising were whether the 

building will be for living accommodation as it is not specific to actual use; the 

building will have significant visual impact as the ridge height is 4 metres; the 

building would be very close to the property boundaries; it would seem that the 

base may have already been laid, but the application states that no work has been 

started. 
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Taking all the comments from councillors into consideration, it was 

recommended that this application should be recommended for refusal. 

 

Ref: 3386/11 1 Church Walk, Laxfield 

Remove 1 Holly Tree. 

 

After a brief discussion, this application was recommended for support. 

 

 6. FINANCE.  Payments due this month were authorised (details of which are in 

the minute book). 

 

 7.       VILLAGE MATTERS.  

 (i) PAVILION.  The verandah and gutters have still not been completed. 

The clerk had received a letter from E&S water stating that during the last 6 

months, there had been a very high water consumption.  Mrs Auchterlonie 

agreed to speak with users of the pavilion to see if she can identify why there has 

been such a high usage.  Signs for leakage will also be checked. 

(ii) CEMETERY.  Discussions are still ongoing with the new owners of 

Little Klabang who may be prepared to allow parking on their land during 

funerals at the new cemetery.  A letter has been received from Revd Fiona 

Newton asking why the parish council did not want all of the land consecrated.  

The clerk will respond as they burial ground is to be used by parishioners of all 

beliefs, and if required land can be blessed at the time of burial.  The decision 

not to consecrate the ground was agreed at the previous meeting, so this decision 

cannot be reviewed for six months. 

  (iii)    CHURCHYARD - TREES. Mr Oakes had met with the tree surgeon at 

the churchyard and he assessed which trees would need reducing and pruning.  

He will consult with David Mitchell at MSDC and arrange a site visit.  Mr Sayer 

whose garage was damaged, has agreed that these repairs will be dealt with no 

involvement with insurance companies.  The cost of the repair will be around 

£300.  This will be discussed at the next meeting whether the parish council will 

make an ex gratia payment for these repairs. 

 

8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  A meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 1 

November 2011 at 10am in the Guildhall to discuss any progress with this 

project.  Anne Bennett from MSDC and Sunila Osborne from Suffolk Acre will 

attend. 

 

9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars for the month were noted 

and distributed.    

 

10. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.  It was reported that glass has been left 

smashed next to the bottle banks.  Mr Cook and Mr Oakes will keep a close eye 

on the site to ensure no glass is left outside the banks. 

 

It will be considered whether mugs will be purchased for all children of primary 

school age to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee. 

 

Councillors were asked whether they would support residents of Hartismere 

House have a meal on a monthly basis paid for by the Snook bequest. 

 

The community bus is available for hire and the cost is £70 for an evening hire.  

This will be publicised in the magazine. 
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The footpath sign is missing/broken in Jubilee Close.  Mr Cook agreed to look at 

this on behalf of the council. 

 

 

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 14 November 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accounts for Payment:- 

 

Pearce & Kemp (s/lighting) 2mths     42.34 

E&S Water (playing field)               357.11 

Royal British Legion (wreath)     60.00 

VH caretaker      558.00 

KCR cemetery work     494.72 

Ayers – cemetery work    107.11 

Anglian water      133.11 

 

 

  TOTAL  £1512.17 

 


