
LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
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Parish Clerk       Mill Road 
Tel:  01728 660313      Peasenhall 
Fax:  01728 660592      Saxmundham  IP17 2LW 
 
 
OPEN FORUM.  None. 
REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.  Mr Gemmill reported that he 
has spoken to his colleagues at Mid Suffolk regarding planning strategy and how 
applicants are kept informed during the process of their applications.  He has been 
assured that officers are working on this matter and hoping that progress can be made 
regarding any additional information being required to assist with the applications. 
REPORT OF THE PCSO.  There has been one reported crime this month.  This was 
a Common Assault (No Injury) that took place on 20 June 2012 on Mill Road.  A 
suspect was arrested and bailed until investigations are complete.  Other information 
was given to be aware of scam emails relating to Olympic tickets. 
REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Mr McGregor was asked he if 
would be willing to help with funding the joint initiative with Stradbroke for the speed 
watch campaign.  He confirmed that funding from his locality budget would be made 
available.  Mrs Gagg asked him to look into the Pathfinder bus service as there have 
been complaints recently from travellers regarding the lateness of buses and attitude of 
the drivers.  Mr McGregor agreed to look into this. 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the 
Parish Room at 7.30 p.m. on Monday 9 July 2012 

 
PRESENT: Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr T Woolnough, Mrs L Auchterlonie, 

Mr A Clarke, Mr D Watkins, Mr I Williams, Mrs M Gagg and 
Mr Watkins, Mrs Larke, and Mrs Watt. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received and accepted from Mrs 
Abbott and Mr Cook. 

 
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  None.  

 
3. MINUTES. The minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2012 having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed.   
 
4. MATTERS ARISING not covered elsewhere on the agenda.  The additional 

dog bin has been received.  The recycling centre has not yet been relocated to 
Bickers Hill, but the clerk will take this up with Mid Suffolk District Council. 

 
5. PLANNING.  There was one application for consideration this month.  
             Ref: 1850/12 Noyes Farm, Rowes Hill, Laxfield 
        Construction of new vehicle access and roadwand erection of security gates. 

             
After discussing this application, it was recommended for approval.  
 
Mr Oakes and Mr Cook attended a pre-application meeting at Havensfield Farm, 
Laxfield (Application ref: 0793/12 & 0792/12) on Thursday 5 July 2012 to 
discuss the application to erect 2 pig buildings.   Although Councillors were 
sympathetic to the reasons for the application to expand the business, at present 
they suggest that the checked huts be moved up the field and leave the pig closer 
to the farm.  An application for full discussion will be received in due course. 
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6. FINANCE. Payments due this month were authorised (details of which are in 

the minute book).  
  
7.     VILLAGE MATTERS.  

(i) SPEEDING.  It was agreed that a joint venture with Stradbroke to be 
trained in the speed watch scheme would be a good idea.  Six volunteers 
are needed before the scheme can be established, three from each village, 
but preferably more as villagers have to work in pairs.  Training will then 
be arranged and equipment purchased.  The clerk will contact the clerk of 
Stradbroke to work together on this project. 

(ii) HARTISMERE HOUSE – LUNCHES.  It was agreed that the cost 
to residents and the elder residents of the village would be £2.50 per head 
for a 2 course meal. 

(iii) CHURCH TOWER – FLAGS.  Mr Oakes has spoken with Barry 
Read who raises flags on the church tower for special events and the 
Union Jack flag needs replacing.  Mr Oakes would speak with Revd. 
Newton and it was agreed that a new flag should be purchased. 

(iv) PLAYING FIELD TOILET.  Three quotes have been received for 
installing a toilet with access to the outside.  After discussing each quote it 
was agreed that the quote from Mr Oughton for £4,100 be accepted.  It is 
hoped that the work can be completed as soon as possible. 

(v)  CEMETERY.  The clerk has been in contact with the Diocese regarding 
the consecration of part of the cemetery.  The land will be measured and 
the information passed to them so that the consecration can be arranged.  
The cost will be £150 plus VAT.   

 
8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  There is nothing to report at this time. 
   

  9.  CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  Circulars were distributed for the 
month. 
 
   10. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.  Mrs Gagg is moving from 
Laxfield village and has therefore resigned her position as parish councillor.   Mr Oakes 
thanked her for all her work during her time as a councillor.  The clerk will notify Mid 
Suffolk District Council that there is a vacancy. 
 
Mr Williams reported that Mr Mills has stood down as Treasurer for the 100 Club.  Mrs 
Watt agreed to take over the position. 
 
The proposed opening times for the new community library will be Monday – Friday 
3pm-5pm and one late night (probably Thursdays) until 7pm.   
 
The clerk has received a letter informing that Laxfield have again won the Philip 
Watson cup for the most improved village.  Two years ago Laxfield were 7th and this 
year finished 3rd.  It was a close competition this year with Worlingworth winning the 
competition.  Mr Peter Caller and Mrs Auchterlonie were thanked for meeting the 
judges. 

 
There was no other business and the meeting closed at 8.55 p.m. 

 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 10 September 2012. 

 
 


