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Mr K R Dunkley           3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk           Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696          Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk        IP13 8DJ

  
Public Open Forum   

• District Councillor Stuart Gemmell had sent his apologies as he was unable to be present but had nothing to report  
• PCSO Steve Long presented his monthly report, stating that no reported crimes had been registered in the past month.  

25 cars had their catalytic converters marked at a recent event held locally.  There have been 146 thefts of catalytic 
converters in Suffolk so far this year.  A property in Fressingfield recently had its oil tank drained overnight.  He 
recommended prudence and vigilance in securing sheds, garages and out buildings as the summer months are now upon 
us in order to deter and prevent the theft of tools and garden equipment.  The full PCSO report is displayed on the PC 
notice board on Church Plain. 

• County Councillor Guy McGregor had sent his apologies as he was unable to be present but conveyed his thanks to the 
voters for his recent re-election to the County Council. 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room at 7.30pm on Monday 13th May 2013. 

Present; Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mrs W Abbott, Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr A Clarke, Mr K Cook, Mr A Peachey, Mr D Watkins,  
Mr I Williams, Mr C Wilson & Mr T Woolnough. 

1. Election of Parish Council Chairman – Mr A Oakes was re-elected to the post of Chairman of the Parish Council 
2. Election of Vice-Chairman – Mr K Cook was re-elected to the post of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council 
3. Apologies for Absence – Mrs S Larke 
4. Declaration of Interests - None   
5. Election of committees & representatives. 

a. Planning & Amenities Committee (7 members) 
i. Mr D Watkins (Chairman) 

ii. Mrs L Auchterlonie 
iii. Mr A Clarke 
iv. Mr K Cook 
v. Mr A Oakes 

vi. Mr A Peachey 
vii. Mr C Wilson 

b. Grounds Committee (9 members) 
i. Mr K Cook (Chairman) 

ii. Mrs W Abbott 
iii. Mrs S Larke 
iv. Mr A Oakes 
v. Mr A Peachey 

vi. Mr C Wilson 
vii. Mr T Woolnough 

viii. A N Other 
ix. A N Other 

c. Finance & General Purposes Committee (7 members) 
i. Mr A Clarke (Chairman) 

ii. Mrs L Auchterlonie 
iii. Mr K Cook 
iv. Mrs S Larke 
v. Mr A Oakes 

vi. Mr I Williams 
vii. Mr T Woolnough 

d. Representatives 
i. Village Hall Council (4) 

1. Mr T Woolnough (Chairman) 
2. Mrs S Larke 
3. Mr A Oakes 
4. Mr D Watkins 

ii. Smith & Ward Charity (1) 
1. Mr C Wilson 
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iii. Relief in Need Charity (2) 
1. Mrs L Auchterlonie 
2. Mr K Cook 

iv. Laxfield & District Museum (2) 
1. Mr K Cook 
2. Mr A Oakes 

v. SALC & County Area Committees (2) 
1. Mr K Cook 
2. Mr A Oakes 

vi. Youth Club (1) 
1. Mr T Woolnough 

 
6. Minutes of meeting held on 8th April 2013.  The minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2013 having been previously 

circulated were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed. 

7. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. None  
 
8. Planning.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions. 

a. MSDC Reference 0229 / 13 - Installation of Oil Tank, All Saints Church Laxfield – Permission GRANTED by 
MSDC. 

b. MSDC Reference 0659 / 13 – Change of use of land to driveway and alterations to existing access – Moat Farm, 
Banyards Green, Laxfield - SUPPORTED by the PC 

c. MSDC Reference 0866 / 13 – Erection of two-storey detached dwelling and integral garage – Suffolk House, High 
Street, Laxfield – SUPPORTED by the PC 

d. MSDC Reference 1057 / 13 – Erection of single storey link extension and conversion of garage to ancillary 
accommodation – Redroofs, Banyards Green, Laxfield – SUPPORTED by the PC 

 
9. Finance.  This month’s accounts were authorised for payment. 

 
10. Village Matters.  

a. 2013 Day Out in Laxfield 
i. Mrs Auchterlonie confirmed that the event to be held on the 7th September will be called “A Day Out in 

Laxfield” as we have banners, polo shirts and other items branded in this way.   
ii. The next meeting to discuss this event is scheduled for Tuesday 4th June at 2pm in the pavilion on the 

playing field. 
iii. Mr Williams showed those present the full page advert for inclusion in the next edition of the Parish 

magazine. 
b. First Aid Course – Mrs Auchterlonie reported that there were now 3 or 4 spaces available on the course and she will 

endeavour to fill the spaces possibly by contacting village organisations and businesses that may require first aiders. 
c. Playing Field 

i. The ROSPA inspection of the play area is booked for September and we are awaiting confirmation of the 
date. 

ii. New play bark will be distributed beneath the appropriate areas of the children’s play area on Saturday 25th 
May by a group of volunteers organised by the 100 club group including those working towards their Duke 
of Edinburgh Award for whom a certificate of participation will be provided by the PC. 

iii. The burnt and damaged picnic tables will be removed the playing field by Mr Cook. 
iv. Mr Oakes will chase up both the toilet and car barrier projects in order to get these works completed. 

d. Cemetery 
i. Mr Oakes had recently met with Terry Booty and Mark Tinney to discuss the layout of the new cemetery. 

ii. Concerns have been raised regarding adequate parking arrangements at the new cemetery. Mr Oakes will 
contact the County Highways Department to start preliminary discussions about this matter and also to 
raise the possibility of extending the 30mph speed limit to before the cemetery as one enters the village.  

iii. There are concerns that plots in the new cemetery must not exceed 7 feet in length. 
e. Village Hall – Tim Woolnough – nothing to report at present.  A meeting of the village hall committee was 

scheduled directly after this PC meeting. 
f. Speedwatch Scheme – this matter had been discussed earlier in the meeting with the PCSO.  The Clerk will write to 

the PCSO and the Clerk of Stradbroke PC in order to progress this project.  
 
11. Affordable Housing - Laxfield - Mr Oakes reported that he had been approached by a developer interested in the possibility of 

building in Laxfield.  Mr Oakes will arrange a preliminary meeting to be held at 7pm prior to the PC meeting scheduled for 
Monday 10th June 2013.  

 
12. Circulars & Correspondence.  Recently received correspondence & circulars were distributed 
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13. Parish Clerk Report. 
a. Review of Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th April 2013.  The draft minutes having been precisely circulated were 

discussed and provisionally approved. 
b. Feedback from Annual Parochial Church Council meeting re; Dogs in the Church Yard.  The Clerk reported that 

this matter had been raised at the APCC held the night after the Annual Parish Meeting and that there is confusion 
about who has jurisdiction over the Church yard.  This matter will be raised with the PCC and also highlighted in 
the Parish magazine in attempt to eradicate this nuisance.  The Clerk further reported that the lady carrying out the 
grass cutting and maintenance of the Church yard complained about the persistent dog fouling when she presented 
her last invoice for payment 

c. There have been several enquiries for plots in the new cemetery (6 to date); the Clerk will need a plan of the 
cemetery as soon as possible. 

d. There are 97 Diamond Jubilee mugs left over from last year – it was agreed these would be distributed to the school 
and preschool by Mrs Auchterlonie 

 
14. Any Other Relevant Business.   

a. Mrs Abbott pointed out that the Bickers Hill footpath is very overgrown with weeds and grass – Mr Oakes will 
contact Gary Mills regarding this matter. 

b. Mr Wilson raised concerns that emergency vehicles called to Jubilee Close are unaware that numbers 1 – 6 are on 
the main village Street.  This issue also affects The Orchards and Home Meadow.  Mr Oakes will advise the clerk 
about who to contact regarding this issue. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.450pm 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th June 2013.   

 


