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Mr K R Dunkley           3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk           Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696          Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk        IP13 8DJ 
 
Public Forum – District Councillor Mr Stuart Gemmill gave an update regarding changes at Babergh & Mid Suffolk District 
Councils.  County Councillor Mr Guy McGregor reported on recent electoral outcomes and some subsequent changes to the County 
Council.  He also reported on the recent opening of the new development at the port of Felixstowe.  Both Mr Gemmill & Mr 
McGregor will raise and chase up progress with the Speedwatch scheme (with the Police & Crime Commissioner Tim Passmore if 
necessary).  Mr Cook raised the issue of the 2013/14 precept, proposed legislation regarding referenda and the discretionary grant 
recently received by Laxfield PC.  The circumstances surrounding this matter are very confusing and Mr Gemmill will endeavour to 
seek clarity to report back to the PC.  Mrs Auchterlonie asked Mr McGregor if there is any possibility of funding towards “A Day Out 
in Laxfield” and will email a request and details to Mr McGregor. The PCSO was unable to be present but had notified the PC that no 
crimes had been reported in Laxfield during the previous month. The Clerk will chase up progress regarding the Speedwatch scheme 
directly with the PCSO. 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room at 7.30pm on Monday 10th June 2013. 

Present; Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mrs W Abbott, Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr A Clarke, Mr K Cook, Mrs S Larke, Mr A Peachey, 
Mr D Watkins, Mr C Wilson, Mr I Williams & Mr T Woolnough. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. None 
 
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  None 

 
3. MINUTES of meeting held on 13th May 2013.  The minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2013 having been previously 

circulated were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and signed. 

4. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. None   
 
5. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions. 

a. MSDC Reference 0659 / 13 – Change of use to driveway and alterations to existing access – Moat Farm, Banyards 
Green, Laxfield. Permission GRANTED by MSDC 

b. MSDC Reference 1057 / 13 – Erection of single storey link extension and conversion of garage to ancillary 
accommodation – Redroofs, Banyrads Green, Laxfield. Permission GRANTED by MSDC. 

 
6. FINANCE. 

a. This month’s accounts were authorised for payment. 
b. The Clerk reported that a payment for reclaimed VAT of £404.50 had been recently received 

 
7. VILLAGE MATTERS.  

a. 2013 Day Out in Laxfield.  Mrs Auchterlonie reported that a meeting had been held in the past week and plans 
continue to progress well.   

b. First Aid Course.   
i. Mrs Auchterlonie reported that the first aid course went well with 10 attendees and that one parishioner 

had already put some of the training into practice.   
ii. Mrs Auchterlonie will monitor demand with a view to possibly running another course in the future.   

iii. Mrs Auchterlonie will provide a list of attendees to the clerk for circulation. 
c. Playing Field 

i. The recently purchased Village Hall storage container is now in situ on the playing field 
ii. Comments have been received about parking congestion on the playing field and the possibility of 

extending the car parking beyond the old tennis court.  It was queried whether the car barrier to the right 
of the main entrance is being opened when necessary to alleviate this problem 

iii. The Chairman stated that the Bowls Club have committed to maintain the track down to the old tennis 
court 

iv. A date will be obtained for final completion of the toilet project 
v. The new signage directing visitors to the playing field is in place 

vi. The damaged picnic tables have been removed and disposed of  
d. Cemetery  

i. Mr Oakes has instigated discussions regarding parking at the new cemetery 
ii. A plan of the new cemetery is required as soon as possible 
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e. Village Hall.  Mr Oakes will ask the hall caretaker to deal with the issue of the chain link fence and gravel behind 
the village hall.   

f. Pre-School. Nothing to report 
g. Speedwatch scheme. 

i. The Clerk reported that Mr Treadway had withdrawn as a volunteer 
ii. The Clerk will promote the need for more volunteers in the Parish Magazine 

iii. The Clerk will chase up progress regarding this scheme with the PCSO 
h.  Retirement of Fiona Newton (Vicar).  Mr Oakes will coordinate this event and as many members of the PC will 
attend. 

 
8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Laxfield.  Mr Watkins outlined the informal meeting which had been held prior to this meeting 

taking place. Laxfield PC will continue to seek progress of the current scheme until the end of 2013 before seeking alternative 
partners or options in order to proceed if necessary.   

 
9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE. Recently received correspondence & circulars were distributed. 

 
a. The Clerk read out a letter of complaint regarding loose dogs in a private garden.  The Clerk will write to the owner 

of the dogs, the complainant and circulate all the correspondence to the PCSO. 
 

10. PARISH CLERK REPORT.  Nothing to report 
 

11. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS 
 

a. Mrs Abbott raised the matter of the overgrown state of Church Walk and Mr Oakes will deal with this 
b. Mr Cook raised the matter of the centenary commemorations of the start of World War I planned for August 2014 

and whether Laxfield PC will be involved.  This will be discussed at a future date. 
  

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm 

The next meeting will be held on Monday July 8th 2013. 
 

 

 

 


