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OPEN FORUM PUBLIC FORUM. Mr John Treadway of Laxfield & District Museum briefed the
Councillors present on plans to commemorate the 100" anniversary of the outbreak of WWI. Various aspects
of the scheduled events which will be held in the grounds of All Saints Primary School on Saturday 3™ May
2014 were discussed. Any proceeds after all expenses have been covered will be donated to the Royal British
Legion.

Mr Mark Seal attended the meeting to inform the Council that after 6 years as co-ordinator of the local First
Responders team he is standing down. At present there just 2 first Responders in Laxfield which is paired
with Stradbroke who also have 2 & the scheme is actively recruiting new volunteers as the scheme ideally
requires 12 volunteers for it to work fully and effectively. Anyone interested should email
mariasmithS86@btinternet.com Mr Seal thanked the PC for their support over the years he has co-
ordinated the scheme and Mr Oakes thanked Mr Seal and his team on behalf of the PC & the village for their
hard work & dedication.

District Councillor Stuart Gemmill sent his apologies. County Councillor Guy McGregor did not attend. The
PCSO did not attend.

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held
in the Parish Room at 7.30pm on Monday 13" January 2014.

Present; Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr A Clarke, Mr K Cook, Mrs S Larke, Mr A Peachey, Mr D Watkins, Mr I
Williams, Mr C Wilson & Mr T Woolnough.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Mrs W Abbott & Mrs L Auchterlonie.
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. None

3. MINUTES of the meeting held on 11" November 2013. The minutes of the meeting held on Monday
11the November 2013 having been previously circulated were taken as read, agreed as a correct record and
signed.

4. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. None

5. PLANNING. To consider any recently received applications or decisions.

a. Ref2671/13. Erection of a detached two storey dwelling — Land at rear of Suffolk, House,
High Street, Laxfield. MSDC permission GRANTED.

b. Ref 3064/ 13. Erection of two bed detached house — 2 Framlingham Road, Laxfield. MSDC
permission GRANTED.

c. Ref3660/13. Removal of Lime Tree — Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield — this was
considered by the PC and it was agreed to concur with the expert opinion & support the
recommendation of the MSDC Tree Officer. Ref 2098/ 13. Erection of permanent agricultural
dwelling — Land at Havensfield Farm, Fressingfield Road, Laxfield (in the Parish of
Stradbroke). MSDC permission GRANTED.

d. Ref2098/13. Erection of permanent agricultural dwelling — Land at Havensfield Farm,
Fressingfield Road, Laxfield (in the Parish of Stradbroke). MSDC planning permission has
been GRANTED.



e. Ref2154 13. Installation & operation of a single 250kw wind turbine with a hub height of 30m
and an overall tip height of 45m (30m blade diameter) — Land at Yew Tree Farm, Station Road,
Laxfield. In light of the lack of a decision by MSDC within the 8 week statutory time limit
from the application start date the applicants have lodged an appeal with the Planning
Inspectorate. Laxfield PC will not take any further action as the comments lodged with MSDC
will be taken into consideration by the planning inspectorate. A copy of the correspondence
from Mr T Hammond to the Chief Executive of MSDC regarding this matter was passed to the
Clerk to keep on file.

6. FINANCE.

a. a. The current months payments were authorised for payment.

b. To consider and approve budget and precept for 2014 / 15.

1. Mr Clarke presented and outline of the deliberations of the Finance & General Purposes
Committee meeting held on 9" December 2013.

ii. The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes committee meeting held on 9™
December 2013 having previously been circulated were accepted & signed as a correct
record.

iii. The recommendations of the committee were accepted & agreed by the Parish Council &
the budget & precept were considered & approved.

iv. The precept will remain at £39,500.

v. Action will be taken to reduce the reserves held by the PC.

c. To consider letter from All Saints Church PCC requesting financial support for accessible toilet
& kitchen project in the base of the Church tower. A request from All Saints Church PCC
requesting financial support for accessible toilet & kitchen project in the base of the Church
tower was discussed and a final decision was postponed pending further information from the
PCC.

d. Any other relevant finance matters.

1. The Clerk informed the PC that the Department for Communities and Local Government
has confirmed that the appropriate sum for parish councils for the purposed of section
137 (4) (a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (“1972 Act”) for 2014 — 2015 is £7.20
(increased from £6.98 (3.2% RPI).

ii. The Clerk confirmed that there was no financial advantage in reducing the Public Works
Board Loan

iii. The “Precept upon Charging Authority” document was signed by the Chairman for the
Clerk to action

5. VILLAGE MATTERS.
a. 2014 Day Out in Laxfield.
1. The first meeting to discuss this event is scheduled for Wednesday 22/01/14.

ii. A skip will be ordered to deal with the rubbish still awaiting removal from the playing
field

b. Playing Field
1. A report with quotations for remedial & maintenance work within the play area is under
consideration. Mr Oakes & Mr Cook to discuss and report back to the next monthly
meeting.

ii. Remedial work to deal with excess drainage of water from the lower end of the playing
field will be considered. Mr Oakes & Mr Cook to investigate and report back to the next
monthly meeting.

iii.  The recent vandalism to the pavilion accessible toilet is being dealt with & the toilet will
be locked until further notice.

iv. New gates for the entrance to the playing field are being considered.

c¢. Cemetery.



1. New Cemetery Plan. Mr Terry Booty has agreed to draw up outline plans for the new
cemetery layout by the end of January 2014.
ii. Considerations to improve parking facilities & access to the new cemetery are in hand.
Mr Oakes will discuss this matter with Waterfields and Bronwen Curtis (The MSDC
planning case officer who dealt with the new cemetery application)
iii.  Mr Oakes will discuss with Mrs Pam bridges planting for the garden of remembrance
area within the new cemetery.
d. Village Hall.
1. Remedial work has been carried out to the chain link fence & gravel between the Hall &
Hartismere House.
ii. Intrusive nettles & brambles to an adjacent dwelling have been dealt with.
e. Speedwatch Scheme. An update on progress with this scheme is outstanding and is expected
soon.
f. World War I Commemoration (2014)
1. The Parish council has agreed to pay for the temporary Event Notice required for this
event. Mrs Auchterlonie to action.
ii. The PC will provide the necessary Hi-Viz jackets required.
iii. Mr Cook agreed to liaise between The Stradbroke School Band and Museum committee.
iv. Mr Oakes and Mr Cook will join the Museum steering committee for this event.

6. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Laxfield. Mr Watkins reported that a meeting with MSDC regarding
possible sites is still outstanding. Almost 500 PC newsletters were distributed in December 2013 asking
residents to update their housing needs.

7. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE. Recently received correspondence and circulars were
distributed

8. PARISH CLERK REPORT.
a. The Clerk bought item 27 in the correspondence bundle regarding training courses to the attention
of councillors present.
b. 2014 PC meetings schedule
i. The Clerk will be absent for the meeting scheduled for Monday 10™ March 2014, the Clerk
will complete all preparatory paperwork and a councillor will take minutes.

ii. The Clerk is unavailable for the meeting scheduled for Monday 8" September 2014. It was
agreed to move their meeting to the first Monday of September. Consequently this
meeting will be held on Monday 1% September 2014. This will be well publicised in
advance.

c. A representative of the Citizens Advice Bureau will be attending the PC meeting scheduled for
Monday 10" February 2014.

d. The Clerk has recently completed a Cemetery Management course

e. The Clerk did not attend the planned Clerks Workshop (Book Keeping) due to insufficient
delegates.

9. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.

a. Mr Watkins reported on his earlier meeting in Stradbroke regarding “Neighbourhood Planning”.
He did not recommend Laxfield participate in this, his notes will be circulated to all Councillors.

b. The damage to the war memorial railings has been repaired.

c. The tree surgeon has attended to various trees in the village.

d. At the request of some parishioners Mr Peachey raised the subject of a possible “speed checker”
being located within the village. Costs to be ascertained from County Councillor Guy McGregor.

e. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9pm.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 10" February 2014 at 7.30pm in The Parish Room.
3



