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Mr K R Dunkley         3 Church Villas 
Parish Clerk          Laxfield 
Tel; 01986 798696         Suffolk 
Email; kevinrobertdunkley@tiscali.co.uk      IP13 8DJ 
  

Public Open Forum 
• 3 members of the public were present including a reporter from the East Anglian Daily Times.  A member of 

the public present raised concerns about bottles being left on the playing field and in the children’s play area, 
this matter was discussed as an agenda item (see 7.b.i below) by Councillors present.   

• County Councillor Mr Guy McGregor was present and reported on Children’s Centres in the area which are 
of a high standard and the forthcoming budget review about which there are concerns regarding the County 
Council subsidy for public transport.   

• District Councillor Mr Stuart Gemmill sent his apologies for absence. 
• The PCSO was unable to be present but had submitted a report which is displayed on the PC notice board on 

Church Plain.  There have been no reported crimes since the last report which gave information for dealing 
with Anti Social Behaviour (ASB).  

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Room at 7.30pm on Monday 10th November 2014. 

Present; Mr A Oakes (Chairman), Mr A Clarke, Mr K Cook, Mrs S Larke, Mr A Peachey, Mr I Williams,  

& Mr T Woolnough. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Mrs W Abbott, Mrs L Auchterlonie, Mr D Watkins & Mr C Wilson    
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.  None. 
 

3. MINUTES of the meeting held on 13th October 2014.  The minutes having been previously circulated were 
agreed as being a true record of the meeting and were duly signed by the chairman. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. None. 

 
5. PLANNING.  To consider any recently received applications or decisions.  

 
a. 0866 / 13 – two items of correspondence from MSDC regarding the erection of two storey detached 

dwelling and integral garage at Suffolk House, High Street, Laxfield.  These items were for 
information only, duly noted and filed.   

b. 3319 / 14 - The Willows, Vicarage Road, Laxfield - Proposed stables and agricultural buildings 
(retrospective).  The PC offered NO COMMENT regarding this application.   

c. 3371 / 14 - Orchard Cottage, High Street, Laxfield - Erection of detached single storey domestic 
outbuilding.  The PC SUPPORTS this application.   

 
6. FINANCE.  

a. The current months payments were authorised for payment. 
b. Forthcoming budget setting and precept – the Clerk will prepare a draft 2015 / 16 budget for 

consideration at the meeting of the finance committee to be held in December with the assumption 
that the precept will remain unchanged at £39,500. 

c. The Clerk reported that the bi-annual payment of £5,644.59 in respect of the Public Works Loans 
Board (relating to the village hall re-development) will be paid in early December leaving an 
outstanding balance of £137,285.30. 

d. The Clerk reported that the recently requested changes to the PC bank accounts have been actioned 
and that improved rates of interest were now being applied.  

e. The Clerk reported that the requested refund of bank charges had not yet been actioned and that this 
matter had been chased up with the bank. 
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Please note that these are draft minutes until signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council 

 
7. VILLAGE MATTERS.  

a. 2015 Day Out in Laxfield.  Mr Williams reported that the organising committee now has 6 members 
and that preliminary plans were in hand for this event, the date of which is under discussion.  The 
possibility of joining forces with the Horticultural Society is also being considered. 

b. Playing Field.  Security issues following more reported incidents of empty bottles on the children’s 
play area and the moving of the car barrier were discussed.  CCTV cameras and a numerical padlock 
will be installed along with appropriate signage and the situation will be monitored.  The possible 
reinstatement of the gates across the main entrance will be investigated.  The Clerk will also request 
regular visits via the PCSO.  Additionally residents will also be asked (via the Parish magazine) to be 
vigilant and report any matters of concern to the Parish Clerk or a councillor.  

c. Cemetery.  Action will be taken to deal with various trees in both the cemetery and the Church yard 
which are of concern.   

d. Village Hall.   
i. The Clerk handed 2 items of correspondence (from e-on & BT) to Mr Woolnough (chair of 

the village hall committee) 
ii. The box office for the pantomime “Aladdin” will be open for business on Saturday 6th 

December 2014 from 10am – 12noon.   
e. Speedwatch Scheme.  The team have recently been observed out and about in the village.   

 
8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING - Laxfield.  

a. Summary of responses from Information day held on 24th September 2014.  The Clerk has a copy of 
the comments received at the recent information day should any member of the public wish to request 
a copy or have them emailed to them.  

 
9. CIRCULARS & CORRESPONDENCE.  In addition to the correspondence and circulars distributed to 

councillors via email the Clerk read out the following items. 
a. Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit – the Clerk will contact Mrs Sutton to see if she has a copy of 

an emergency plan for the village. 
b. Copy of the letter of thanks from the PC to Mrs C Emeny on the occasion of her resignation from the 

“Day Out in Laxfield” organising committee. 
c. The SALC annual report is available for Councillors from the Clerk. 

 
10. PARISH CLERK REPORT.  

a. Forthcoming training courses – the Clerk drew Councillors attention to forthcoming courses available 
via SALC, please contact the Clerk if you wish to be booked on any courses 

b. The Clerk is booked on to the following forthcoming courses 
i. Bookkeeping Workshop - 1st December 2014. 

ii. Planning Essentials – 3rd December 2014. 
iii. Clerks Networking Day – 5th December 2014. 

c. Mr Williams reported on the recent filming seminar he attended with Mrs Auchterlonie. All 
documentation had been previously circulated to Councillors.  The Clerk will draft proposals for 
discussion as an agenda item for the January 2015 meeting.  

 
11. ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS.   

a. Mr Williams will speak to the locksmith regarding the possibility of having the Parish Room safe 
opened.  This matter to be an agenda item for the January 2015 meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 12th January 2015.          


