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PARISH COUNCIL (ANNUAL) MEETING  

 
Monday, May 9th, 2016 in the Parish Room at 7pm  

 
OPEN FORUM 

 
• Ten members of the public attended, all to make objections to the single planning application 16/05/3741/15 

listed below. The clerk also received 10 letters of objection. Many made similar points: 
Accuracy – The application says three bedrooms, the plans show four. The block plan shows the site to be at 
the rear of Suffolk House but the application states it is behind St Helens and Underlimes. Drawings are said to 
be not to scale. 
Access – Refers to new or altered driveway yet also refers to no change to access. 
Procedure – There have been no ‘yellow notices’. 
Need – This would not represent an “affordable home”. 
Location – Outside the village envelope in an area recognised as valuable by English Heritage. 
Design – Modern in an area of listed buildings and in sight of Grade I church. 
Pollution – Proximity to River Blyth. 
Wildlife – Urbanisation of orchard, a habitat for bats, newts and owls. Trees and pond would also be lost. 
 

 
MINUTES  

 
Present: A Oakes (chairman), K Cook, D Watkins, T Woolnough, I Williams, A Petchey, C Wilson, S Larke, W 
Abbott, A Clarke and L Auchterlonie 
 

1. Election of parish council chairman 
Cllr Tony Oakes was elected unanimously. Proposed by A Petchey, seconded S Larke. 
 

2. Election of parish council vice-chairman 
Cllr Kevin Cook was elected unanimously. Proposed by A Petchey, seconded S Larke. 

 
3. Apologies and approval of absences: All present. 

 
4. Declarations of interest: Cllr Williams declared an interest in planning application 16/05/3741/15. 

 
5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES & REPRESENTATIVES 

Planning & Amenities Committee (7 members): Cllrs D Watkins (chairman), L Auchterlonie, A Clarke, 
K Cook, A Oakes, A Peachey and C Wilson. 
Grounds Committee (7): Cllrs K Cook (chairman), W Abbott, S Larke, A Oakes, A Peachey, C Wilson 
and T Woolnough. 
Finance & General Purposes Committee (7) Cllrs L Auchterlonie (chair), A Clarke, K Cook, S Larke, 
A Oakes, I Williams and T Woolnough. 
Village Hall Council representatives (3): Cllrs T Woolnough (chairman), S Larke and A Oakes. 
Smith & Ward Charity: Cllr C Wilson. 
Relief in Need Charity (2): Cllrs L Auchterlonie and A Peachey. 
Laxfield & District Museum (2): Cllrs K Cook and A Oakes. 
SALC & County Area Committees (2): Cllrs K Cook and A Oakes. 
Youth Club: Cllr T Woolnough. 
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6. Minutes of the last meeting of the council: Approved and signed as accurate.  
 
7. Matters arising 

a. There were no matters arising not covered by the agenda. 
 
8. Planning   

a. Minutes of the planning committee held on April 28th were signed and approved as accurate. 
b. 16/05/3741/15 Land to rear of Underlimes and St Helens. For the erection of a new dwelling and 

detached garage, extension to driveway and installation of package treatment plant. The comments of 
those attending the Open Forum and the letters received (previously circulated) were noted. Planning 
chairman Derek Watkins had closely studied the application and gave a report. He said the paperwork 
contains inconsistencies and inaccuracies but this aside there is no requirement for development of 
this nature following the Housing Needs Survey, and anything other than single-story construction to 
the rear of the High Street properties is deemed unsuitable. There was no need, he said, to develop 
outside the boundary. 
Cllr Williams was ineligible to vote, but all others were unanimous in NOT SUPPORTING the 
application. Proposed D Watkins, seconded A Oakes. 

9. Finance 
a. Payments and income as listed in Register of Payments were authorised and cheques signed. 
b. 16/05/01 It was not possible to approve and sign off accounts internally audited by SALC. The 

auditor’s report was to have been issued on the day of the meeting but queries had led to a delay. The 
clerk informed the meeting that because public notification of end of year accounts would this year be 
very early, on June 3rd, there would need to be a special meeting to sign off the internal audit. 

c. 16/05/02 Council financial regulations for 2016/17 were approved. Proposed D Watkins, seconded S 
Larke. 

d. 16/05/03 The council’s financial risk assessment for 2016/17 was approved. Proposed D Watkins, 
seconded S Larke. 

e. 16/03/04 Some signatories were still having difficulty with the switch to electronic banking. Clerk to 
investigate issues with Barclays.  
 

10. Playing Field 
a. 16/01/09 A new £8,000 estimate has been received for repairs to fencing at the playground. 
b. 16/05/02 Repairs to swing have not yet been completed. 

 
11. Street lighting, roads and footpaths 

a. 16/01/20 Church Walk inspection has not yet taken place. Chairman to take up with highways. 
Thanks to the efforts of the chairman and vice-chairman the broken dog bin has been repaired 
sufficiently but the locking mechanism has broken. 
 

12. Vehicle Activated speed signs 
a. The clerk can go ahead with the locations suggested. 

 
13. Affordable Housing 

a. Report by Cllr Watkins in APM. 
 

14. Day Out in Laxfield and Queen’s Birthday 
a. Report by Cllr Auchterlonie in APM. 

 
15. Neighbourhood Development Plan 

a. Report by clerk in APM. 
 

16. Circulars and correspondence 
a. 16/05/03 June Town and Parish Liaison Meetings (Circulated). No action. 
b. 16/05/04 Suffolk Village Halls & Community Buildings Conference (Circulated). No action. 
c. 16/03/OF Web manager response (Circulated). The clerk has informed one potential web manager 

that for the moment the plan is to augment the existing parish council site rather than create a new 
one. 

d. 16/03/09 Two letters of thanks from EACH following the £100 donation. 



 
 

 

e. 16/01/14 The Greggs Foundation has rejected an application for grant aid over pond clearance 
funding. The charity said the scheme was a worthy one, but there had been many applications in their 
inaugural year and they had been forced to apply strict criteria.  It was decided the location was too 
far from a Greggs store and the work could not involve Greggs staff. 
 

17. Agenda items for next meeting 
a. There were no additional proposals for discussion at the June 13th meeting of the parish council. 

 
The meeting closed at 7.25pm 
 
 
 

 
 

 
If you would like to attend a parish council meeting please come along. Alternatively if you would like to raise a 

matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 
Nick Woodhead (Parish Clerk) 

2 Myrtle Cottages, Mill Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8LQ 
Tel: 01728 638884 (Home); 07734 716575 (Mobile) laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

 
 


