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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

 
Monday, June 13th, 2016 in the Parish Room at 7.30pm  

 
OPEN FORUM 

 
• Suffolk County Council member Guy McGregor attended and updated councillors on a meeting he had 

with Junior Transport Minister Robert Goodwill MP regarding Suffolk’s roads. He had also discussed 
Laxfield’s bid for an extended 30mph limit with SCC Head of Highway Network Management Alan 
Thorndyke, who responded that there were many similar applications and action could not be expected 
in the near future.  
Cllr McGregor said he would be happy to consider an application for monies for assistance in funding 
the play area fencing. 

• A representative from EADT was present. 
• Mid Suffolk District Council member Julie Flatman sent her apologies. 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

Present: A Oakes (chairman), K Cook, D Watkins, T Woolnough, I Williams, A Peachey, C Wilson, S Larke, W 
Abbott, A Clarke and L Auchterlonie. 
 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
None. All present. 

 
2. Declarations of interest  

None.  
 

3. Minutes  
Those of the last meetings of the council (both annual meeting and special audit meeting) were approved as 
accurate and signed. 

 
4. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere in the agenda. 
 

5. Planning   
The following planning applications were granted by Mid Suffolk District Council and noted. 

a. 16/04/1073/16 Fishers Farm, Dennington Road, Laxfield. Conversion of barn and associated 
outbuildings into a single dwelling. 

b. 16/04/1589/16 High House, Bickers Hill Road, Laxfield. Erection of garden room following 
demolition of existing conservatory. 

c. 16/02/ 0215/16 Listed building consent for removal of existing roof coverings and recovering using 
new materials. Laxfield Baptist Chapel. 

d. 16/04/3057/15 Erection of two stable blocks. Change of use from agricultural to a use permitting the 
breeding and keeping of pygmy goats and horses. Land at The Willows, Vicarage Road, Laxfield. 
 

LAXFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 



 
 

 

 
6. Finance 

a. 16/06/01 Payments were authorised and income noted as listed in Register of Payments (attached with 
details of powers). 

b. 16/06/02 It was noted there are still some difficulties being experienced by two of the four members 
with access to electronic banking but the system is working and is prompt, efficient and fit for 
purpose. Clerk to contact the bank to seek to resolve outstanding issues. 

c. 16/06/03 Members had been circulated with a bank reconciliation covering the period April 1st to 
June 4th (attached). This is a new spending control measure that will take place monthly or at least 
quarterly. 
 

7. Playing Field 
a. 16/01/09 The chairman reported on quotations to replace the fencing around the children’s play area. 

Members agreed to appoint PlayQuip to carry out the work at a cost of £7,889 (Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976). Much of the cost will be covered by a bequest and MSDC 
grant last year and a further request for an SCC grant will be made. Parish clerk to action request and 
inform PlayQuip. Proposed by A Oakes, seconded L Auchterlonie.  

b. It was agreed to seek opportunities to tarmac an area for skateboarding. 
 

8. Village Hall 
a. Cllr T Woolnough reported that tree roots had made the slabs outside the village hall dangerous for 

pedestrians and though not ideal a Tarmac surface would be preferable. Cllr Oakes will contact 
Waterfield & Sons. 

 
9. Street lighting, roads and footpaths 

a. The following works were noted:  
i.16/06/04 Notification of temporary traffic order U5828 Dennington Road, Laxfield. 
ii. 16/06/05 Notification of temporary traffic order U2710 Banyards Green, Laxfield. 
iii. 16/01/20 Repairs still not made to Church Walk. Clerk to follow up. Dog bin repairs have 
not been successful so a new one will be purchased. Clerk to action. 
iv. 16/06/10 A green BT Openreach box has been placed on Vicarage Road, Laxfield, without 
notifiying the affected homeowner. Clerk to seek to have it removed. 

 
10. Queen’s 90th Birthday celebrations 

a. Cllr Auchterlonie reported on a highly successful event enjoyed by the whole village. Feedback was 
excellent. Some early evening rain meant the decision was taken to reopen the road at 8pm to allow 
people to drive down to the marquee. Mrs Auchterlonie will stand down as chair of the ‘day out’ 
events but will remain on the committee. She was thanked for her outstanding work. 

b. Road closure work by Suffolk County Council was impressive. Clerk to write letter of appreciation. 
c. The fireworks display was part-sponsored by Framtrade. Clerk to write letter of appreciation. 
d. The committee did not provide its own bar so all villagers could enjoy the day - but the impact on the 

profit & loss sheet meant a larger than usual bill for the parish council which it would meet (Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976). Proposed by A Oakes, seconded K Cook. 
 

11. Parish Meeting 
a. 16/04/03 The chairman reported on a successful and well organised affair and thanked the parish clerk 

for an informative a well presented hand-out that provided attendees with all they needed to know.   
 

12. Neighbourhood Development Plan 
a. 16/01/09 Cllrs D Watkins, I Williams and A Clarke will begin work on this project and report back to 

the parish council (Localism Act 2011, Town & Country Planning Act 1990, Planning & Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004). 

 
13. Affordable housing 

a. 16/01/18 Cllr D Watkins reported that Anglian Water has rejected a request to re-route the foul sewer 
on the Noyes Avenue site. Developers Wellington will need to make adjustments to the site layout and 
obtain planning permission to do this resulting in delays to both sites.	
  It is not yet known what the impact 
will be on the deadline. 



 
 

 

 
 

14. Other village matters: 
a. 16/01/14 Village Pond. It is unlikely this project can be progressed in the way intended. The priority 

now is to cut back the hedges. Cllr Oakes to approach a contractor. 
b. 16/01/12 Defibrillator. To progress this further Cllrs Clarke and Wilson will meet outside of the 

meeting and report back. 
c. 16/01/28 King’s Head Asset of Community Value. Cllr Clarke to check progress of application. 

 
15. Circulars and correspondence  

a. 16/06/06 Details of a Benefits Advice Service surgery in Halesworth in July were circulated. Clerk 
will post on noticeboard. 

b. 16/06/07 A presentation on Building a Sustainable Future at Stradbroke Community Centre, was 
scheduled for Wednesday, June 15th with district councillor Julie Flatters in attendance. It covered the 
anticipated housing need over the next 20 years. 
 

16. Parish Clerk Report 
a. 16/06/08 The 2015/16 accounts have gone to external audit 
b. 16/06/09 A project to mark the Battle of the Somme by nominating existing playing fields as 

Centenary Fields was discussed and it was decided that given the tragic loss of young Laxfield men’s 
lives in the First World War it would be an appropriate gesture. Clerk to follow up. 
 

17. Agenda items for next meeting 
a. There were no additional items for discussion at the meeting on Monday, July 11th. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 
 

 
 

 
If you would like to attend a parish council meeting please come along. Alternatively if you would like to raise a 

matter of concern please do not hesitate to contact the parish clerk or a member of the council. 
Nick Woodhead (Parish Clerk) 

2 Myrtle Cottages, Mill Road, Badingham, Suffolk IP13 8LQ 
Tel: 01728 638884 (Home); 07734 716575 (Mobile) laxfieldparishclerk@gmail.com 

 
 


